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A SERMON 
Preached before His 
Majeſty at Whitehall, March 9g. 1661. 
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i PET. 2: 25. 


For ye were as ſheep going aſtray, but 
are now returned unto the Shepherd 


and Biſhop of your Souls. 


BeamzceH E condition of thoſe m the 

& FF Text, both for what they had 
| BIB been once, and for what they 
© now were; that is, for their ſtray- 

' ingand returning again, looks fo 
like our caſe of late, (who, if ever any;haderr'd 
anditray'd from all the ways of duty both to 
God' and man, butare now happily returned 
to, the Shepherds and Biſhops of our Souls ) 
you'may:perhapsi —_— this T'extto be cho- 
ſenofpurpoſeto purſue thoſe two 5 Blows Ar- 
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I were as Sheep 
And therefore beforeI proceed farther, it - 
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oing aftray, 


will be neceſlary to deliver you from thoſe 
thoughtsand perhaps that fear. For thoughthe 
miſchiefs.in the'one;' and Bleſſings in the other 
be ſuch, -as deſerve peyerto.baFrgotten ;Alet 
poſſibly may not endure a-Perpetual; 
nateRemembrancer. — x 
And the truth is; the very words and phraſe 


——— 


_ of the text, which only at the firft bluſh carries 


us upon thoſe thoughts, will leave us, if we 
look a little nearer to them. For the Strayin 
here'will prove; to:be of another-kind; .- an 
the Return will be.. found. to' be- to ano- 
ther Biſhop. The ſtraying here was of ſuch as 
had err'd like Sheep, whereas ours had little or 
nothing of the» Sheep mit, fave the Shegps 
clothiog;;: fordreſſ'dupithoy were with pee, 
teriſesag{ofta8wool, Gods p £2 Purity of war- 
ſhip, Chriſtian liberty, nothing worle then thels, 
and ſo indeed they err'd like-Sheep, as if they 
had been ;Auch :: þut the truth is, it; was likes 
therangmg of W olves;| tearing-and;devour- 
ing} then the {traymg of weak and filly Sheep: 
And, for the geturning likewiſe here, though 
1t;Was t@,a:Bilhop, 7 yet:l dare not be fo bold 
wath-him that; bears that name 4n-the'text, 


directly to apply it to our Biſhops, nor.ad» 
_ fanceourreturn to ths, - | The 
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', The Biſhophere was nodonbt. onr. bleſſed 


Zord-and Saviour, .whom God himlelf had 


-conſecrated and ordained: to that office; 


-but our Biſhops are not. otherwiſe concerned 


there then” as they: can make. their title from 
and under him; but if that may be done 
hereafter, I truſt you will not be againſt it. 
In the:mean time; if there were' no. more 1n 
it, me thinks this ſhould be: enough to..recon- 
cile the Presbyterians to the name of a Biſhop , 


which our Saviour himſelf hath vouchſafed 


to take upon him. But having laid aſide that 
argument, which the words at firſt ſight 
ſeem'd to offer, I befpeak your attention to 
one of a more. common. intereſt, which con- 
cerns- all . that. would be Chriſtians, whoſe 
character it is Who from the ways of fin 
and-error, are return'd to the faith and obedi- 
ence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who to reduce 
us from thoſe ways hath taken 'upon him to 
be our Shepherd and Billop. | 
The main point 1s, That God of his -mercy 
complying with the neceſ»ities and infirmities of nature, 
hath. ereed an. Office" of: truſt and confidence in 
his' Church, uader ither quafity of a'S hepherd : and 
Biſhyp;: to diref and guide ur, who otherwiſe would 
erre and ſtray like ſheep, and fo be hiſt for ever. 


he 


(4) Ye were as Sheep going aſtray, GC. 


He particulars incident to this are, firſt. 
The neceſsity of it; impli'd in our natural 
condition, who like Sheep are of themſelves apt 
' toerreand go aſtray. 2. The accommodation we 
have for it. For what ſhould they do which 
are ont of the way, but return? and to 
whom ſhould Sheep return but to a Shep- 
herd ? and loſt Sheep, but to him that came 
to ſeek and ſave that which was loſt * and where 
ſhould they find ſo ſafe and ſure a retreat , 
asin him whopurchas'd them with his own 
blood ? All theſe are accompliſhed in our 
bleſled Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom we ſhall 
conlider, firſt in his office of Shepherd or 
Biſhop; then in his Flock or Dixef, the 
Souls of men. We are returned, &Cc. | 


He firſt thing we meet with in the text, 

1s our aa. condition. That we were 

as Sheep that had gone aſtray. And the con- 
feſſion of this 1s the firſt thing we meet with 
in our Liturgy. We.haze erred and ſiray'd like 
loft Sheep. And though it were fit and ne- 
ceſlary it ſhould be' there, for, ſure I am, 
we nevererr'd worſe then ſince we laid that 
by ; yet here we look upon it in another relati- 
on and uſe; itis the firit ſtone to be laid in 


this 


| 
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1 Pet. 2. 25. 


this building, in the: eretion of the office of 
a Shepherd and Biſhop. The infirmities of 
the Sheep are the ground of the neceſſity 
of a Shepherd. 

But now that while we are ſpeaking of our 
errors, we do not commit one , we mult 
know , firit what kind of erring this is, and 
then how we fell into the fatal neceſſity of it. 
What it 18, the Biſhop that mult lead us out 
of it, will tell us ; for '# is the Biſhop of our 


(5) 


fouls: and therefore our Straying here muſt 


be that of the Soul. For though our natu- 
ral infirmities do expoſe usto error in man 

things elſe, yea almoſt in all other things, 
even thoſe that are within the reach of ſenſe 
and reaſon : there 1s not any thing in Nature , 
in Art, in Philoſophy , though commonly re- 
ceived for truth, which of late tune 1s not 
charged with error, and it may be ſome- 
times not without cauſe ; yet without any 


| great regard here, ifthe Soul be not con- 


cern'd. 

Now tif webelo liable to error inthethings 
ofthis life , where both the end and the way 
to them are within the compals of the eye, 
m which we erre, as it were, in our own 
Countrey , where weare bred and born ; > 
mu 
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e were as Sheep gomg aſtray, &c. 
muſt certainly | loſe our way , where - we 


are: ſtrangers, © being Citizens of another 


Countrey., 'as thoſe blefſed'Saints j/ who beſt 


knew the ways of the ſoul, confeſled,- that 
they were'ſtraigers and pilgrims here. Heb. 11. 
14. . And they whichſay ſo, ſhew plainly that 
they. ſeek a Countrey , and that a better , that is, 
a heavenly ,, where God bath ap: for them 
aCity. They muſt needs be diſappointed 
that ſeek for Heaven upon; earth, where 
there is. nothing fitted and proportion'd to 
the Soub, :either :for the nature or the deſires 
of it. - The Soul is immortal, and cannot 
be provided for, where all things are liable 
to change and mortality ; for when it ſhall 
ſurvive them, it will be ata loſs, till it find 
a Countrey like it ſelf, that is everlaſting and 
n———_ > 5:7 | 

--: And :as the nature, ſo the deſires of the 
Soul are unfatisfied here';; the eye is not. 
ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the ear with hear- 


ing, nor the underſtanding with knowledg ” þ 


nor the heart with: the” beſt and choiceſt de- 
lightsof it. We are ſoon wearied and tir'd 
with what we have; and areasthirſty of that 


we havenot. Inour plenty as craving ,” as - 


others in their greateſt wants. The goods of 
$4 467 I this 
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1 F'. 2. 2% 


this world are Hydropick all , quo plus - bibuntur 

plus fitiuntur.. They that have the greatel} 
{hare and portion in them, of Wealth , of 
Honour , of Power , do not fleep the better, 
nor are their bodies leſs [1 "0Y with difea- 
ſes, nor their minds freer from vexations and 
troubles. And therefore as the Saints I 
nam'd before, did by what they willingly 
ſuffer'd here, ſhew plainly that they ſought 
another Countrey ; ſo by this 1s ſhewn as 
plainly , that they had caule to do fo. 

Now here lies the fatal neceflity of erring, 
they ſeek a Countrey and City that 1s vil 
ble and unknown to nature, either what the 
Nate of that Countrey is, or by what laws 
the Citizens thereof are to be govern'd. And 
when we walk in the dark 1t is not ſtrange 
we ſhould loſe our way. 

A chief part of that way lies, firſt in the 
knowledg and worſhip of that God, who 
had prepar'd for them a City , by what Sa- 
crifices, Rites and Ceremonies he will be 
ſervd. How much ofthat may be had by 


|| nature, we learn by thoſe, who were moſt 


likely to know , -but didnot , who were the 
maſters of knowled ge to. moſt other Nations, 
S. Paaul ſpeaks Rom. 1. 

b 


when 
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(8) Yewere as Sheep going aſtray, &c. 
when they profelil'd themſelves to be wiſe, as 
well they might in many other things, yet in 
this of Gods worſhip, they became fools. For 
'Row.1.23 they turned the glory of the uncorruptible God, into 

the ſimilitude and image of corruptible Man, and 
of birds, and fourfooted beaſis, and of creeping 
| things. 
The right way of worſhipping God (ſince 
reveal'd tous to be by Jeſus Chriit ) was not 
| only unknown to them , but to thoſe to 
| whom God had more peculiarly imparted 
Ekr, 2.5. D1mlelf. The myſterie of Chriſt Epbeſ. 3. 5. in 
other ages was not made known to the Sons of men , 
untill he was reveal'd unto his holy Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets by his Spirit. Yea it was unknown to the 
very Angels, who when it was fir{t reveal'd, 
in a kind of admiration and curiolity *mibuu3ow 

1 Pct.1,12+ Ta&paxuyal, deſir'd to look, the word {1gnihes 
earneſily to pry into. And that which the An- 
gelsof Heaven did not know, certainly the 
{ons of men could not. 

T he other part of the way to that heavenly 
Countrey in which we may naturally ſeem to 
have ſome skill, the way of vertue, that is, 

Ti, 2. 2.11 the {ile of Scripture , to live godly , right- 
eouſly and ſoberly in this preſent world , appeared 
to the very Heathen to be the only way to 


happr- 


1 FW. 1: Bs. (9) 
happineſs. Yet theſe natural impreſſions 
were ſo dim and imperie& , both through 
Originah corruption, and the over-ruling 
power of paſſion and luſt, that of thoſe things 
they knew , they held the truth in nnright- 
eouſneſs, even to the very perverting of the 
courle of nature as the Apoſtle oblerves of 
them in the ſame place, #o: 1. Re 

Belides, many rTertues they knew not, 
which are the glory of Chriſtianity , 'as Humi- 
lty , Denying our ſelves, Taking up the Grof', 
Forgiving and Loving. our cncaues, in their 
eyes looked more like tollies then vertues, and 
ſothey would have done in ours too, if we 
had had no better guide thea our ſelves to 
lead us. 

By this we may ſce the neceſſity we have 
of Leading ; * let us now fee the accommodation 
we have for it in the Leader. Our blefled 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a perſon every way fitted 
for the purpoſe , both for his skill, and good 
will; ;He knew beſt the Heavenly Countrey , 
whither weare going , and the way toit; for 
he came from thence, from the boſom of 
his Father. And for his good will to his own, 
we cannot doubt they are the Sheep which 
| he had purchaſed with his blood , and by 
b 2 rs that 


(10) 


John 10.11 himſelf to be. 


Epiicſ, 4. 


Ye were as Sheep going aſtray, &c. 
that bad a juſt title to govern 1n what Lordly 
way of Secular domination he pleaſed; yet 
choſe that eafie gentle way as Shepherds uſe 
to lead their Sheep. And ſuch he _ 

I am the good Shepherd: the 
good Shepherd giveth his life for the Sheep, and He 
made 1&good in every point while he was 
upon earth; He went about _ good , 
preaching the Goſpel, healing the diſcaſes of 
the Sheep, forgiving their ns, till he came 
tothe laſt and hardeſt work of a good Shep- 
herd , Helaid down his life for his Sheep. 

Yet his Paſtoral care died not with him. 
As he wasa Prieſt for ever ; ſo he wasa Shep- 
herd for ever ; for after he had in perſon aſcen- 
ded into Heaven, he took care for his flock that 
he left behind Him, that they might not be as 

Sheep without a Shepherd. And from 
thence gave gifts unto men, ſome Apoſtles , ſome 
Prophets, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, &c. to 
continue {till his Paſtoral charge upon earth : 
and they were the ſame perſons which before 
he went he had deligned for it, and for the 


Vat.15.24 ſame reaſon that the Father ſent Him, zo ſeek 


Mat. 9.36. Apoltles. 


and fave the Sheep that were loſt, as appears in 
the preamble tothe commiſſion given to the 
Mat. 9.36. When he ſaw the multi- 
| Ls jars 


oo, 2 2 2 | C11) 


tude he had compaſsion on them , becauſe they were 
diſperſed and ſcattered abroad like S = having no 
Shepherd. This commiſſion indeed was only 

tothe loſt Sheep of the houſe of Iſrael while 

he was alive; but when he roſe again from 

the dead, He renewed and enlarged it to 

the loſt Sheep of all the world. Go and teach Mau.2s.: 9 
all Nations. | 

And as he aſſigned the perſons, ſicut miſir 
me Pater. As the Father ſent me ſo ſend I you. job. 20.21 
He Inſtituted likewiſe the office it ſelf in all the 
points and parts of it. 

1. Go and teach all Nations , baptizing , Ec. Mar.28.1g 
there he gave the power of preaching and 
baptizing. 

2. He commands a perpetual memorial 
of his death, in the Sacrament of his bleſſed 
body and blood. Hoc facite, &c. -  oo—_ 

3- He gave them at the ſame time the | 
power of the Keyes, Whoſe ſins ye remit they Joh.20.2; 
are remitted, &c. 

4. And before that in caſe of contumacy 
he gave power toexcommunicate offenders , 

If he will not hear the Church , let him be 4s a hea- Mat-18. 17 

then and publican. | | 
'5. He ordered them how and what to 

pray. PFhenye pray ſay, &c. Mat,S.g., 
| 5. He 


© (1). Yewereas Sheep going aſtray, &c. 


6. He'gave them power and jurisdiction 
over falſe Shepherds , toexpel them fromthe 


Mar. -.1g. Hock. Beware of falſe Prophets which come #0 


111. 


I Per.5.4. 


IV, 


you in Sheeps cloathing , but inwardly. are ravening 
VPolzes.;.. Theſe and the like are the parts of 
the Shepherds office. T0 

And to all thele un the #hird place he gave 
beſides a divine vertue and efficacy to. work 
ſupernatural eftects upon the Soul. Not 
only. the 1nftitution ,, but .the power allo. is 
from him. \And therefore by S. Paul he is cal- 


led the great S hepherd x. and. by. S. Peter 


dpxrroijum the chief. Shepherd... The cure of 


Souls was origmally in hims. \s:x:7xl.nxw;, but 
S1aXorinws miniſter ally and derivatively 10 the 


Shepherds under him. 


_ And fourthly, .. that their leading might 


be taken and acknowledged tor his, He ap- 


pointed that all ſhould be done in His name. 


That.they. ſhould Preach in his name, Pray 


in His name, Aſſemble together in His name, 


Caſt out Devils .in, His name... ..And-accord- 


ingly. S. Paul, when hejudg'd the inceſtuous 


_.- Corinthian to. be delivered unto Satan, 1 Gr. 


5. 4- hedid it in thename and. power of Chriſt, 
And when, 2 Gr..;5...10- he.abſolved him, 
it was 1n perſona Chriſti, All was His, 


To 


*_, 4 


1 FO: 2; 25. (13) 
To the Apoſilesit may be all this was al- 
lowed , but not therefore to all other Shep- 
herds after. Yes, to all that can rightly claim 


from Him. His pronuſe was to be with wa.28%, 


them to the end of the world, that is, longer 
then any Apoſtle could live. I ar ſure the 
neceſſities of the Sheep will be the fame for 
ever; for Sheep we ſhall be {till whereſoever 
we are. When God diſtributed to the 
Church the ſeveral parts of the Paltoral 


' charge, ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Paſtors ,..,. , 


and Teachers, he adds, that it was, ad conſum- 
mationem Sanforum, & adificationem corporis 
Chriſti; that 1s, ſo long as there ſhould be 
Saints to be perfected, and ſo long as Chriſt 
ſhould havea Church, a body upon earth, 
and that is ſo long as there ſhould be Shee 
Chriſt had provided there ſhould be Shep- 
herds. And theſe he hath taken to that near- 
neſs and conjunction, that the obedience or 
contempt done to them, he takes it as done 
to himſelf. Dui vos audit me audit, Ec. 
 Thebenehits and advantages we have by 
| thisare many; firſt, itisan homour and incou- 
 ragement to the Shepherds, that the work 
* theydo. 1s Chrilts, who will bear them out 
.: 1n What they do according to their duty, 
# OS mags os 


Joh. 20, 


(14) | Ve were as Sheep going aſtray, &c. 


and reward them for what they ſuffer for it. 


2. It removes all difcouragement from the 
Sheep', that make a Rand at the infirmities 
and trailties of their -Shepherds, that they 
look through and beyond all them at the po- 
wer of Chriſt under whom they lerve. 

3. Another great benefit it 1s, that in all 
doubtful and difficult caſes we may ſecure our 
ſelves upon the conduct of Chriſt in his Minj- 


- ters. Forif poſhbly men ſhould be miſled 


by them into error, when im ſimplicity of 
heart, not knowing any thing to the contrary, 
they ſhall ſubmit to them; I dare promiſe 
them at leaſt a favourable hearing from him 
that commanded the obedience. 


. But I dare not, nor can fay that for all 


Shepherds;_for every congregational herd 
hath-their Shepherd too ; but ſuch as have no 
part: m_ that power, which 1s derived from 
Chriſt and his miſſion ; that gave it immedi- 
ately to the Apoſtles only. Sicut miſit me 
Pater, fie, &c. And all: others that have it 
mult recerve it from them, or from ſuch as 
derive it from them by ſucceſſion. It is but 
reaſon that Chriſt ſhould have the choice of 
his own. Miniſters. The Sheep. that belong 
tothoſe other Shepherds, can plead nothing 

; for 
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| \x ef 52, 25; 
for their obedience to them. S. PAULS 
obedite_prapoſitiss 'belongs not. to them, they 
obey. not; thoſe that are ſect over: them , but 
either thoſe that ſet themſelves over the flock , 
or the flock themſelyes ſet them; and that nor 


of neceſlity,- which ſome vainly- plead ſor 


them ; - but as neceſlary,” profeſſing -there- is 
no Jawtul calling for a Miniiter, quem nou mit 
populus , where the Shepherd is not choſen by 
the Sheep. If theſe fall into an error by the 
miſguidance of their Shepherds, they-are in 
aſad and worſe .condition, which admits no 
plea of excufe or extenuation from the Shep- 
herd. They mult beartheir own faults, and. 
the miſguiding of the Shepherds; which they: 
make their own by chooſing them. In a. 
word, the favour that Chriſt doth is to his 
own, not the peoples Shepherds. 


'T "He next thing that falls into our conl1- 
_ deration 1s our Duty. To return to 


Chriſt the ma and Biſhop of our Souls. 


' And thatisto ſubmit our ſelves to be led and 


ouided by him. To turn to Chriſt is in efte&t 


; to turn Chriſtian. Weare noleſs concerned 
4 here... -And that mult. be in two reſpects: 
! in his office of Shepherd and Biſhop, and 
; p 


ont! 
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Heb. 1 2.19 


IT. 


(16) Te were as Sheep going aſtray, &c. 
in the execution of it by Shepherds and Biſhops. 
I. For firſt, 'we can not. be ſaid-to return to 
him as a Shepherd, if we refaſe him in any 
rt of his office. The good Sheep faith our 
Joh.10.27. Yuricws John IO, 27. hear the voice of the $ hep- 
herd and they follow bim. 1 they turn their 
ears only to him, and hear him, and not follow 
him, they turn ſhort, for follow him they 
muſt through all the parts of his office. 'T's 
ſo with us, who for the molt part like nothing 
in the Shepherd but his pipe, and a pleaſant 
tune. His rod and his ſtaffe we can ſpare. 
'F he Prophet Ezekiel defcribes us right, chap.33. 
Ezck. 33- an old humour it ſeems it was. They come unto 
**. thee, And ſit before thee as my (people , to hear 
words, v.31. juſt aswe do here come and {it 
us down as the Lords people to hear his word. 
verſe 32, But what follows in the next verſe? And be 
thou art unto them as a very lovely ſong of one that 
hath a pleaſant voice , and'canplay well on an Inſiru- 
ment; for they hear thy words , but do#hem not. 
_ . And'what will comeofthisat the laſt ,- our 
Saviour'tells us m the Parable, where ſome 
had'the boldneſs to plead for their entrance , 
Luk.13.26 that they had ear and drunk in- his preſence, and 
had heard hint'm their ſtreets. Citizens it ſeems | 
they were bythe fires, and'by their devotions, 
a 


1 Pet. 2. 25. 
a Sermon and a Diner , they cat with him, 
and they heard him. - But what came of 
it? by hearing him 'tis like they knew him 
well; forall that, he tells them plainly, He 
knew not them. If the Sheep wanted no- 
thing but knowledg, I ſhould pardon them 
if they defired nothing of the Shepherd but 
a Sermon. But this18not that which I prin- 


 cipally intended here. - 


But ſecondly , That our turning to Chriſt 
be in the fall execution of his office, as in per- 
ſon, ſo by commiſſion. Princes, as well they 
may., think themſelves contemned in their 
Embaſkdors and Minifters. And fo doth 
our Saviour for his Shepherds, who are his 
Miniſters and Embaſſadors too. Rug vos ſper- 
nit me ſpernit. So [OLA ha 

I ſhall not incloſe this power or favour to 
Biſhops only, becauſe FT find. that name in the 
text; but layit in common to allſuch to whom 
Chrilthath committed under himthe'govern- 
ment of the Church and the-cure of Souls . 
ſo-as Presbyterians ray have a ſhare here, 'when 


| theycar prove their Ordination and Miſſion. 
_ --Thispart&f our duty toobey Chrilt 'm his 


Miniſters with many of very hard digeſtion, 


D who not regarding-the neceſsity there is of it, 


GC-2 nor 


(17) 


11. 


Pr 


(18), Ye were as Sheep going aſtray, &c. 
nor the' benefit we have by it; nor the: authority 
and commiſſion we have-for it, nor the gentle 
conduc we. have m it, lay it alide asa t ing 
of no aſe, and that God-hath provided 9ther 
means to.lead-us.many and more certain then 
any Shepherds can be. . We bave- firlt our 
own Reaſon to lead us. 2. We have Scrip- 
ture a ſurer guide thenthat. 3; Wehavethe 
Jh.16-13 Spirit beſides, and that will lead us into all truth, 
Laſtly, we. bave our own Conſciences , which 
in the commiſſion of Leading is of the Quorum, 
nothing can be done without it. 

| We cannot - deny but that all theſe have a 
part and ſhare in the guiding of our ſouls. 
But as no one' of. them doth exclude or bar 
the-other.; fo nor. do, all of them the Shep- 
herds. For allowing to every of theſe that- 
which is peculiar to them, there will be Kill 
found ſomething to remain, which is proper | 
for. the Shepherds todo. 

Lam.now, I confeſs, ina diſcourſeinot fo 
ſmooth and calie as. belt bekits 1 popular Ser- 
mons,; yet.becauſe many ++ it concerns 
toweaken the, handsand pe of Church- 
gOVEXNOTS 3 do. with their. .1mportunate cla- 
mours hl the Pulpit, you will ' pleaſed: to 7 
allow of a ſhort Anſwer from thence too. : 


And 


BPO" 2. 26. 


| ND fiſt for REASON, It isnot 
A to be denied, that it ought to be admit- 
ted even in matters of Religion, where it hath 
leaſt to do; for Religion isthe objeR and im- 
ployment of Faith, and not of Reaſoning, and 
yet naturally no man will believe any thing 
unleſs he ſees Reaſon for it. But how ? not 
a Reaſon of the thing that he believes; for 
that works Knowledge, not Faith; but yet a rea- 
ſon of believing it, for the credit of the Author 
that relates it; for nothing can be more un- 
reaſonable, then not to believe God that can- 
not ly. But to admit reaſog in matters of 
Faith for any other uſe then that, is to ſet u 
a Religiog without Faith, which would be as 
{range athing as to have a Religion with no- 
thing elſe. 

T here are in Religion ſome things to be 
known as well as believed, and to theſe Rea- 
ſon and Diſcourſe is proper ; for though the 
| Articles of Faith, and whatſoever ſhall appear 
} tobecontained in Scripture are without all 
7 doubtand reaſoning to be received, becauſe 
3 God hatlrrevealed them; yet that this or that 


3 Article or Propolition 1s contained in Scripture, 


Z iathing to be known, and lyes within the 
BW: compaſs 


(19) 


[ 


T 20) Ye were 4s Sheep going aſtr AY», &C. 


compaſs of ſenſe, we may ſee whether it be 
there or no, that 1s, for the words. And 
for the meaning of thoſe words we muſt un- 
derſtand the _— n retach they are writ. 
ten, the pro ra idiom of the 
phraſe, the 97k co —_ of the diſ- 
courſe, the coherence conſent it hath 
with other points better known. We mult be- 
fides diſcover the fallacies and inconſequences 
of thoſe that would obtrude a diflerent ſenfe 
from that we receive. All theſe difficulties, 
h an matter of Rehigion, are within the 
conductiofReafon; butitis Reaſon fo: exal- 
ted with kill of Arts and' Languages, with 


Prudence aud Diligence, that we -orny 
r tOO, * 


forced to.hnd work for the. Sh 
The greateſt part of Chriſts flock, I amfure, 
mult periſh if they may not truſt others in 


thoſe things,, towhich their natural inabilitics 


or courſe of life bath made them incapable. 
And: for the: beſt- of the flock, whom both 
Nature and Art bath. fitted ' to maſter the 
greatelt difficulties of themſelves ; if they ſhall 
ſerionlly conlider how much and how. oft 
Prejudice, Education; Cuſtom, Paſſion and 


Lntereſt dothcorrupt our Reaſon, we would: 


in prudence {ornetumes.ſulpeR our own, and 
ſeek 
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1 Pet, 2. 25. 
deck better ſecurity from the Church ; where 


though we ſhall not infallibly find the truth , 


we may alwayes fafely preſume it. This 
will ſerve to reconcile our obedience with 
Reaſon. 


H E next pretender againſt the Shep- 11. 
| herds leading is the SCR I PTURE 

I confeſs the Scripture to be a furer guide then 
Reaſon, for the Authors ſake ; and yet, by 
what ye heardeven now, it works httle with- 

out it, but yet ſurer for all that. The igno- 
rance of Scripture is a cauſe of erring. Ye 
erre, faithour Saviour, not bnowing the Scrip- ma.22.29. 
tures, And to keep us right in our way 
Gods Word it a lantern to our feet, and a light wito "OO 
our paths, Wecannot ſay too much of the ex- 105. ” 
cellency and benefit of t. Tt is a perfe& re- 
cord of all that concerns Heaven, or the way 

to it. It hathall the perfe&tionsthat alaw or 


_ - rulecanhave to guide us; yet thoſe perfeRi- 


ons are confin'd within the limits and nature of 
a law, to do no more then1s proper for a law 


| todo, which is very little without a Judge to. 


"PP'y it. Though the rule be ſufficiently 
Araight & perfect, yet it meaſures nothing out 
ofthe hand of him that hath all to ule it, 


Bring 


(#5 Ye were as Sheep going aſtray, &c. 
Bring what controverſy you will to the laws, 
they. pronounce nothing either for the Plain- 
tf or Defendant. - T his1s the true reaſon why, 
though all ſe&ts pretend to Scripture, there 
is yet no end of controverſies, becaule there 
15 no common Judge to end them. And the 
reaſon why every ſect for all that ſeems*to reft 
ſatisfied, they are guided by the Scripture , 1s 
becauſe they carry their Judge a-long with 
them, themſelves. HS 

_- Soasif together with the Scriptures there 1 
be not a Shepherd too,” or ſome as little to be 
truſted, our ſelves I mean, it .cavnot lead at 
Heb.4.x2, le. It 18 indeed. a two-eged ſword, but cuts 
nothing , but in: the band of him that uſeth 
It; . | 
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111. Third pretender to avoid the Shepherds 
18 the SPIRIT. That without 
 Joh16.13.Gueltion wall lead us into all truth. But for 
the manner of the Spirits leading, the Scripture | 
points out two wayes, The one Divines call 
TPoDuTIKGs) the other may be call d TUVERYETIN®s* F 
Tpoprrixas i.e. asit led the Prophets of old, by 
revealing to them the truth and matter of the 
Prophely, the objet. And by this way it } 
led all the Apoſtles, to whom the whole |} | 
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| 7-07; 220 
doarine of the Goſpel, and myſtery of 1al- 
vation by Chriſt was reveal'd. And thus holy 
me of God ſpake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghoſl. To this way of leading none can 
prrinng, that doth not prove his commiſſion 
rom God by a miracle, who ſends none of 


| ſuch an errand that cannot make 1t appear 


ſome way, that he came from him. It the 
Enthuſiaflick would have his dreams believed 
to be the dictates and revelations of the Spiriz, 
let him ſhew his letters of Credence from Hea- 
ven ſeal'd with a miracle, and I ſhall not doubt 


”  toſet him above all the Doctors and Shep- 


(23) 


2P.t.,1.21. 


| | herds of theChurch.Otherwiſe he may deceive 


the ſoul and the faculties of it, to all m_ 
1 


timſelt by his ſpirit, he ſhall not deceive me. 


The other way of the Spirits leading 1s 
ovyepyeTino, 1, e. not by revealing any thing to 
us,. but by Co-oper ating with us, by fortifying 


tural actions, by aſſiſtance of grace to inlighten 
the underſtanding to comprehend divine 
truth, to inflame the affections with the love 
of it, to ſupport our endeavours in all diffi - 
culties and temptations. - To this afliſtance 
of the Spirit all the faithful havea right. And 
though m this way the Spirit, cannot deceive 
us, yet we may be deceived in it, becauleit 
d never 


7 35 Were 43 5s vc going jo afrey, p-yRg 


never works but with us ; ifwe fail in what 
we are to do,- then that fails us. 
And bythis way not only private potfchs, 
but pablick Councels are governed. To whom 
the Spirit doth not reveal the matter of their 
Decrees TpGritds, but by way. of co- oper tions 
aſliſts their | indeavours to find obt the 
truth from the proper Topickzof it;the Scrip- 
ture and Antiquity ; for fo all the force of 
their 'decrces idepends upon the reaſon and. 
rounds upon which they are made. For if 
any Councel might grooms tothat other way 
of revelation, ſure that firſt farnons Apoſiolical 
Councel' might; AF-' r5:-Biit that did not « 
otherwifedeterminethe matter in controverſy - 
Atts 15. 7 ther: rOAANs odCnrhoews yeropryncy O, * when 
there had been mach debate and difquifition 
qt of the Seriptures; were the decrees made 
FEES and f1 = endings ly. b+ ſeemed god t the 
"” Hily'Ghoſt audtour. The Apoſtles and El 
ders wok inzoynt commiſlion with the Spirit, 
theſame Lord that ſent the Spirit, fent the A- © | 
| aa allo;! and therefore no eontraditionto 
e led by the Spirit, and by the Shepherdstoo, 


IV. 'HE fourth - ind: laſt leader which is | 
-beoughts m to avoid the: Shepherds, is ; 
the | 


r 


;* 


| \ 
| 
1 


| 


x Pet. 3. 38 


the CONSCIENCE. This is the 


Presbyterians ftrongelt fort againft Obedience. 
If he can get his Conſcience about him, he 
thinks himſelf ſo ſafe that he may bid defiance 
toall Authority. 


In the Commiſſion of leaders, I confeſs, as I 


- ſaid, the Conſcience to be of the Quorum. We 
areto do nothing without it, and muck lets 


againſt it. But then we mult be ſure we . 


miltake not ſomewhat elle for the Conſcience. 


Every diſeaſe and diltemper of the mund , 


cauſlleſs ſcruple, ſlight perſwaſion, ground- 


leſs fear is not the Conſcience, againit which 
weare bound not to act. 

The tender Conſcience, for which ſo much 
favour is pleaded, may provein ſome no bet- 
ter then a diſeaſe of the Soul, a ſpiritual Splene. 
For though 1t be good to be tender of offend. 
ing Godin any thing where it proceeds from 
the good temper and conſtitution of the ſoul, 
whichis the ſame conitantly in all caſes, and 
12.not affected or taken up fora purpoſe, as 
the ſturdy begpger carries his arm 1n a ſtring, 
thatat may, be a Patent to beg and be idle. 

You may know it certainly to be a' diſeaſe 
if it6comes upon us by fitsand farts, as to be 


tender of oftending God when we obey men, 


d 2 and 


(25) 


(26) Ye were as Sheep going aſtray, &C. 
and not to be tender of offending God when 
we diſobey them. If they be not as tender 
of one {ide as of another, as I never find them 
to be, it is but a Paralitick Conſcience that is 
dead of one ſide. For tell him the Church 
commands it, he preſently ſhrinks and ſtartles 
at it; and well fo, for poſſibly he may fin 


that God commands obedience to thoſe that 
rule over us, it moves him not at all, you may 
thruſt a needle into his {1de and he feels it not. 
It ſhews plainly the Conſcience hath a dead 
Palſy on hat fide. - 

But a right and found Conſcience againſt 
which certainly we ought not to act, isa con- 
ſtant and well governed judgment; for not 
to amuſe you as the manner 18 with frivolous 
diſtin&tions and definitions of Conſcience, in 
this caſe the Conſcience is nothing but every 
mans private judgment; for he ought not to 
attempt the doing of any thing, till he hath 
framed. this judgment to himſelf, that it is 
lawful for him to do it. Now ſeeing our 
private judgment hath ſo great power and 
influence as to ifiterrupt the courſe of publick, 
it had need be a true and regular bs nn 
As firſt, -j, OM 


It 


againſt God. But tell him on the other ſide . 
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It mult not be arbitrary, for that we think 
we have reaſon to decline in the publick Ma- 
oiſtrate, to govern by Will and not by Law. 
Many a Conſcience if it were well examined, 
will prove to be nothing but will, not judge- 
ment. 

Every good judgment i upon a full hear- 
1ng of the cauſe of both ſides, all evidences 
duly weighed and examined, then reſolves; 
this is a Conſcience againſt which we ought 
not toact, though poſſibly it might prove to 
be erroneous; yet for all that we muſt know 
that it doth not ſet us free from the guilt of 
diſobeying our Governors. And then this is 
all the benefit our Conſcience will do us in 
caſe of error, that it caſts us into a necefity of 
{inning, by obeying againſt our ſelves, by dil- 
obeying againlt our Governors. We ſhall 
do well therefore to take care, that we make 
not every {light perſwaſton, doubt or ſcruple, 
a Conſcience, truſting to be diſcharged of 

our obedience by that, which indeed binds it 


faſter upon us, for that is the very end and 


benefit for which 1s inſtituted the Paſtoral 
charge, that when we are ſo weak we can 
not ſafely truſt our ſelves, we may rely upof 
that : unleſs we think it a good plea, : wy 
Se ENT FOG LING 2 "_Y 


(27) 


L 


IL 


" 


"< 8) Yew were 4s Sheep g0iug Lalre, &Cc. 


blind and therefore I will no: be led. Iam 
weak and ſickly, and therefore I will nee be 
rul'd by the Phylitian. - 

Now to A up all, if not Reaſon, nor 
Scripture, nor. the Spirit, nor. Conſcience, wall 
57 een us of the duty we owe to the 
Chr in the name of God, let-us not raſhly 

away 1o great a bleſling, that in, all our 

FN and fears, for.our. quiet and. ſecurity, 
we may have recourſe to the Shepherds and 
Biſhops of ourtSguls. 


His is the laſt point, TX Shepherds Flock 
F or the. Biſhops. Dioceſ: the Souls. of 
men. And here we meet with another quar- 
rel from the Presbytery. That they may be 
ſure to ſpoil the Biſhops of all authority, they 
take away their. Dioceſs, the cure of Souls, 
that they may be Biſhops ſine zitulo; for Bi- 
ſhops they are not. either of our bodies or 
eſtates. And why not of our Souls ? Chriſt 
indeed the great Shepherd that purchaſed 
them may rule them, but they are too preci- 
ous for any other Shepherds to Lord over : 
which they ſay is done by binding the Souls 
with Church-laws and cenſures, which Chriſt 
hath ſet at liberty. And- thus they ſet u 

Chr 
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1 Pet. 2. 25. 
Chriſt againſt himſelf, and Chriſtian liberty 
againſt Chriſtian duty. 

S. Paul, I confeſs doth earnelily preſs this 


point of liberty, Srand faſt in the liberty where- Gal.s. r. 


with Chriſt hath made uz free , and be not intangled 
Hgain with The yoak of bondage. But what liberty ? 
It is not ſimply from obedience either to men 
or Laws, for that were deſtructive to Humane 
Society as well as Religion. What then is 
it? It1sno more then that Chriſtians have a 
liberty nt to be Jews. Idare be bold to fay, 
this 1s all that can be made of it. And the 


reafon why S. Paul did fo earneſtly prels it 1s 


evident. The Jews that were willing enough 
to entertain the doctrine of Chriſt, yet were 
not fo eaſily drawn to part with thoſe Rites 


and Ceremonies, to which they had been fo 


long accuſtomed, and upon {fo good authori- 
ty. To humour theſe Simon Maguy and his 


Diſciples ſet up a medly of both Religions 6 


that they might be Chriſts Diſciples and Mbſes 
too. Againit this doctrine S. Paul ſets him- 
ſelf, eſpecially in his Epiſtles to the Romans 
and Galatians, If they have takenupon them 
to be Chriſtians let them ſtand to that, and 


not look back again tothe fieſh having begun in” 


the Spirit, For behold, I Paul fay unto you, if 


I0- 


_ (29) 


2 Wy. 


| (GGzo) Yewereas Sheep going aftray, &c. 
Gals. 2. Je be circumciſed,Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing. To 


claim from hence liberty from any other men _ | 


or laws then the Jews, they might as well ſay 
Chriſt hath here given them liberty not to be 
Chriſtians. For Chrittans we cannot be, 
unleſs we obey the Laws and Gov@nment of 
thoſe that Chriit hath ſet over us. To uſe 
our liberty in this caſe our Apoſtle in the 16. 
verſe of this Chap. hath adjudged it to be no 
: Pet. 2. better then a chk of malitiouſneſ. 

And for thoſe Conſciences which are ſo 
tender that every Church-law pinches and 
galls them, they do without reluctance bind 
their ownSouls.Every private man can dothat 
which we will not indure the Church ſhould 
do. Hethat promuſcth any thing is bound in 
conſcience to perform it,though before hetook 
that bond upon him, he had his Chriſtian l:- 
berty not to doit. Before Ananias promiſed 
to ſell his eſtate, and give it to the Church, 
he was free, S. Peter told him ſo; Was it not 

Ads 5. 4. in thine own power ? Yet aſter that it was not in 
his power to make uſe of that liberty ; for his 
conſcience was bound. And if a promiſe 
may do this, much more a vow or an oath. 
If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or ſmear an oath © 


zo bind bis Soul, Numb. zo. 2. ( the Soul 


"_ 


Nun. 39-2 
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: 1t over Gods inheritance. 


| uponit with an impartialeye, they ſhall find . 


2%, (18 St, \2...24 
maybe bound.) he ſhall not break hit word, he 
{hall o according to all that proceeaeth out of his 
mouth. p | 

If a man ſhould be ſo unreaſonable as to 
fay,: his conſcience may be bound by himlelf, 
but-not by any elſe. Do not they themſelves, 
as their manner 1s in their Sermons, bind over 
their hearers to anſwer for them at the day of 
judgment ?. and what a heap and load of Ser- 
mons mult then ly upon their Conſciences ? 
thongh the truth is, they bind none but them- 
ſelves, and that to repent for corrupting Czods 
Word, and mitleading the people into Facti- 
on, Sedition and Difobedience, to ſay no 


 worle. 


Let us ſeriouſly con{ider and compare that 


which they would avoid, with that which 


| - they indeavour to ſet up in the room of it. 
7 They would avoid 


firſt the power of the 
Church m her Laws and Cenſures as a domi- 
necring over mens conſciences, anda lordin 

But if they look 


all contrary, nothing but moderation; as | 


firft wthevery ſtile of the Church, that there 


| wightbenoharſbwords. Thelaws by which 


they govern, are not call'd laws but canons , 
"2 that 


Gi) Y 
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that is, rules to guide, rather then force: 
2. Church-puniſhments are not call'd pene 
but cenſure, not that they are ſweetned with 


| good words only,but with real benefit; for they 


are notas temporal puniſhments ad vindiambut 
ad diſciplinam, tor the amendment, not revenge 
of ſm. 3. The temporal judge, if not So- 
veraign, {camot pardon the felomy though 
he would. The Ecclehiaſtical judge cannot 
but pardon though he would not. Eccleſia non 
claudit gremium redeuntibue, 18a rule inthe Court 
Chriſtian. The Church refuſeth none that 
will return and repent. There is no ſuch rule 
in ſecular Courts, that the thief or murtherer 
—_ repentance may be pardoned. And by 

7burch-Canons in elder times it was deemed an 
irregularity to be preſent at a ſentence Bf 


blood. Not that 3t isa crime. tobe ſo, but 


as the Canon ſpeaks, propter defefum lenitatis, 
that nothing in them might ſeem to be of 
harſhneſs or cruelty. The higheſt and moſt 


terrible of all Church-cenſures, of which men 


. ſeem tobe moſt impatient, how harmleſs and 


gentle is it, Excommunication? If he be not 
uilty, clavibus.errantibus, he 1snever the worſe 


or it; the bonds fall off themſelves; if he 


be 
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i Pet. 2. 25. 


be guilty, he may be the better for it if he will. 
When S. Pauljudged the inceituous Grinthian 


to -be delivered unto Satan, and this was 
thought to be Excommunication and ſome- 
what more ; yet this was for his benefit, for 


the deſiruStion of the fleſh, that the ſpirit might be vert 5. 


ſaved ..in the day of our Lord Jeſus, verſe x. 
W hat is there in all this that ſhould fright us 
from our obedience ? 

But now let us ſee what on the other {ide 
they, would ſet up inthe room of this. A hi. 
berty of Conſcience, forſooth, from the fetters of 
laws, that they might not ſerve God in bonds 
like {laves, but freely. That they may preach 
what they wall, and as long as they wall. That 
they may pray how they will, and falt when 


they will. That they may ſtand and kneel | 


where and when they will. Indeeda true 


- arbitrary Will-worſhip , inſtead of a lawful or- 


derly ſerving of God, . a confuſ1on of all. 

But they hold themſelves wrong'd to be 
charged with will-worſhup, for that they do 
all by Reaſon and the Scripture and the Spirit. 
Yet for all that pretenſe they are {till under 
that charge ; becaule all theſe are at their own 
wills ; - what ſeQary is there that witha wet 
finger cannot, nay doth not challenge Rea- 
e's] 8 ſon, 


£5 


I Cor.1.3, 


(34) Ne were as Sheep going aſtray, &c. 
ſon, the Scripture, the Spirit and Conſci-. 
ence to befor him, when he will? - - © # 
And why do they allow "theſe to' guide 
them and not the Shepherds, but becauſe 
theſe areat their beck and will, but the Shep- 
' herds are not ? And therefore becauſe they 
cannot command them, they would berid” of 
them , that fo they might without control, 
Lord it as they will. | = 
But I ſhall trouble you no longer with our 
Sh erds or their Adver aries, but for a' con- 
chulion and caution refle& upon our ſelves: 
for though Chriſt hath- committed the cure 
of our. ſouls to others, he'hath not taken-it 
from our ſelves. - The* Shepherds were 'pi- 
ven for a help to eaſe us m it, not to caſe us 
of it. Every one may and muſt be by a con- 
current*care a Shepherd and Biſhop to him- 
ſelf;-and ther here {hall take leave only to * 
put yon in mind of your Dioceſs, your Souls, 
that ye be not our Apoſtles «>Aorprriouore, 
Per-4-15 in this Epiſtle, that we miſtake not our Cure; 
for there be other things we have as great af- 
fe&ion for as our Souls, T with we had not. 
Fhe rich glutton in the Goſpel, when he ſaid 
SM ,to his Soul, Soul rake thine eaſe, tho haſt much 
goods laid up for thee, &c. ſure he muſtook his 
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- the foul by prayer and faſting to fit and pre- 


health apaift it, it ſhews weare no ill Curates 


of the world are governed, which employ the 


our ſouls. The Holy Ghoſt takes no other notice 
of theſe then as if they were but bodies, and 


"Ov. 2 999 
body-:for his Soul, for there was nothing in 
ifs barns that- could feed that. This 1s no 
greater an error and miſtake then we dayly 
commit our ſelves; to go no farther then 
this preſent time. Lent, if there were any 
thing left of it among us but the name, charges 


pare it {elf to meet our Lord atthe Reſurrecti- 
on. When we plead our conſtitution and 


of our bodies, whatſoever we be of our 
ſouls. 

Yea that which hath a better title to be our 
ſoals will-not-lie within thts Cure ; the inrel- 
lefFual and principal part of the ſoul, and the 
inriching it with the knowledge of Arts and 
Sciences, ſpeculative and practick, by which 
all our affairs and the greateſt of all the affairs 


fouls beſt vertues and indowments, and for 
which none but great and noble fouls are fit. 
Yet this is' not the foul for which Chrilt died, 
andis tobe our Cure. For when we have gain- 
ed this and all the world befides we may loſe 


indeed 


(36) Ye were as Sheep going aſtray, &c. 
—_ indeed. for their ' continuance they arenobet- 
ter, for they periſh with our bodies ; the great- 
eſt wits and wilſelt, cordu& lie buried in their 
duſt with them, nor will they appear again 
for us 1n. that world where the ſoul is moſt 
.concern'd. In a, word, the - Scripture owns 


S condition which muſt live and continue for 
ever. Nothing is worthy that name that 

_ 4s not immortal. Yet I muſt recal my elf 

when . I ſaid theſe mortal ſouls, that. is, 

in their temporal condition, . are not with- 

in our, Cure; to, get, it may be not, 

but-to uſe they are. The meaneſt of them 

all our Saviour .exprelly commits. to. our 

Luk. 16.5. Charge.» Make. you friends of unrighteour Mam- 

mon , that they may receive you into everlaſting 

habations. |  T hings everlaſting are proper 

for -the ſoul; And it. you ſhall make you 

friends likewiſe of; your honours, powers, and 

knowledge , for the advantage of Gods honour 

- and ſervice, certainly they will do as much 
for you -as. Mammon can... For .thus theſe 
mortals do. put on immortality , theſe cor- 


x Cor.15» *n_ | ae” . 
54  ruptibles do put vn. incorruption. You 
may un this ſenſe make a ſoul out of your 


bodies 
vody 


no lohng or ſaving to the. ſohil but in that. 


r TW. % "XD. 
bodies by the chaft, ſober and temperate 
uſe of them. And ſo our bodies and all 
elſe become the proper Cure of our ſouls, 
and in the diſcharge . of that care, we may 
expect the bleſſing of good Shepherds as 
well as that of good Sheep. And when 
the chief Shepherd [hal appear , ye ſhall receive 


I Pet.5. 4. 


a crown of Glory that fadeth not away. 
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Of Pravrer to Go, 


and 


Of Hearing his WorD 


Preached at WHITEHALL before the 
KING in LENT. 


By the Right Reverend Father in God, 


B. Lord Biſhop of EL p i - 


Toredtife ſome miſ-underſtandin g, through 
which the Uſe and Benefit of Two Neceſlary 


Parts and Duties of Religion is much perverted. 
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SERMONS, 
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A SERMON * 


Preached before His 
Majeſty at Whitehall, April 5. 1663. 


Heb. x11. Verſe xv. 


By Him therefore let us offer the Sacri- 
fice of Praiſe to God continually ; that 
is, the Fruit of our Lips,giving thanks 
to His Name; or, Confeſsing to His 
Name, as the Margin reads more 


| - 
agreeable to the Greek. 


S4-2>- E havean Altar in the Tenth 
ECL Verſe, and in this we have 
hos 
< 


” a Sacrifice: But what Al- 
\ A\ VA VEAD9 tar, and what Sacrifice ? 
ENS DIE for they are ſcandalous 

wm ” words. Forthe Altar, let 
that fall,ifthe Sacrifice cannot ſupport it : But 
for the Sacrifice, whereof we are now to treat, 
it 1s, I confeſs,a word of offence,becauſe there 
goes under the name of a Chriſtian Sacrifice, 


that which our Church calls a blaſphemous fable, art.z1. 
-and dangerous deceit. Should I leave you with- 


A 2 out 
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Of Prayer ro God, 


out any Caution upon that for and danger 
in Sacrificing, it would beto little purpoſe to 
offer at the commending of any : For weare 
too often troubled more with words, than 
what they ſignihe; And therefore as the Ora | 
tor adviſeth, when ſuch a:caſe ſhall __ Mi- 
tigandas eſſe prius aures ; ſomewhat muit be ſaid 
beforchand to removea reudice that wall fall 
upon all that ſhall be ſaid after.: That which 
the Article ſpeaks of is the Sacrifice of the Maſs, 
wherein the Prieſts of that Sacrifice ſay, That 
Chriſt himſelf is really ſacrificed for the quick and 
dead.:; And for a of this,our Church; 19not 
* by them allowed to haye cither Priclt Or. Da- 
crifice. 

'Tistrue, we pretend not to that Myſtical 
Artand Chywiſtry, to turn the. Elements of 
Bread and Wane into, the Natural Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, by which alone they make 
| themſclyes Prieſts; wr, Him. the Sacrifice I 

put in no claim. therefore. from this Text;either 
to that Priclf, or, this Sacrifice; but;:yet to.a 

right 1 in both, but. both of another kinde : 
For-the Sacrifice, the Text 1 is clear, and the 
Prieſt follows of courſe ,; there can. beno Sa-. 
 crifice without bim.. And: it, 18 asclear. too; 
| That; itis not the Sacrifice of the Maſs;though | 
| Chriſt 


_ upon oceca(1ons, but continually, a daily Sacrifice. 


Hebr. 13. Verſe 15. 
Chriſt himſelf be in it ; for 'tis he whom we fir{t 
meet with in the Text, By him. | Here indeed 
he is, but not in the quality of a Sacrifice to be 
offered, as in the Maſs,whereof he is the Mar- 
ter, but.asa Mediator only. It 1s not Him, but 
By him we are to offer. 

Now ſeeing we may be ſecure,it 18 not that 
we might poſſibly fear; let us ſee what it is 
we may ſafely, and muſt neceſſarily per- 
form. Fe) : | 

We are fir{t tooffer a Sacrifice ro God... 

2. That for the kind, is Eucharflical, not 

Propitatory. 

3. The Mater of it is to be, not the Fruit of 
our Fields, or of our Flocks, but of our Lips. 

- 4-Not every fruit that grows upon the lips, 
but Yarew! omoAoyerluy lips Confeſsing to his ( 1.0, 
Gods .,) Name. et 

. 5.This confeſſing here is not of him,(though 
that be otherwiſe neceſlary ; for he that denies 


| lym, ſhall be denied by him )-but To him, and 


that makes it a Sacrifice. | 
6. It muſt be 7 Him, and not to any Crea- 
zure, Saint, or Angel, Praiſe them we may, 
but offer a Sacrifice of praiſe, we muſt not. 
7.t isnot a Sacrifice to be done at ſtarts,and 


8.It 


ph 


Of ProyertoGod; 


8. It is to be offered by Him, that is,by Chriſts 
merits and mediation.” Tis that which gives power 
and efficacy to this and all our fervices,which 
would be nothing worth, if we came in our 
Own names. 

Laſtly, You have the' Reaſom, why all 
this, Therefore ; and that ſends us back to the 
Twelfth Verſe, Wherefore Jeſus, that he might 
ſanfiifie the people by his Blood, ſuffered without the 
Gate. That he ſuffered for us, and that he 
ſuffered without the Gate are the reaſons,why 
by bim, and why of w. By him, becauſe by the 
ſacrificing of himſelf, he made our = with 
God, By him therefore let us offer the ſacrifice of 
praiſe to God for it, And why of as * Becauſe he 
ſuffered without the Gate ; whither the Jews that 
were within the Gate muſt go out and follow 
him, 1n the next Verſe, leaving their Gry and 
Sanctuary. And we the Gemiles that are with- 
out the Gate already, may find him in our 
own Territories, that fo both Jew and Gen- 
tile ckoxoyWvles joyntly. together, as the word 

imports, May confeſs ro the honour of his 
Name. _ - | | 

And as Therefore carries in it the reaſon of 
our duty, ſoit doth in that ſame accommoda. 
tion it hath to the time: For this 1s Paſsion 


Sunday ; 


©. Hebr. 13. Verſe 15. 
Sunday ; and why ſo called,we learn from Fu- 
pertus and others, becauſe the Jews on this day 
met together, to conſult of and contrive the 


death of our Lord , which,not many days after, 
they effected. 


It will not be fit (I confeſs ) for that reaſon, 


to anticipate the Medizations proper to that So- 
lemnity. Yet asnow the Paſcan was 11 pre- 
paration and conception by them, it will be 


ſo far a keeping of time with it.if we alſo now | 
(hall m__ a Dacrifice of praiſe for it, that | 


we may be fit then to honor God by confeſſing 
to his Name, the wonderful mercies and un- 
ſpeakable benefits we receive by the Paſsion 
and Reſurrection of our Lord, - 

By him therefore let us offer the $ acrifice of Praiſe 
10 God continually, that is, the Fruit of our lips, con- 
feſsing to his Name. 

And that we may the better perform our 
Sacrifice of Praiſe, Let us by him alſo offer a S acri- 
fice of Prayer, &c. 


'Hat we are to offer a SACRIFICE # 
God, 1s here ſo plainly enjoyned, and fo 
punQtually deſcribed, both for matter and man- 
ner Jn every circumſiance, that one would think 
it ſtrange it ſhould be negleed, and more 
| Et cn _ ſtrange 
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Of Prayer to God ; 
ſtrange it ſhould becontemned- by any. But 
for our ſelves,if we would be clear in this mat- 
ter-(.as every good manſhoulddefire to be ) it 
3s fit we call ourſelves to account when, and 
how we perform it. 

The Ancient and. Primitive Church ( of whom 
this may belt be learned ) did,in conſcience of 
their duty herein,compole ſeveral Liturgies,that 
by them they might have a Publick daily Sacri- 

e for the honor and worſhip of God; as that 
of St. James at Jeruſalem, St. Marks at Alexan- 
dria; after that, St. Chryſoſtoms at Antioch, St. 
Bafils at Ceſaria, St. Gregories at Rome'; and in- 
deed;there was no Church without one. They 
that wrote Apologies-for the Chriſtians, being of 
the Heathen accuſed of Atheiſm, becauſe they 
were never ſeen to offer ſacrifice to the Gods 
for anſwer to that, had recourſe to this S acri- 
fice of Praiſe n the Text. _ 
- The Copies of thoſe Ancient Liturgies, as 
they come now to our hands, have-nodoubt_ 
ſuffered the fate of time, that is, ſome changes, 
by which the prepoſterous zeal of ſome hath 
overcharged them with numerous, and ſome- 
times ſuperſtitious Additions; yet the ſubſtance 
and intendment of them was to perform this 
duty, And therefore our Church, that never 
was 


| Hebr. 13. Verſe 15. Wo 
was of the mind to fling away Chaft and 
Corn, both at once, That they might not 
want what all Churches ever had ; ſo ordered 
our L[iturgie, that by it Ye might with ſalety 

| and true devotion, daily Sacrifice to the praiſe 
and honor of God. Where. they have tol- 
lowed, not only the Precept, but Patern alſo 
from this Text, as by a ſhort parallel between 
them, may vilibly appear ; as hrſt, 

The Text calls us to a S —__ the Li- 
turgie 1s that Sacrifice. Antioch was the place 
where Chrifls Diſciples were fir{t called Chriſti- 
ans; and Antioch 1s the place where the Chriſtian 
Service 1s fir(t called a Liturgie.We find the Diſ- 1g 
ciples met together at their Liturgie. AciTvpy91lwy 
Je auTwY Tw Kupiw x, vnoTEvovTwy, which we tran- 
flate,Faſling and Miniſtring to the Lord ; for Meirvp- 
yiz properly l1gnifies a Publick Miniſtration ; to 
which;the word uſed by the Church, fits well, 
calling it Common Prayer ; and is ſo expounded 
by-St,Luke hitnſelf in the next Verſe,VVhen they TIT 
had Kafted- and Prayed. Thus Liturgie or Miniſtring M 
zo God,muſt needs be in ſomething for His honor 
and ſervice, whuch 1s properly a Sacrifice. 

.-Hecondly, As it'1 @ Baſes to God, foto 1 
none but.God : We-call it Divine Service, and 
ſoweuleit, No Creature, Saint, or Angel, hath 


B any 
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Of Prayer to God; _ 
any partinit, as in ſome they have. Praiſe 
them we may for the good ſervice they have _. 
done the Church , but offer a Sacrifice of Praiſe 
we may not. It was never heard, faith St. 
Auguſtine, Offero tibi $ acrificium, Petre,or Paule, 
or Cypriane, And though the invocationof 
them ſ{1mply be not a Sacrifice, yet it is ſuch, 
when uſed m Divine Service in the place of one. 
And that it 1s not heard in our Liturgie,it 1s no 
doubt, with their good leave and liking too. 
The Angel;Rev. 19.will anſwer for that Order : 
When 'Y: John would have worſhipp'd hum, 
Doit not - he ) 1 am your fellow ſervant. And 
the Apolitles Pauland Barnabas for their Order, 
when the men of Lyſira would have ſacrificed 
to them, they cried out, Sirs, why do you theſe 
things ? we alſo are men of the like P aſions with you. 
T hat they afe Gods friends, intitles them to no 
more than a place in his Court to do him ſer- 
vice, notin his Throne to receive any. And 
therefore that honor which God hath not given 


to another, we have not g1VEN tothem mn our 


un | 
Thirdly, The Sacrifice of the Text is Eu- 
chariſlical, a Sacrifice of Praiſe, and'fo is our 
Liturgie. We pretend to noexpiation or fa- 
tisfaction for fins, cither of quick or dead : 
| We 


— 


Hebr. 12. Verſe I5. 


We owe that to a better Sacrifice. Tne price of 


Redemption is greater than any ſervice we can 
do: It coſt more to redeem our foals, we 
mult let that alone for ever ; and therefore in 
the Liturgie, our Sacrihce is {et to no higher 
key, than, Ve praiſe thee, O God, &cc. 
Fourthly, In every Sacrifice there mult be 
ſomething offered, and that in the Text is the 
fruitof our Lips : For though the Root of this 
and every good ſervice, mult be 1 the heart, 
yet the fruit mult ſprout outwardly 1n the 
lips. For though a vertue may ſometimes be 
accompliſhed in the heart only, yet neither 
this nor Prayer it ſelf, if private or mental on- 
ly, ( though otherwiſe of excellent uſe ) will 
amount to a Sacrifice,till it come into the 
lips; for no proper Sacrifice is mviſible : And 
therefore in our Liturgie, as we pray, that God 
would open our lips; ſo we pra&tile when we 
joyn with the Prieſt in the Confeſrons and Pſalms, 
and in ſuch things where he alone 1s not con- 
cerned. X : 
Fifthly, It is not every fruit that grows 
upon the lips, is fit to make a Sacrifice, but 
Yeaews ofkooyeslorlips that confeſs to his Name.But 
how comes confefſing more than- any thin 
elſe,torelate toa Sacrifice? It is thus. The en 
| B 2 al 
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Of Prayer toGod, © 
and import of every thing offered to God in 
Sacrifice Euchariſtical, is a P rofeſſion and Ac- 
knowledgment of ſome bleſsing beſtowed upon 
the Sacriticer ; and fſoeither exprefly or imph- 
citely 1s joyned with it. As for inſtance; 
At the offering of the fir/t-fruirs, they are com- 
manded to make a Confeſsim in this form. 
Thou (halt go unto the Prieſt, -and ſay thus unto him, 
I confeſs this day unto the Lord thy Goa, that I am 
come into the Country which the Lord ſware unto our 
Fathers to give us ; T hat is,in the firſi-fruis they 
confeſs the Land that bore them to be of 
Gods gift. Now of ſuch confeſſions as theſe, 
the whole body and matter of the Liturgie 1s 

framed. fol 
Our firſt addreſs and approach into Gods 
preſence is, by a Confeſsion of our ſins, which 1s 
a-putting off our ſhooes with the deftilements 
we have contracted m our ways ; for the place 
and preſenceis holy. And by this we make 
Profeſſion and Acknowledgment of Gods per- 
fect purity and holineſs, in that we preſume 
not-to come into his preſence, till we firſt put 
oft our uncleanneſs. | 
T hen follows the Abſolution ; and this is an- 
other Confeſſion”.of his .infinite mercy, that: 
he 1s willing + to-' forgive our ſins, and to 
ule 


"Zh. 12. W eſe I5. 


uſe the miniſtry of {inful man, to confer - it 
upon us. * : 

Then we have the Hymns and Pſalms,which 
is a third Conteſſion to his Name, whereby we 
do with cheartul and thankful hearts,acknow- 
led Ige him to be the Author of all the good we 
enjoy, or hope for. 

For Leſſons we have the Scriptures read,and 
they are written for our learain g : Inthatwe 
confeſs, God to be our infallible Teacher, to 
whole Oracles we ſubmit to be guided, both 1 in 
faith and manners. 

And becauſe the Rules of both lie difluſed 
through the whole body of Scripture,we have 
them ſumm'd up in the Creeds and Decalogue. 
In the Creeds we acknowledge our faith in his 
wiſdom, who hath ſo myſteriouſly contrived 
the means and way of our Salvation, before un- 
known to Men and Angels : And inthe:Deca- 
lgue we confels his Dominion, That he is our 

Lawgiver ; and to that our Patron allo, not on- 
ly grvesus Laws but Grace, and hearts to keep 
them. 


In the Collefs, Prayers, and Supplications, for | 


the ſupply of our wants and neceſſities,as well 
temporal as ſpiritual, we acknowledge every 
good. gift,, and every, vperyen? giring to come: down: from 
the Father of lights. But 


or 
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Of Trayer to God : 
But the chief of all the Confeſſions is that, 


for which our Saviour inſtituted a Sacrament. 


Do this m remembrance of me; thatis, in Com- 
memoration and Acknow edgment of what 
he by his blood hath purchaſed for us: For 
we mult not think, as ſome do, that a Sacra- 
ment ſhould be inſtituted for relief only of a 
bad memory, like a thred tied about the fin- 
ger ; but ſolemnly to celebrate the memory of 
the oreateſt of bleſſings that God ever beſtow- 
cd upon men ; the Redemptionof our Souls by 
the blood ofhis dear Son : And therefore this 
Confeſsion carries away from all the reſt, the 
name of an Euchariſt, a —— of Praife and 
Thank giving. 

By this we ſee the matter of the Sacrifice of 
the Text fulfilled in the Liturgie by Confeſsing to 
bis Name. 

The next thing to be obſerved is, the circum- 
fiance of time when this Sacrifice is to be offer- 
ed, and that is continually. In conformity to 
this, our Service is a continual daily facrifice, 
a Morning and Evening Prayer. And though the 
greateſt benefit of this .belongs to thole that 
daily attend 1t; yet becauſe. it is the Publick - 
Secrifice of the dh all that are Members of 
that have their part and intereſt in it, though 

| they 
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they be abſent, yet not in equal meaſure. The 
preſent are intitled to the benefit as a Sacrifice 
offered by them, the abſent as a Sacrifice offered 
for them. For this 1s our juge Sacrificium that 
is perpetually burning upon the Altar, for 
the ſervice of God, and in behalf of every 
member of the Church, that *doth not porere 
obicem, ſet a bar upon himſelf by his wilful 
| negleof it, and oppolitionto it. 

Laſtly, By him weare to offer; 'Tis his me- 
rit and mediation: that crowns the Sacrifice. 
In vain ſhould {inful man-approach ſo great a 
Majeſly in his own Name ; but by him who 
hath made our peace with God, and ſanflified us by 
his blood, we may find acceſs to him. This 
by bim gives the Characteriftical diflerence of 
the Chriſtian ſacrifice from all others ; for other- 
wile the Sacrifice of Praiſe was common to all 
t1mes before, and under the Law. You find 
in many. Pſalms a Sacrifice of Praiſe: and 
Thankſgiving, but in none of them hy him, 1n 
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Chrifts name. Hitherto ye have asked nothing in v7: 19%" 


my Name { ſays our Saviour ) but hereafter his 
Name will give vertue and efficacy to all our 
| ſervices: And therefore to gain ſo gracious 
an Advocate with the Father, our Prayers and 
| Supplications are in the irwreie offered up in 


his 
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his Name, concluding always, By the merits of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 


F* Hus you ſee the Text :exemplitied 
throughout in the Litarey ; and the Litur- 
gie therefore warranted by the Text. I could 
not promiſe niy ſelf time enough. to take a 
view of all the particulars, I have therefore 
reduced that I have to ſay at this time; to this 
one Obſervation in-grols. | 


T hat our Liturgie or Common Prayer 
is a true Sacrifice to'God, for the praiſe 
and honor of Fits Name. 


And. to. this I, ſhall not beg the aſſent of 
_thoſethat hke-it not, but require it; and by 
the anthority-.of the ſame Apyile in another 
place, Rom.1 5.8. where we read, That Jeſus 
Chriſt was a Miniſter of the Circumciſion for. the truth 
of God; to confirm the promiſe made unto the Fathers. 
Now what that pronuſe was, he tells.us in 
the-next verſe. That the Gentiles might glorifie 
God for his mercy, as it 4s written, 'For - the. I 
| will confeſs toi thee among ” the | Geitiles, and. ſing 
praiſes unto thy Name. Here are Confeſſions, 

| and 
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and praiſes, and Singing, by which &@od is to 
be glorified among. the Gentiles : They that 
will be Chriſtians upon other terms,do in efie&t 
make God a lier, who pronuſed it ſhould be 
{o. | 
And yet they that would not have it fo, 
are very many, and of many ſorts;and though 
I cannot think the worſe of it, that it lies un- 
der a popular diflike ; yet becauſe it 1s no Ul! 
way of learning our duties by the folly of thoſe. 
that oppoſe it, I ſhall give you a ſhort account 
of them. ; 

The ATHEIST firſt charges it with fuch 
weapons as he-hath, ſcornand droflery: That 
theſe Forms, and Ceremonies, and Pageaniry of 
. worſhipping God in Liturgies, 1s but a trade in- 
vented by the Prieſts, to get their living, and 
according to the priviledge of Inventors, they 
claim 2 Monopoly, that they only may have the 
offering of that S acrifice ; 

It 18not ſtrange, that they who have not God 
in their hearts,- as the Prophet David ſpeaks of 
thoſe fools, ſhould have any ſacrifice in their 
lips for him. 1n this only, I confeſs, they are 
no fools. If there be no God, we need not 
trouble our ſelves about a Sacrifice ; but it 
there be a God, let them take the fool __ . 

or 


I. 


Of Prayer to God 


for Sacrifice is his due. Never was any Nation 
ſo barbarous,that fancied a Deity,but thought 


it neceflary to make ſome teſtification and ac- 
knowledgment of it by Sacrifice. | 
Totheſe we may joyn the whole Herd of 
SECT ARIES, who are but a kind of 
godly Atheiſts. When the late ſtorm that raged 
amongſt us, brought with it thoſe Locuſts that | 
over-ſpread the Nation ; though their whole 
buſineſs was to deſtroy, yet of all moſt viru- 
lently the Publick Service of the Church. And 
hence it 1s, thatin the practice of their devo- 
tions, you ſhall ind nothing that looks hike the 
offering of a Sacrifice of praiſe for the honor of God : 
But their meeting together, is only to tell one 
another their dreams and ridiculous phanſies, 
belying the holy Spirit an hour or two, and 
then depart. And ſo I leave them. 
And come to another fort of enemies,whom 
I intend more particularly to call to an ac- 
count, and the rather, vecauſe they ſeem to 
allow of a Publick S acrifice of praiſe, as far as a. 
freeDirefory will go ; but for a ſet and {tinted 
Liturgie ( as they call it ) they haveit in abomi- 
nation, as appears by the heap of accuſations 


they bring againlt it. 


I, That 
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1. Thatit is apolluted unclean thing. 

2. Thatit is a dead Sacrifice. 

3. A Book-ſervice of the Letter, and not of the 
Spirit. | 

4. A Childiſh. 

5. Confuſed. 

6. Improper, impertinent ſervice. 

7. A tedious ſervice. 

8. A lameſacriſice, full of defefs. 

And laſtly, A blinde one, that edifies not. 

All this dirt and filth they caſt upon it, is 
ealily wiped off with a right underſtanding 
of this only general DoEtrine of the Texrt, 
That it is a ſacrifice of praiſe to God for the honour of 
His Name. 

Firſt, They fay it is a polluted unclean thing, 
taken out of the Popiſh Miſſal and Breviary : 
But if it be truly according to the patern in 
the Text, as ye have heard, a Sacrifice of praiſe 
to God, we need not be troubled through 
what hands it paſled before it came to us : For 
as we are not aſhamed to confeſs that our Fe- 
ligion is not a new, but Reform'd Religion ; 1o, 
nor need we be aſhamed to ſay, We worſhi 
God, not by a new, but Reform'd Liturgie : An 
fo our Faith and Worſhip are both ofa piece,and 
both asold as the Text. 

C 2 Secondly, 


*. aaa - 


| 
|. 


(© er S2 aih 


Of Prayer to Gol ; 
Secondly, They fay it 18'4 dead Sacrifice, 
made up of empty Forms and Ceremonies, void 
ofthat hfe and aftection-which 3s neceſlary in 
Gods ſervice. If there be that want of afte&tion 
in our Prayers, it is a fault, he where it may ; 
But certainly the Forms are not guilty of it. It 
is iryuſtice to require thatin a Sacrifice, which 
belongs only to him that offers it. The 
Church that compoſed the Forms cannot create 
affefliom, It we come to this Sacrifice and leave 
our hearts behind us, I know where the blame 
mult he. | 
But you. wall ſay, you'do not accuſe Ser 
Forms, for want of hte in themſelves, but that 
by the continual repetition of the ſame things, 
they be-dead affefhon in thoſe that ſhould have 
it. And how, I pray, ſhould that be? Ifthe 
ſenſe ofreal wants and Gbleſcings, which are al- 
| ways the ſame, Cannot keep up our affections, 
how ſhould a new ſet.of words doit? Can 
we 1mapine that Gad ſhould be taken with va- 
riety and ſhift of phraſes, or that the affection - 
that takes heat from them, will render the ſer- 
Tice NOTe acceptable to God ? : 
And therefore, when they complain that 
their devotion 1s tired with nothing but Al. 
mighty and moſt merciful Father, in the Morning , 


and 
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and Almighty and moſt merciful Father,n the Even- 


ing; and theſame over and over again every 


day : That complaint did never lic againit the 
Jews daily Sacrifice,which was a type of ours ; 
that there was a Lamb m the morning, anda 
Lamb again at evening ; and the ſame over again 
every day in the year. When our Sarwur at his 
lalt agony in the Garden, three times retired 
tumſelf from his Diſciples to pray, he uſed (ill 
the ſame form of words without any.change, 


St. Matth.26.4 4.And who dares ſay he want- 
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ed ability to vary his prayer,or can ſay, he want- | 
ed affgctioathough he did not ? For as St. Luke ,, , 
relates it, He prayed ſo earneſtly, that his ſwee was 22.4. 


as it were great drops of blood falling down 1 the 
ground, and then ſure there was no want of 
affection ; for when our zeal is at the hotteſt, we 
do not uſe to {wet at our prayers. 

I goon to a third charge; That Set forms, 
inſtead of helping us, hinder the Spirin by 
which we ſhould pray. The truth is, Such 
as the Spirit may be,and too often ulſcth to be, 
it ought rather to be bound with chains, than 
$ leftat liberty ; under a Form of Praying, to 
3 Libeltheir Governors,or whom, or what they 
$ pleaſe to bring into hatred with the people: 
But for the true Spirit of Prayer, that cannot 
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Of Prayer to God; + 
be tyed with words : For they are utterly muſ- 
taken that think the Sparit of Prayer, ſupplies 
any defect of words or phraſes ; for that very 
Text of St.Paul;whereon they ground it,con- 
futes them ; Fom.8. 26. The Spirit helpeth our in- 

ities, But in what? not in words ; for 


- what the Spirit __—_ are there ſaid to be 


Y 3 


zpprrz» not ſpoken at all , or, as we tranſlate it, 
which cannot be uttered. -What then doth it ſup- 
ply ? It maketh interceſsion for us with groans,which 


, Cannot be uttered. The true Spirit of Prayer 


conliſts in groans, in zeal, and fervency ; and 
that, where it 1s, will animate and put life 
into any Form of Prayer. They ,- call 
Forms of their own making, or borrowing, 
con'd without Book, Praying by the Spirit, 
do both cheat the people, and blaſpheme the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

A Fourth Obje&tion 1s, That it is buta 
Book-Sacrifice, a Reading-Service, which 
any child may do. They complain it ſeems 
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of caſe : If God ſhould require a harder thing +2 
of us, as no doubt there are many harder 


things to be done, do them we muſt. The 
ealineſs lays the greater obligation upon us: # 
How ridiculous would this exception appear | 
againſt the Legal $ acrifices! A Butcher could {| 
kill | 
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kill and dreſs a Lamb, as well as a Priefi. This 
is a falſe, deceitful weight. Gods ſervice is not 
to be weighed by the labor of doing, but by 
the relatim to him, for whom it 18 done : And 
therefore King Solomon;when, by the advice of 
his Father upon his death-bed, he call'd to ac- 
count the chief Leaders in the rebellien of A- 
doniah, as Joab that commanded in chief, and 
Abiathar the High Prieſt, made no queſtion of 
putting Adi, and Joab to death ; but for 
Abiathar,though he deprived him of his office, 
yet he ſpared his life. And why? he gives 


no other reaſon but this; Becauſe he bore the Ark 


before his Father David. But was that a work of 


ſuch. merit and difficulty ? Could not any 


Porter do as much ? 1t was but carrying of a 
Cheſt. Solomon did not take his meaſure by 
that. That Sacred Cheſt, the Ark, was a Symbol 
of Gods preſence ; it had relation to his Ser- 
VICE, Fe, | that he preferred before his own ; 
for Adoniah was his Brother of the half-blood, 
and Joab his coſin-german. 

You that are the Kings ſervants here in Court, 
do not weigh the merit and honor of your 
places, which you juſtly have, by the pains 
and difficulty of your ſervice,which we know 
im many 1s little enough, but by the great- 
_ neſs 
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neſs of the . Maſter for whom you doit. Chul- 
dren:may be able ta ;read the Book, but not 
thereforefitto tferthe Sacrifice, '; _. 


\Theyare troubled with' the rade, confuſed 
noiſe that 15 made by.the people,in anſwering | 
tothe Confeſsions. and: Pſabns. It:ſeemstheir ears 


are as tender-as their:confciences, and both a- 


hke out of tune : For thisisa Publick Sacrifice, 
220105 10 the:Text, ti;16. a' Confeſsing together. 
Now there car» beno:.cormmunication 'ofmen 
together, butiby'ſpecch; and: therefore of ne- 
ceſlity it muſt be the Fruit 'of our Lips. But 
whule we, in obedience to that; pray God to.open 
our Lips, they teach-the. people to ſbur them. 
They take (it very. th ithat they are ſilenced, 
though they deſerve it, and yet {tick not to 
ſilence the whole Congregation,” without any of- | 


.  fenceor fault oftheirs,'\- 4411 by 


They ſay it 41s an improperand 1impertinent 
Service: We uſe ſuch Hymns and Pſalms for 
our Praiſes and Thankſgivings as are not proper 
and applable to us: For how can any .one 
that is a Man, ſayin the Magnificat,.. Thou haſt 
regarded the lowlineſs of thy handmaid ? Or how 
can it be ſeaſonable for all, eſpecially young 
men,to ſay in the Nunc dimittas,, Lord now let thy 
ſervant depart in peace. | 
; For 


Neve. 13. Verſe 15 

For anſwer to this, and the reſt of that 
kind: It 1s but turning to the Doctrine of the 
Text, as we have done in all the reſt. The 
Liturgie is the ChurchesPublick Sacrifice of Praiſe; 
and in that we arenot only to give thanks for 
bleſsings rmmediately conferred upon our per- 
ſons, but upon us with the whole Church, 
by the intervention of others. For in the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin we do all partake of the grace done to 
her, being taken to be the Mother of our Lord. 
And in old Simeon we rejoyce at the fight of that 
ſalvation, which was a Light to us Gentiles, as well 
as aglory to the people of Iſrael. 

T hey are offended with, the length of the 
Service, which makes it not only zediour in 
it ſelf, but injurious alſo by hindring the 
Sermon, To meaſure the length firſt : If we 
lay ourline to it, you willnot find it fo. Tt 
takes up but a very ſhort part of the whole 
' time which God has beſtowed upon us; of 
which enough we have, and too much we 
take many times for our reſt and {leep;enough 
' for our own neceſiary buſineſs, and a good 
portion beſides for our pleaſures and lawful de- 
lights. Can wethink an hour or two ſpared 
outofall this, too long for Gods ſervice 9 or a 
Lambtoomuch for him, who has beftowed 
NPE D * the 
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the whole flock upon us? The tediouſneſs which 
18 cauſed by the length of the Service, is cured 
by the end. It muſt needs bea leſs trouble to. 
us, if we con{1der.it to be an honor for God. To 
fay no more, How can wethink thoſe Prayers 
too long, in which we our ſelves ſue for erer- 
nity ? | | EE 
"Mevinthales if the length of the Liturgie 
ſhould, as they ſay, prove a hinderance to 
Preaching, 1 had fo much the leſs to ſay fort: 
But how that ſhould be, I underſtand not. 
The Wiſe man aſſures us, there is a time 8 all 
things, and ſure then there 1s a time for wo 
things, Prayer and Preaching both. But pol-_ 
fibly we may be ſo ſurpriſed, that there is not 
time for both ; The Caſe of Conſcience here will 
be, which of them may beſt be ſpared. The 
Prayers are to God;the Sermons to us; the Pray- 
ers for Gods honor, the Sermons for our profit. 
In this caſe, I think I miay ſafely leave every 
man to be-his own Caſuwiſt, and goonto the 
next. | 

It 18 defeflive, and ſo a lame Sacrifice. How 
inconſiſtent are their complaints, and how 
hard are they to be pleaſed ? It is both too long 
and too ſhort. - They-mean it is toolong in 
the whole, and too ſhort in the parts. In the 


Conſeſsion: 


| 
q- 
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Cinfeſion of ſms, in the Thankſgivings, in the 
Collects, many material things omitted. The 
Scriptures read in broken pieces, and not in 
order. | 

T heſe would not be counted defects, : if we 
conſider their end and uſe in the Liturgie, which 
1s to be a Sacrifice of praiſe tv God, tor that is 
ſ\ufficiently attained by them as they are there 


_ uſed. 


[t 1s trye, if we reſpect theſe duties in.refer- 
ence to their immediate proper effects, the com- 
mon Forms are inſufficient ; for no man may pre- 
ſume of RFemiſfion of ſins, unleſs he confels to 
God the particulars wherem he hath offended. 
Nor-can be truly thankful to him for the bleſ- 
ſings, whereof he makes no particular acknow- 
ledgment: Nor can attain to a full and clear 
knowledge of the Scriptures, that reads not all, 
and in order. All this is eally granted. 

But they are utterly rnuſtaken in the uſe of a 
Liturgie, that would have it to be a common ſtore 
to furniſh out every duty and vertue, any fur- 
ther . than to ſerve for the publick honoring, 
and praiſing of God: For if particulars ſhould 
be named, wherein all are not concerned, 
how can they truly and heartily fay Amen ? 
And. likewiſe, when ſome portions only of 

« D 2 Scripture 


16 
Scripture are read, it is to ſuit the preſent oc- 
calion and folemnity.And for particular Con- 
feſsions and Thankſgivings, if men were ſo well- 
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affected, and ſo well-acquainted with their own 
Souls, as they ſhould be; when general words 
are uſed, they may if they pleaſe, refle& up- 
on their own parziculars ; and ſo render the 
Publick Service, an advantage allo to their pri- 
vate intereſt and profit. 

I will add but one exception more. They 
fay it is a blind Sacrifice; and edifies nor. 
To edifieis to contributeto the building of us 
up n faith'or godlineſs ; and then not edifying, the 
meaning mult be, that it is good for nothing. 
And'traly, if it be fo, it 1s but reaſon. we 


But poſlibly when they ſay, Ir doth not edifie, 


. ſhould part with tt. 


may have ſome other meaning in it. They 
may lay it edifies not, becauſe they like it not, 
or arenot pleaſed and fatisfied with the uſe of 
it; or, which is nearer the true meaning of 
the word, there is nothing of inſtruction in it, 
whuch they have not heard a thouſand times 
before. 

They who come to Prayers for theſe ends, 
may indeed be difappointed, becauſe they 
come without their errant. 'T his isa S acrifice 


for 
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for the praiſe and honor of God , 1f it edihies that, 


we have no cauſe to complain. A Sermon, I 
confels, may fit our turns better m both theſe 
reſpects, if itbe as it ſhould be : It 18 no doubt 


a more plealing entertainment of the time, 


if it be to edifie our liking ; and fitter for in- 
ſtruction, if it. be to edifie our learning. But 
then to ſay, Divine Service doth not thus edihie, 


to blame the Prayers, becauſe they are not a 
Sermon, You would take it ill, as well you 


might, 1f T ſhould except againſt Sermons, be- 
caule they are not Prayers, i.e. a Sacrifice of 
praiſe for the worſhip of God, as certainly 
they are not. But let both have their dues, 
and they are both good edifiers ; The Sermon 
of Faith and Knowledge, the other of the Praiſe 
and Worſhip of God. 

Yea, that part, which, of all the reſt, ſeems 
leaſt to edifhe, The Hymns, and Pſalms, and 
Anthems with Muſick, edifie the praiſe of God. 
I will praiſe the name of God with a ſong, and mag- 
nifie it with thankſgiving, Pſal. 69. 30. Yea, the 
very inſiruments themſelves have their part in 
prailing God. Therefore will I praiſe thee, and 
thy faithfulneſs, O God, playing upm an Inſtrument 
of Muſick. - unto Thee will I ſing upon the Harp, O 


| ahou holy One of Iſrael, Pſal. 51. 20. This per- 


haps 


M6"; 
haps may be allowed to David, to uſe the Art 


wherein he excelled, and may agree with the 
Jewiſh ſervice, but not with the Chriſtian. Nay 


rom.15.8. St. Paul, in the place I named before, aſſures 


us, That it was a promiſe made to the Fathers, 


| that Chriſtians ſhould ſo glorihe God, by Con- 


feffing ro Him, and Singing tv His Name, the 
very S ging 1s not omutted ; and that not of 
Him only, but - Kim , which ſeems ſo rid1- 
culons to ſome, to ling. or Prayers, or any 
thing that is offered to God: But it did not fo 
to him that knew it better, Pſal. 104. 33. 
I will ſing unto the Lord, | as long as [live; I will 
fng ra unto my God, . while 1 have my being. 
What ever others think, he was reſolved to 
live and die in it. h 
I ſhall trouble you with no more of their 
Objefions : Theſe only I have- taken out of a 
reater heap, becauſe they are ſuch as: con- 
wo the Plain. Doflrine, and Letter of the Text, 
and are the moſt popular inſmuatios wherewith 
unwary people have been deluded. | 
But you wall ſay, though we ſee no reaſon 
to approve of theſe men, yet have we not reaſon 
to pity. them? For they are content to loſe 
their Livings for their Conſcience, What they 
loſe; I cannot fay; but for pitying them, I. 
= OY ſhould 
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ſhould be apt enough, if I did not ſee ſome 
Gallants venture more for a young wanton 
Miſtreſs, than others for a chaſt and ſober 
wife. Ifthey be ſo fond of their new Directo- 
ry and Covenant, as young lovers are in the firſt 
heat of their afection, who ſay, That they had 
rather beg together, than part ; who can 


29 


help it ? Yet I will hope that a little more - 


time, and a little leſs Indulgence, which uſes 


to make the one, will make the other wiſer 


too, | 


And ſo I leave them, and come to Our 


ſelves, whoſe Judgments have not been fo far 
corrupted as to be enemies tothe [iturgie, yet, 
I know not how, ſomething hath ſo poiſoned 
our Afections,that we are not ſogood friends 


. toitas might be wiſhed. We care but little 


to come to it, and have as little refpe& when 
we are atit; we lit it out, ortalk ont, fo 
as nothing ſeems to be more impertinent, and 
wherein we are leſs concerned, than in this 
Service. Why will you go to Church? ſay 
they ; there's nothing but Prayers. That 18m 
words at length, T here's nothing but praiſing 

and honouring God. 
It is not poſſible, that any could be thus 
bold with their Creator, if they did not de- 
celve 


Lay 


| - Fecuſ.35. phap heepeth the Law, faith the Son of Sirach, 


JO Of Prayer to (God ; 
ceive themſelves with a perſwaſion that a fall 
amends may be made him another way. 

T hat obedience to Gods Commands, a yer- 
tuous and godly hfe is the beſt Sacrifice, He 


Pſalm 4.5. bringeth Offerings enough. And David, an Au- 
thor of more credit, tells us of a Sacrifice of 
Righteouſneſs. And the Apoſile in this chap- 
ter, To do good and to communicates forget not, for 

Veriet6. with ſuch an God is well pleaſed. "Theſe are, * 
» and every other act of Vertue,may be a Sacri- } 

fice, and God honoured by them : But yet not | 

| ſuch as will ſerve to ſatisfhie the Duty af the 
Text. The Sacrifice of obedience is Merapho- 
rical, i. e. God accepts it as well as if it Haq 

| beena Sacrikice, ' that is, ſomething given to 
himſelf. But the Sacrifice of praiſe 18 proper | 
without a Metaphor. The original . word 
vic, I confeſs, imports ſomething to be de- 
{troyed, but that is meer accidental to the no- 
tion of Sacrifice. It doth diſtinguiſh the kind, 
but not conſtitute the nature of it, which is 
accompliſhed by oftering ſomething to God 


in acknowledgment of him. And for this 


uſe, the fruit of our lips is as popes as the i 
fruit of our flocks, or of: our 
Were. | 
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Her. Verſe 15.) 


So likewiſe the honor which God rece; ves 


from our obedience, differs from that of Sa- 


crifice; for that is only of conſequence, and 


by argumentation, i. e. It ſuits with the na-. 


ture and will of God; as we ſay, Good ſer- 
vants are an honor to their Makers, by re- 
flection : But the honor by Sacrifice is of 4i- 
rect and ſpecial intendment, it hath no other 
uſe, and 1s a diſtin& vertue from all other 
acts of obedience, and of a different obliga- 
tion. | 


I ſhould not trouble you with theſe nice 
diſtin&ions, if they did not carry with them 
matter of important conſequence ; leaſt a 
neceſſary ſervice ſhould be ſhuffled 'up, and 
quite loſt in the croud of other- duties. For, 
though God hath the honor of obedience and a 
zertuous life, if we deny him the honor of a 
Sacrifice beſides, we rob him of his due, 
ang a greater Sacriledge we cannot commit : 


. For that which goes upon the common account 


' of Sacriledge, robs God only of things dedi- 


cated for his ſervice; ( and yet that crime hath 
fired the neſts of thoſe, that took Coals from 


the Altar, to warm their own harths ) but this is 


E the 


F 
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the robbing God of the Service it ſelf, to which / 


the other 1s but an acceſſory. 


It 18a fallacy, and piece of practick ſophi- 
{try that cozens the world, for men to think 
themſelves diſcharged of one duty by the zeal 
they bear to another; @if God were not rob'd 
ſo longas we leave him any thing. 


Now, as it 1s well worth our care, that this 


| Service be not loſt in the crowd of other duties, 


ſo will it be much more, that it be not loſt 
in worſe company, in a throng of ices. 
And loſt it will, be, when the vertue of it is 
gone. Afruitful land is made barren by the ſins of 
them that dwell therein. The ſame cauſe will 
make our Prayers as fruitleſs as our fields. To 
honour God with our lps, and diſhonour 
him. with our hves ; to be ſtrict at Prayers, 
and looſe to. all diſorders; The Presbyterian 
preten{zons cannot make our Sacrifice ſo abo- 
minable as our fins can.:: They make God 
complain of that which he himſelf command- 
ed, Iſai. 1. 11. To what purpoſe is the multitude of 
your S acrifices unto me, ſaith the Lord , I am full 
with the burnt offerings of Rams, and the fat of fed 
Beaſis. And again, Bring no more vain Oblati- 


ofls ; 


| i. B's 
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- Hebr. 1. Verſe 15. 
-ofts ; Incenſe is an abomination unto me : So it was 
with the Jews Sacrifice ; and the Chriſtians 
will fare no better, ver. 15. When ye ſpread forth 
your hands I will hide mine eyes from you * yea, and 
when ye make many Prayers I will not bear: 
Whence grows the diſpleafure that God takes 
apainſt his own Service, but from this? 
Tour hands are full of blood. He wall accept no 
Sacrifice from polluted hands. And therefore, 
to reconcile him to his own Service, he puts us 
into this courſe, verſe 15. VVaſh ye, make ye 
clean, put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, ſeek 
Judgement, relieve the oppreſſed, plead for the 
widow. | 

If we come thus minded and prepared to 
Gods Altar, and offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe 
to the honour of his Name, we may with 
confidence expect, what God in the ſame caſe 
promiſed, 1 Sam, 2. 30. Them that honour me, 1 - 
will honour. 


Toconclude. All that I have faid hitherto 


. 1s only to vindicate Gods Service from con- 


tempt, and to reſtore it to ſome of the reſpect 
due toit. And this;though the froward times did 


not need,cannot I hope be thought anill office 
E 2 for 


Of Prayer to God ; 
for a Sermon, once to be an Advocate for 
Prayer, ſeeing Prayers will always do as 
much for Tn "nat 12 an Advocate to God 
. to bring down a _ upon it. Asthe 
Church teacheth us to do, ſo let us pray, 


That the words which we have heard with our out- 
ward ears may, &C. 4 
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A SERMON 


| Preached before His : 
Majeſty at Whitehall, March 27. 1664. 
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SeMaARK 4. 24. 
— T ake heed what you hear. 


O take heed is always good, but 
| moſt neceſſary when danger is 
5-3 leaſt ſuſpe&ted ; we have therefore 


more need to look to our hear- 
ing, becauſe of all other things we may think 
that hath leaſt need of it. If it had been a 
Caveat upon the Tongue, Take heed what 
you ſay; theres reaſon enough for that ; for 
the tongue is a world of iniquity, it defileth the 
whole body, and ſetteth on fire the courſe of 
Nature. But for hearing, that ſeems a harm- 


Jam.3.6 G 


7 leſs innocent thing, meerly paſſive, no man 
Z theworſeforit ; And this makes us fit down 
4 ſecurely to hear any thing : . But tate heed ; 


Hearin e, 
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Df Hearing Gods World ; 
Hearing is noſuch harmleſs thing : Though 
hearing il, be not doing” 1ll, yet at length it 
may bring ustoit ; it isa doorto let itin up- 
onus. Weareallſet in the midit of Temp- 
tations and. Enemies, and cannot be fate un- 
leſs we have a watch and guard upon the pal- 
ſages. | 

As David, con{idering the miſchiefs that 
came by intemperate-and unadvis'd ſpeaking, 
wiſely reſolv/d to ſet a watch at the door of 
his lips ;. Dixi, . Cuſtodiam ; -T ſaid, 1 will take 
heed to my ways, that I offend not with my 
zongue : So another guard will be as neceſla- 
ry at the ear, that nothing go in orout, mat 
theear, or outat the mouth, that may betray 
us to our Enemies. If we look not toour 
ears, . they will foon become guilty of the 


 corruptions of the heart ; -as when we hear 


the flatrerer it corrupts our judgment of our 
ſelves; the tale-bearer or ſlangerer, it cor- 
rupts our judgment of others. - If we heark- 
en to profane, filthy, atheiſtical communica- 


FI | s : | * 
- pl 
tion, it poifons the whole man ; for evil 


words corrupt good manners. Thus the ear by 
letting in, may prove as ill as the tongue by 
letting out, a world of iniquity too. A. lit- 


tle care here will prevent a great deal of mil- 3 


chief : 
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St «Mark 4. 24. 

chief ; take it at large; for it is good for al! 
Perſons, for all Places, for all Times. But 
the Caveat of the Text comes nearer to us: it 
follows us to Church, where we think our 
ſelves out. of all danger; and yet nearerto 
the very buſineſs we come about, the hearing 
of Gods Word ; an umployment ſo ſafe from 
danger, that we think no care isto be taken. 
unleſs it be to get a place to hear in : For 
concerning this hearing is the advice given 
upon occaſion of the Parable of the Sower, 
that went before, wherem our Saviour him- 
ſelf interprets the Seed to be God's Word, 


and the Soil in which it was ſown to be the - 


Hearers. Of four ſeveral forts, but one came 


to good. Itisa great odds, and yet I wiſh 


it were not often greater ; three to one of 
the Hearers miſcarried, and the fault was on- 
ly in the hearing. It is therefore very feaſon- 
able for us that are come to hear, and eſptci- 
ally at this time of Lenr, when there is more of 
this Seed ſown than at any other time of the 
year. Where the loſs will be more, the care 
ſhould be greater. Take heed what you hear. 
This 3s the Argument whereof with Gods 
blefiing we are now to treat. | 


Concerning | 


5 
þ 


of Hearms ods Word ES 


Oncerning our care about hearing, fr 
will not be amiſs to beſtow the firſt 
art of it about the meaning of the Words. 
t. Luke relates the ſame pallage with ſome 
difference. 
Tade heed how your hear. That which is 
quid here, is quomodo there. -The difficulty 
will be, Whether St. Mark ſhould expound 
St. Luke, or St.Luke St. Mark ? for in relatin 
matter of fac, the truth muſt be one, though 


the words differ : And yet the words do not 


ſo differ, but that in Scripture the one is 
ſometimes taken for the other, quid for quo- 
modo, and quomodo for quid: Gen, 2. 19. God 
brought all the beaſis of the field and fouls of 
the air to Adam, to ſee what he would call them. 
What, that is How; there is quid for quomds. 
On the other fide, Luke 10. 26. we have que- 
modd for quid : VPhat is written in the Law? 
how readeſt thou * How, that 1s, VPhat readeſt 

thou ? 


ſes will ſerve to reconcile the Evangeliſts, that 
| they might mean the ſame thing in diffe- 


rent words ; yet will it not ſerve to find out J 
which that meaning ſhould be. It will bea 
| fake : 


Though this promiſcuous uſe of the phra- | 


ont 5 nn Ge. te ra oe 


"St eMarkA4. 24. © 
fake courſe therefore to. take both in; for 
though vi verborum we can .not,. yet, which is 
lawful ina Preacher,' v5,conſequentio we may ; 
for they are ſo cloſe woven together, that one 
cannot well go without the other. It will be 
to no purpoſe how we hear, unleſs we hear 
what we {hould : and it will be to as little to 


! hear what weſhould, it wecare not how we 


hear it. If we take them both in, they will 
compleat our care in the two yon of 1t,; and 
allomake two Points of the Sermon, VÞhat 
we hear, and How we hear. 

wn: by, Take heed what — g 

\ Buthow can that be given in caution to 
the Hearer which 1s not. 1n his power ? for 
{ it is wholly at the choice of the - Speaker 
3 what we hear: When the Ear is. open it 


or bad. ' True, if the Precept had been gji- 
ven tothe Ear, fo it muſt be; butit is given 
to the Hearer, to him that hath an Imperium 
and ruling of that and all the other ſenſes. If 
the reaſon or will ſhall command, the Ear 
will open or ſhut, like or diflike. It isnot 
{imple hearing, the Senſe it ſelf is not capable 


reaſon why the Goſpel being preach'd to the 
F Jews 


| muſt hear what is ſpoken,whether it be good 


of advice, but mix'd. St. Paul gives the Heb.4.2. 
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1 Pe: .1. 


Heb. 1.2. 


heed what 


'3..ult. 


F., "Wane word be one in it {elf;- yet 


that 'one 


m different ways and Degrees, and fo re- 
quires a hearing proportionable to them. 
God 'who at -ſuniiry times, > and in” divers man- 
ners - ſpake' in thnes paſt 'to the Fathers by the 
Prophets, hath in thefe laft days fpoken by his © 
Sm. And likewiſe that which the Son ſpake | 
1n thofe laſt days, the days of the' Goſpel; was 3 
in divers marmers. For firft he ſpake by him- 2 


Jews: did not profit 'them, becauſe not mix'd 
with Faith in them-that beard ir. It is not ſimple 
hearits,” but "mix'd with a more noble part | 
of the Sout that guides'it. And fo to take | 
you hear, is in effe& totake heed {| 

what Faith-atid Credit you ove to that you | 
hear!" for do it follows in the Verſe; VVith 
what 'meaſure you mete it ſhall be meaſur'd to yu, | 

the benefit willanſwer -to the care, meaſure 

for meaſure." But what different meafure | 

can there be of that which differs not ? Gods 

Word is from everlaſting unchangeable. The 

graſs may wither, and the flower thereof may 

fide awiyy faith Sti; Peter, but the 'word of the 
Lid aidhirerþ for ever; and this is the word 

which "by the Goſpel is preathed ento youu, 1 Pet . 


Hearing Gods Word - 
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St eMark 4. 24. . | 
ſelf in perſon, The ſpirit.. of the Lord is upan 


me, becauſe he hath anointed me to preach the '8. 


Goſpel to the poor. That which. he preached 
was certainly Gods word. And when he left 
the world to go to his Father, ' he ſent the 
Holy Ghoſt from Heaven, whoin the mouth 
of the Apoſtles preached the ſame Goſpel;for 
thoſe holy men ſpake not by the will of man, 
but as they were mov'd by 'the Holy Ghott. 


And therefore this alſo was truly the word of : r«.. 
God. And when the Church was thus found-*+ = 


ed by the preaching of the Holy Ghoſt, for 
the- propagation of it to: all- times after, it 
pleaſed God to give it in VFriting, ina Scrips 
ture, and that by inſpiration of the ſame 
Spirit which before preached it. So as now 
we need not aſcend to Heaven to fetch Chriſt 
down, nor the Holy Ghoſt, as ſome pretend 
todo to know Gods will, but to receive it 
only from that Scripture. Thus far we have 


* the Word of Godin Proper, (i.e. ) immedi- 
2 ately ont of the mouth of God, and our 
! hearing mult be abſolute. for the matter, we 
' mulſtfay with Samuel, Speak Lord, for thy ſer- 
3 vantheareth. | 


But when it pleaſed God to commit the 


3 diſpenſing of that word to the Paſtors of the 


F 2 Church, 


a. < . Ia = ſl . 


= —_ Gods Word ; 
- Church, for the per prrſebbog "of of the $ ance, fe or the 
. work of the Mmiſtry, for the edifying of the body of 
Chriſt, Epheſ. 4.12. Now the word of God 
was come. into the hands of men ſubject to 
infirmities and'error, who may both deceive 
themſelves and others. © And here our Savi- 
ours advice comes in ſeaſon, Take heed what _ 
hear. Before, Gods word was in the Ori 
nal, but here-only in the Tranſcript, or Co- 
Py ; and ſome'Copyings are more happy than 
ers, and come nearer the Origmal, and 
therefore not all of the ſame value and eſteem. 
All Preachers are not to be heard alike, nor 
all Sermons. - The'word of God in them is 
ſo the water of Life, that it often taſtes of the 
mineral, through which it runs, and hath a 
tincture from the earthen Veſlel that brings it, 
and therefore not to be receiv'd with that 
meaſure of truſt which belongs to the pure 
and} _ word of God. For, take a og 
mon at'the beſt, the moſt you can make of it 
1s, that it 1s Gods word only 'm a qualified 
ſenſe, becauſe the Church intends it ſhould 
beſo ; and it. is the Preachers judgment and 
opinion that it is{o; and poſſibly it may beſo 
mdeed. But then detent {ibly it may not 
be ſo, we had need rake heed what we hear. 
We 


[_ 
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St «Mark 4 2.4. 
We learn from St. Paul that it was more 


than poſſible, it was truly fo then; for he 
warns Timothy of Preachers that will ſtrive 


about words to no purpoſe, but to the ſubverſion of the 


bearers, 2 Tim. 2.14. And verſe 16. By pro- 


phane and vain bablings dy increaſe to more ungodii- 


neſs. And verſe 7. Their word will eat as doth 
a Canker, wr a Gangrain - for ſo the Greek word 
is; and that'sa aw Diſeaſe, and by all 
means Poſlible to be avoided, and eſpecially 
to be taken heed of. Thus it was in the early | 
times ofthe Church, we have reaſon then to 
look for worle after, and ſo we of late times 
found it by ſad experience: Not only profane 
and vain bablings, but Sedition, Treaſon, 
Rebellion were dreſt up and appear'd in the 
likeneſs of Sermons. It 1s too plain, we 
have but roo much need of caution to take 
heed. | 

But alas! what ſhould private men do? > 
mult they, or can they call all Preachersand 
DoEtrines to account ? The Scriptures indeed 
which are the undoubted Word of God 
would do it if well manag'd, but how can 
that be hoped from every hand ? wherein 
wile, that.1s, learned men, are miſtaken, and 
from whence every Sect ſeeks Patronage, and 


per-- 
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Of Hearing GodsWord , 
erfwades it ſelf to have it. What means is 
there then left by the help whereof we may 
take hed what we hear. . Truly none that I 
know,but this till;the 'S criptures are the only 
But how ! Not left looſe to the prejudices 
and fancies of every man; for then it will 
fall out, as with thoſe that look in a Glaſs, 
in which every one ſees his :own face, though 
not anothers ; the reaſon 1s! becauſe he brings 
his face to' the Glaſs, not becauſe it was there 
before. So every' Seft ſees: the face of. his 
Own Religion an the. ___—_— nor becauſe 
it: was there before,” but becauſe his ſtrong 
fancy and prejudice brought it thither ; he 
thinks he ſees that in the - Scripture, which in 
truth.is only. his own 1magimation; - 
\Buthow then can we haveany help from 
the Scriptures to take heed what we hear ? 
Not as Gods word lies diffus'd 'through the 
whole body of. them; but. as prepar'd and 
fitted up 1n- a fammary and ſhort form of 
wholſom words by ſuch to whom the care of the 
Church'ts- committed, | 
i, ;;any ſhall think this a humane invention 
derogatory to. the ſufficiency of the - Serip- 
tures. ,Lethim umplead St. Paul firſt, who 


made 
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made the ſame uſe of it, finding what mil. 


45 


chief falſe Teachers had done, charges Ti- 


mothy with the care of it, 2 Tim. 1. 13. %rorv- 


TW&T1v x6 UY121v0vTWy Aoy wy. Hold faſt the form of 


ſound words which thou haſt heard of me. T his form 
he calls in the laſt verſe of the former Epi- 
{tle T1 wapaxarabnzn, a depofitum' committed 
to his truſt, and for that very purpoſe that he 
might avoid profane and vain bablings, and 
oppolitions of Science fallly ſo called; and 
that is plainly, that they nught rake heed what 
they hear. | 

The ſame courſe was taken by the whole 


Church after conſidering how hard,or rather - 


impoſſible it was for every one ont of the 
Seriptures to work out to himſelf xn aſſu- 
rance of the knowledge'of as much as was 
neceſſary to ſalvation, and with that a con- 
ſent with the reſt of the faithfnl,-who are 


commanded to ſpeak and think the ſame 


things, which cannot be done but 1m a certam 


form of words. Sucha form, if not the fame : 


with S. Paul vrorvrwors, was the Apifiles Creed, 
the uſe whereof hath ever ſince continued in 
the Church to be ahelp to take heed what we 
beheve. . AT 0 - 
'* The ſame courſe was of later timesheld by 


divers 


Cor.1, 
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divers particular National Churches, who 


weary with the ipſolence and domineering of 


ditm 


their Siſter. at Nome, did ſua. jure wi, and pro- 
vide for themſelves, which fell out .in a time 
when the world was filled with Controverſies 
and Diſputes of Religion. | 'T hat the people 
might not, be carried about with every wind of do- 
frine, that blew from all corners, it was their 
care, and wiſdom to compoſe a form of whol- 
rule what to hear. POT | | 
Now following our Saviours advice, you 
have reaſon to ask, With what meaſure of 
Faith, are theſe confeſſions to be - received ; 
for, Ri cuſtodier. ipſum cuſiodem ? What cre: 
uſt be givento that which mult bea rule 

how far we credit others? That we miltake 
not, They are not to be. received with that 
faith which is due to Gods word, or any thing 
out of. it as neceflary to ſalvation ; but with 
ſuch as wiſe men;,would give to the means of 
ſetling unity and conſent  m matters contro- 
verted, as the title of our Conteſlion-imports 
that is, - That theyare. Articles of Peace not 
Articles of Faith. They make no new Re- 

pion or new Faith. 

This, by the way, - gives an calie Anſwer 
| ; . to 


ſome words in their ſeveral Confeſſions, to be a 
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St Mark 4. 24. 


to the Papiſts hard Queſtion, as they think ;. 


Where was your Religim before Luther ? Where 
was .your Church 5.2 the 39. Articles? We 
do not date our Religion from thoſe Articles. 
The Church of Emland ( I grant ) is call'd ſo 
from their Confeſſion, but by an accidental 
denomination ; 3. e. It 1s that Church which 
for preſervation of unity and peace 1n it, in- 


Te 


joyns nothing to be taught or heard for | 


God's Word which is repugnant to them in 
the particulars there mentioned. But for the 
eſſential: denomination of our Faith, whereon 

tvation depends, it 1s the Faith of God's 
Word, ſumm'd upin the ancient Catholick 
and 'Apoſtolick Forms ; as is evident from 
our Conflitutions and Practice. - For when 
any 1s received as a Member into the Church 
by Baptiſm, the Laver of Regeneration, no 
other Faith is required but that which 1s com- 
priſed in the Apoſtles Creed. - And when by 
a confeſſion of our Faith and Sins, we pre- 
pare to receive the other Sacrament of the 


Bodyand Blood of our Lord, our Faiths . 


' that according to the ancient Nicene Creed. 


And in the Office of Fiſting the Sick, the 
Abſolution ( a comfort at all times, and moſt 
of all when we give up our Souls into the 


G Hands 
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Hands of God ) 1s not to be adminiſtred but 
* tothoſethat make confeſſion as well of their 
Faith as of their Sins; and that Faith is only 
according to the Apoſiles Creed, Thus are 
we born, nouriſh'd, and diſlolv'd by the ſame 
Faith, according to theancient Catholick and 
Apoltolick Forms. A Faith of this age nei- 
ther ought they to reproach, nor we tobe 
alham'd of. | | 
To return to 047 particular Church 'Cor- 
feſsion ; 1t-hath another end and uſe ; they.are 
Articles of peace and conſent in certain: Con- 
troverſies to inſtruct and help us to take heed 
what we hear.” rr rip Wo) 
But it will not be ſo taken byall ; for the 
Churches Remedy 1s the Sectaries Dilcaſe, 
who complain, That by this means the kberty 
of the Spirit and of the Conſcience are penn'd 


up 40 thoſe Forms; and, which is a worle | 
miſchict, it" 3t were true, a binding of * ! 


God's Word, which ought-to be free : But 
forthat God's, Word' neither is nor can be 
. bound. - The' Forms: are no more but the 
cathermg together ſome of -thoſe Waters 


—y which flow all over the Scriptures, into a 


© ftream, tofitthem for thecaſe anduſe of all. 
But they fay, they take a better conrlſe to 
WR fetch 
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fetch all from the Fountain. The Fountam 
indeed is purer; but I fee no reaſon why the 
W ater ſhould be purer in their Pitchers than in 
the Churches Stream, ſeeing both claim imme- 
diately to the ſame Fountain. 

They fay again, That theſe Formsare no 
better than ſnares, to hinder many a painful 
Preacher ofthe Goſpel. They would ſeem 
careful to unbind God's Word ; but I ſee it 
15 to ſet themſelves at liberty. As for painful- 


| neſs in Preaching, if it be not to ſome good 


urpoſe, I ſhall not much reckon upon. 


T he Phariſees —_— Sea and Land, but it ———_ 
' was to make Phariſees, Profelytes of their 


Faction, not of Religion. 


vc 


Nay, but they preach the Goſpel. The * 


Goſpel is a glorious Word , but what Gof- 
pel? A Goſpel you may perhaps have 


Timothy of perilous times to come, When men will 
be lovers of their own ſelves, covetous, boaſters, 


proud, blaſphemers, withow natural affefiom, truce- 


breakers, falſe accuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers 
of thoſe that are good, traitors, heady, high-mind- 
ed 


: How think you comes it to paſs that there 
ſhould be ſuch a general Apoſtacy ? was it 


(I 2 not 


enough of, and too much : S. Paul informs , r;m.z.. 
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not for want of preaching ? "They had no 
Sermons, or —_ no great affection for 
them; they were ſome cold hearers, that 
were content with one Sermona day. No, 
that was not the matter; 1f we read on to the 
next Chapter we ſhall find they had hearing 
enough; for they were fuch as heap'd to them- 
ſelves Teachers, and ſo. had heaps o Sermons, 
and aftection for them too; for they had itch- 
ing ears. What was it then? They could 


| not awaywith ſound Dofrine, but would have 


Teachers aſter*their own luſis; they had the 
Goſpel in plenty, but it was Evangelium #*bu- 
ies, not woekeas; after their own luſts, not 
of ſound Dofrine. 

But what 1s ſound Doctrine ? S. Paul doth 
not ſay here, becaule a little before he had 
given Timothy a form of it, Keep the Form 
of found words which thou haſt heard from me, 
and becauſe their Goſpel did not agree 
to that, he chargeth him to avoid ir. . So 
ſhould we do too with ſuch a Goſpel as will 
not ſtand within our form of wholeſom 
words : Orifit be ſuch as was preached here 
for twenty years _—_ we have little rea- 


ſon to be. fond of it, or any pains that is 


taken about it. If they will not hear the 
| Cuurches 


| St *Mark 4. 24. 
Churches Goſpel, what. reaſon hath the 
Church to hear theirs ? 

To end my hrit point, If it was wiſdom in 
St. Paul to commend a form of words, and in 
the -whole Catholick Church to uſe one; if 
the ſame was prattisd by every reformed 
Churchand all that people might with peace 
and ſecurity know what to hear : I do not un- 
deritand what wiſdom it can þe to lay all com- 
mon again for any mans pleaſure; tor this 1s 
to legitimate Schiſm, and entail divition to the 
Church for ever. As you love yaur ſelves, 
your quiet, and look to receive benefit by the 
immortal ſeed of Gods Word, it you would 
be good Chriſtians, that is, be adviſed by 
Chritt, and in that way which all Chrittans 


have uſed, to Take heed what you hear. 


E come now to-the ſecond point of 
| our care, Take heed how you hear, and 
this no leſs neceſlary than the former ; for 
when we have provided for the Matter what 


we hear, we may yet offend in the Manner 


how :; and fo loſe the benefit of both. 

That which is here ſet down mn.proper 
words,is by our Saviour illuitrated in a Simi- 
litude; verſe 21. Is a candle brought to be put 


uUN- 
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under a bfbel, or under a bed, and not to be ſet on a 
Candleſtick ? that is, and fo St. Luke expreſſes 
it, A candle is not brought to be put under 
a Buſhel, but to: be fet on a Candleſtick. 
This.makes two- points/ m the manner of 
our hearing, one negative, that we do not fo 
hear Cods Word that we put it | under a 
Buſhel, another affirmative, that we fet it on 
a Candleitick. , bliv-: Th 

For the: frſi, Gods Word is a light; we 
can do nothing more contrary to light than to 
hide it, to put it under a Buſhel, i.e. to do any 


_ thingthatwill intercept the light and benefit 


_ of it. -+ Now this may be done ſeveral ways. 


Firit, By perverting the proper end and 
uſe of hearing. Hearing Gods word is cer- 
tainly a good pow of Religion ; for it isa 
duty commanded, werſe 23. If any man hare 
ears to hear let him hear , yet it he hear as he 
ſhould, he muit not miſtake one kind of du- 
ty for another. - Duties are of divers kinds, 
fome eſſential parts of Religion,. ſome: inſtru- 
memal, and ſome both. The two chief du- 
ties of this time, faſting and hearing, are in- 
itrumental onely. That: Faſting 1s ſo, we 
learn from St. Paul. The Kingdom of Heaven 
is not meat and drink, 1.e. conhifts not in it ; 
yet 
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St «Mark 4. 24. 
yet if well uſed 1s a help to it. Inſtrument vis 
in uſu conſiſtit. Ii faſting attains not the end 
and uſe of 1t, 1t 15 good for nothing, not to be 
reckon'd in the order of Religious duties. 
So hearing Gods Word, 'if it work no 
amendment us, 15 but a Cypher alone that 
ſtands for nothing, no better than a Candle 
under a Buſhel. 

When hearing is not it ſelf, doth not the 
own duty, we are extreamly. miſtaken if we 
make 1t ſerve for any other. Hearing doth 
edific, help to the building, but as an Inſtru- 
ment, not as Stone and Timber, the eſſential 
_—_— ' The Ax and the Hammer, the 

quare and the Level, are inſtruments with- 
out which there can be no building : but we 
would think him mad that ſhould therefore 
lay them in the Walls or the Foundation : 
They are as much guilty of folly, who make 
their ordinary worſhip of God to be nothing 
but to go hear the Sermon ; yea, and the 
extraordinary, a ſolemn Faſt and Humilia- 
tion to heara Sermon ; A publick Thank: 
giving to hear a Sermon, and that is all. If 
any buſineſs extraordinary fall out, where- 
unto we think fit by our Devotion-to mgage 
Gods bleſſing and protection, all we do for 
| his 


. 
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his ſake we lit and hear a Sermon. If the Ser- 


mon-doth the work of an in{trument it is well, 


to fit and enable usto perform thoſe duties, 
it ſelf is neither {lick nor {tone in the Building. 
We mult not think all is done when the Ser- 

mon 18 done. 


Inſtruments are of an nikforns nature, 


may be well or ill uſed ; fo are not eſlen- 

tials, as Faith, Repentance, and Charity, are 
conſtantly the ſame: /Fafting, I faid wasan 
in{trumental duty, and-fo- was as well us'd 
for {trife and debate, as for Humiliation and 
Repentance. We may remember many of 
thoſe ghting Faſts. - He that hew'd Timber be- 

fore out F the thick Trees was known to bring it to an 
excellent work ; but now they break down all the 


carved works thereof with Axes and Hammers, 


that 1s, with the ſame tools that built it. 
As Sermons are inſtruments to build up, at 
another time they oy down as fal(t. It is 
ary we take heed how we 

hear them. 
As we mult not 7 WIRE in the kind of the 


duty, an in{trumental for an eſſential ; ſo nor 


in the kind of the Initrument : for ſome are 
natural, as the eye is of ſeeing, the ear of hear- 


ing ; theſe naturally do their work. Others 
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St eMark 4. 24. 
poſitive of Divine Inſtitution, which have no 
vertue or power but from that ; and ſuch are 
the Sacraments. I confeſs I never heard any 
ſay, that hearing of Gods Word was a Sacra- 
ment of Faith : yet I know there is more ver- 
tue aſcrib'd to it than natural, and by ſome 
more than Sacramental ; for no Sacrament 
they think effectual without a Sermon. 

If there be a miſtake in the manner and kind 
of operation in the Inſtrument, it will prove 
another putting the Candle under a Buſhel. 


I hope you will not think it a fruitleſs curiolity 


to enquire a little farther into it. 

Hearing and Preaching both, for they al- 
ways go together, are ſo mw to the Gol- 
pel, that by them it is-diſtinguiſhed from the 
Law; for St. Paul arguing for the Chriſtian 
Faith againſt the Jewiſh, calls it the Hearing 
of Faith, Gal. 3. 2. He that miniſtreth to the ſpi- 
rit, and worketh miracles among you, doth he it 
by the works of the Law, or by the hearing © 
Faith? Thelike propriety in the Goſpel hath 
preaching ; for whatſoever way the wiſdom 
of the world may take, I: pleaſed God by the 
fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave them that be- 
lieve, 1 Cor. 1. 21. And thus by way of di- 
ſtin&ion the Goſpel is call'd the miniſtration 


H of 
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of the | Spirit, becauſe. preached by inſpiration 
of the Spurit, :and the Law the miniſtration of 
the Letter, becavſe given in writing, 2 Cor. 3. 
6. Who hath made us Miniſters of the New Teſta- 
ment, ou ypanparO. GAAGL TyeuucaTrO, not of the 
Letter, but of the Spirit. 3T 

But was there then no hearing norpreach- 
| vg underthe Law ? That cannot be ſaid nei- 
ther. - They have Moſes and: the Prophers, ſaith 
Abraham to Dives, let them hear them. © And 
the | Prieſt's hips could not preſerve knowledge 
unleſs it were received from his mouth by 
hearing. It was commonly practiſed in the 
Synagogues after the reading of the Law in 
the time of the Apoſtles to exhort the peo- 
ple. When St. Pauland his company went 
into the Synagogue at Antioch in Piſidia, they 
were deſired to give the people a word of ex- 
bortation. - 

How then comes1t topaſs that by hearing 
and preaching, the Chriltian Religion 18 di- 
{tinguiſhed from the Jews, which are com- 
mon to both ? And why is the Law call'd the 
miniftration of the Letter, by way of diſtinQi- 
on, ſeeing the Goſpel is wrinen as well as the 
Law ? | N 

'Tis plam that theſe things are ſpoken, not 1 


ſmply 3 [ ; 
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St eMark 4. 24. 
ſimply, and univerſally of either, but in rela- 
tion to their beginning and firſt publiſhing to 
the world. Becauſe the Law was then gj- 
ven by writing, though afterwards preached ; 
it 1s called the miniitration of the Letter : So 
the Goſpel, though afterwards written, yet 
becauſe it was then only preached by revelati- 
on of the Holy Ghoſt, it 1s call'd the miniſtra- 
tion of the Spirit. 

T hat likewiſe which St. Paul ſpeaks of the 
hearing of Faith, and of ſaving men by the fool- 
hneſ of preaching hath a peculiar relation to 
Chriſftiamty in the manner of founding it at 
firſt. For certainly Preaching in it ſelf was 
not in the eye of humane wiſdom a fooliſh 
way to per{wade, but ſuch as the wilſeſt of 
themall uſed : when they would perſwadethe 

eople any thing, they did it by orations and 
ſpeeches, which are of the ſame kind with 


preaching. 


But if we look at that preaching by which 
the Chriſtian Religion was at firſt introduced, 
it had in the eye of humane wiſdom ſomething 
of folly in it. For to introduce a Law or Re- 
ligion to any people, theſe two things among 
others are necellary. 

That they give it .in Writing, that they 

H 2 might 
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might more certainly know what they had to 
do, and that it be by ſuch as have authority and 
' power. And this way God himſelf took in 
giving the Jewsa Law : for firſt, he wrote it 
with his own fingers, and then publiſhed it by 
the Miniſtry of Moſes who was their leader 
and governour. T6 
But for the introduction of the Goſpel, it 
pleaſed God to take a far different courle, 
that 1s, to commit all to the preaching of a 
few poor deſpicable Fiſher-men, who were 
only private men, of no authority ; and of 
whoſe Goſpel they had no knowledge, but 
from what was to be taken from their mouths. 
And that when firſt preached, was by ſome 
elteemed no better than a diſtemper, yea, 
plain drunkenneſs : yet, thus it pleaſed God 
to put the words of eternal life into theſe 


earthen veſſels, and by that means to make his - 


own power known, and by that folly to con- 
found the wiſdom of the world. | 
But for our preaching, though it may have 
many times too good a title to fooliſhneſs in 
preaching, yet not to the. fooliſhneſs of 
preaching : for, thoſe obſtacles remoy'd, it is 
the ordinary way by which all knowledge, 
bumane as well as divine is communicated : 

My 


ND Mark 4+ 24. 59 
My meaning 1s, that heaving now is to be look- 
'1 edupon asthe common matural inſtrument to 
'! recerveinſtruction, and therefore no benefit 
'to be reckon'd on from it, but what is com- 
mon to all other learning and knowledge, 
that is, by ſerious ſtudying, and diligently 
pondering the things we hear ; for ifwe truſt 
to any ſecret, ſacramental, myſtical vertuc in 
hearing : fat profit we ſhould get by the 
Word we may loſe by the Hearing. Therefore 
take heed how you hear ;, for this is a ſecond way 
of putting Gods word under a Buſhel. 
T here i8another way,which in part at leaſt 111. 

uts under the Buſhel too, when we confine 
| ttto the Sermom : whereas that is of little uſe, 
] if Gods word be not init; they ſay, The word 
| isofaslittle, if it benot in a Sermon, which 
| isaderogationto the goodneſs and bounty of 
1 Almighty God, who hath diſpenſed his Di- 
vine 1 ruth ſo many ways belides : as, 

Firſt by Reading ; for though when Gods 
Word was preached only, it could be only 
heard ; yet when it wasa Scripture, it might 
2 beknown, asallother Writings, by readin 
1 alſo: for this reaſon St. Paul ſets Timothy to : Tun.4. 
| his Book, Till I come gire attendance to read. * 
ing; Search the Scriptures, for therein you 
| think 
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x Joh. 5. 
13. 


15 not. | | Thirdly, 


think you have eternal life ; and ſearch we can- 
not unleſs we read them, that by reading we 
may find the way to eternal life : yea, though 
all were to be done by preaching, Reading is 
that too: For Moſes had-in old time them that preach- 
ed him, being read in the Synagogues every $ abbath- 
day, Acts 15. 21. 

Secondly, By writing, Gods Word works 
Faith in us, if S. John was not mi@aken when 
he ſaid, Theſe things have 1 written unto you, that 
ye may know ye have eternal life, and that ye may be- 
lieve in the name of the Son of God. Good wri- 
ters are in their kind good Preachers. Why 
then ſhould any be ſcandalized: at the Preach- 
er, that looks upon his Book where his Ser- 
mon 1s written. Indeed, if men now were 
to ſpeak as the Apoſtles did,. as the Spirit gave 
them utterance, it were a great miſtake to look 
for him in a Book : But if we, asall muſt take 
Gods Word out of the Scripture ; and every 
Preacher, if he be not too bold with God and 
his Auditors, that he may ſpeak from thence 
what is both true and ſeaſonable, prepares by 
writing that which he isto preach ; the Ser- 
mon 1s the ſame in the Pulpit that it was in the 
{tudy, and though the Preacher that looks in 
his Book be the worſe, the Sermon Lam ſure 
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Thirdly, We may receive the fruit of 


_ God's Word in the virtuous life and example of 


others ; for this St. Paul calls the holding forth 
the VVord of Life, Phil. 2. 16. That ye maybe 
blamelef, the Sons of God, without rebuke, holding 
forth the VVord of Life, i.e. it is viſible and le- 
eible in all our actions and demeanour. Thus 


| a Man may be a Preacher of God's Word, - 


though he be not in Orders : Yea, Women, 
that are forbidden to ſpeak 'm the Church, 
may thus convert their -Husbands at home. 
Likewiſe, ye VÞ ives be in ſubjeSlion to your Husbands, , pz, 
that if any obey not the W ord ( thats, when it is * 
a2 ) they alſo may without the -Word be won 

the converſation of - the Wife. '* So power- 
ful and effectual is God's Word, that it 
works by example, though in the weakeſt 
Veſlels. SECS) | 

There be divers ways of preaching in the 1V. 
more proper ſenſe, befides the Sermon ; for 
preaching 1s either publick or private, as we 
learn from St. Paul, Afs 20. 20. where he 
gives account to the Elders of Epheſus of 
himſelf, That he had taught them publickly, 
and from houſe to houſe. Sure he did not 
make a formal Sermon in every houſe he 
came into, but as occaſion and opportunity 
was 


V. 
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was given, by Conference he made known to 
them the Will of God. 

Again, Publick RO 18 not all of a 
kind; for that may be, either by laying the Foun- 
dation, the Principles of the Daectrine of Chriſt, as 
the Apoſtle calls them, Heb. 6. 1. which we 
call Catechizing. If this be not Preaching, 


. if laying the Foandation be not edifying, we ſhall 


make but a ſorry Building, If this Founda- 
tion of Faith be not well laid, every new wind 
af Do&rine that riſes blows it ſtraight down 
agam. ; 

In theſe ſeveral ways, beſides the Sermon, 
is God's Word effeftual. Now if we put all 
theſe under the buſhel, and ſet up the Sermon 
only, we had need take heed how we hear 
that ; for if that wherein all our hope and con- 
dence lies ſhould go under the buſhel too, we 
arein aſad caſe. | 

It will therefore neerly concern us to take 
heed, That God's Word be not loſt in the 


Sermon, 4. e. that the power of it, which con- 


fiſts intheevident conviction of truth, be not 


loſt in formalities and impertinences,common- 

ly us'd in Sermons. 
As when little regard 1s given by ſome to 
God's Word, unleſs the Sermon preſents it 
w . _ MK a 
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ſelf dreſs'd up with all the curioſities of Art, 


7 


Language,and Phankie too ; which ſometimes 


ſodiſguiſes it, as it can hardly be known from 
a Poem, But for the true uſe of Ornaments 
of Art and Speech, if they make us love our 
duties the more, as they make us more in love 
with hearing, Iſhould think it well beſtow'd. 
But if painted Sermons be like painted Glaſs, 


- that makes'a Room beautiful, but intercepts 


too much the light, it may well go in the 
rank too-of thoſe things which put God's 
Word under the. buſhel. 

The ſame 1s done too with a courſer fort of 
Forms, :-which have no title to be divine, but 
that they want humane Learning. And yetif 
God's Word be not in that jejune formal dreſs, 
it will not be fo kindly received by thoſe who 
out of a ſeeming tenderneſs of the hberty of 
God's Word, are afraid that the Churches 
Form ſhould bind it, and ſpare not to fetter 
it in cold formalities of their own, in which it 
languiſheth to nothing. | 

Again, God's Word mult needs be put 


under a buſhel, when 1t is put into the buſhel , 


I mean, when it is heard by Meaſure; Ido 
not -mean the meaſure of Faith here in the 
Text, the meaſure of the Sanctuary ; but 

I - the 


hi 


the common Market-meaſure ; as when we 
. muſt have an Hom-glaſs. full at kaſi, and 
ſomwhat running over, to make a juſt Ser- 


mon; though the particulars be as incoherent 


both with the Text and themſelves, as the 
ſand that meaſures them ; yet if it runs on 
{moothly, and fills up the time, all is well. 
There is.as little good from Sermons when 
they are heard by Tale; if we have not our 
full number, ag well as our full meaſure, two 
at the leaſt a day, the poor peopleare tarv'd. 
They would pity ain, if I ſhould 
take upon me to confute it out of vain Philo- 
ſophy, and tellthem ont oft, That quantizaris 
nuila eft efficacia ; 1 ſhall, with their good. 
::Tim.3-.]eaves, from St. Paul, { out of the place I na- 
med before ) to Timothy, ſhew them, ' That 
there 1s no efficacy im quantity : What a bed- 
roll of fans doth he lay at their doors that heap- 
to themſelves Teachers ? T here wasa heap 
of fins under a heap of Sermons. And.no 
wonder ; for being aſter their own laſt, the 
more commonly.the worſe, | | 


There be many ether things tobe taken. 


heed of x hearing, which: intercept and ob- 
ftiructthe light of God's Word : But becauſe 
the. time wears away, ' E will add bit-one 
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St e Mark 4. 24. 
That outof ignorance or ill will we don 


miſconſirue what we hear ;-as St. Peter obſerv'd 
ſome to do with St. Paul's Epiſtles, which 


they wreſted to their own deſtruSlion. 


And this I rather add in my own defence, 
leſt that which is ſpoken in favour of hearing, 
ſhould be interpreted a diſcouragement to it ; 
becauſe people generally are not ſo well affe- 


- eda\ theyſhould be to ſo good a duty, who 


had more need of hire to heat them, than Wa- 
ter to cool ther. | 
It had been to better purpoſe, you will ſay, 
if I had taken my Text out of St, James; Be 
ift to-hear. | 
But I beſeech you not to be miſtaken. 
T hat which hath been ſaid doth not take us 
off our ſpeed : We may be {till as ſwift to hear 
as our Zeal can carry us. It puts us only in 
our right way, that we do not run in vain. Itis 
only to take God's Word from under the 
buſhel, where it doth no good ; that we may 
ſet it on the candleſtick, from whence we may 
receive the light oft, and in that the benefit 
of our Saviour's advice, to rake heed how we 
hear ; which is the ſecond part of our care in 


the affirmative, by ſetting Gods VVordon 


*thecandleſtick, 
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FT 'O ſet God's VVord on the Candleſtick, 


is to ſet it where we may receive'the 
hght ofit ; and thats, firſt, 


By a particular uſe and application of it to our 


ſelves that hear; for though Preachers have 
commonly theſe words in their Sermons, 
Uſes, and Application, and they know beſt 
why they uſe them, I donot; for ſure Tam, 
they are more proper to the Hearers. The 
Preacher givesthe Doctrine, but the Hearers 
mult make the Uſe and Application. No 
Preacher can ſay, as Nathan to David, Thou art 
the Man, unleſs he have a ſpecial Commiſſion, 
as he had trom God. No Preacher hath ac- 
ceſs to our Conſciences; at that Bar every man 
mult be his own Judge and V Vitneſs, and as 
there ſhall be cauſe, pronounce Sentence 
apainit himſelf, Thou art the Man. 

If we lit at the Sermon as men unconcern'd 
for any thing but the hearing of it, to us it is all 
one as 1 it had been {till under the Buſhel, and 
not upon the Candlettick. | | 

It we hear, and make no ule of it, we leave 
out the belt part of the Sermon: for the Hear- 
ers make bad Sermons, as well as Preachers. 

But when a fault or error 1s reprehended, 
mult every Hearer pronoun ce himſelf guilty ! 

- Certainly 
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| St + Mork 4. 24. 

Certainly No ; for that were injuſtice to con- 
demn the innocent. Though the Sermon 
condemns not every man thathears it, yet it 
puts every man upon his trial, to let the light 
into his own boſom, to ſee whether he be guil- 
ty or not. It guilty, let him doas guilty men 
do, ſue for mercy, and pardon, and amend- 
ment : It not guilty, let him enjoy the com- 
fort of that,” I 'f our heart condemns us not, then have 
we confidence towards God, 1 Joh. 3. 21. And 
happy is he that condemneth not himſelf, Rom. 14. 
22, Guilty, or not guilty, we have benefit by 
the light that actually ſhines upon us ; for ſo 
it doth in the Candleſtick. 

A light in a Candleſtick inlightens every one 
alike that comes into the room. 11a light be 
brought to us which none can fee but he that 
brings1t, it may very well be ſuſpected to be 
none of God's Lights, becauſe it will not 
itand. in a Candleſtick, fo as to be ſeen by 
others. And many ſuch there be, who mult 
be allowed to hold ſpecial intelligence with 
God, and by private illumination from the 
Spirit, ſee clearer and farther into the darkeſt 


 Myliteries than any of the Doctors or Rabbies. 


They put me in mind of ſome, though not 
the belt ſort of Creatures, yet in the dark ſee 
T £ better 
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better than others; as the Owle, the Cat, and 
the Bat : of which Thave known Philoſophers 
give this reaſon : That rays of hight do natu- 
+ . rally ſtream from their eyes, by which the Me- 
| dium and Air about 1s mlightned ; This at beſt; 

L | if there be any ſuch, isa light which none ſees 
but themſelves. Now it thoſe illuminated 
| ſeers be ſuch that their I:ght 1s not where Gods 
| Word ſhould be in a Candleſtick, where it 
may be ſeen ofall, it is indeed no better than 
| Owles light that ſhines only out of their own 
eyc3. 

14 NI. : Alightin a Candleſtick doth not only en- 
: lighten all the perſons, but all the parrs alſo of the 
1 room, every corner, the darkeit and moſt fe- 
| cret places: it ſhines not only upon our 
| cloaths and faces, ( 3.e. ) our outward faſhion 
. and demeanor, but asGod requireth ruth in 
Plal.51.6. che inwards parts; thither mult the light go too, 
to the molt retired Cloſets and Cabinets with- 
in, to the very thoughts and intentions of the 
heart. I: is ſharper than any two-edged Sword that 


Heb. 4.12. 


will pierce through where no Sword can go, 
at the leaſt hole and creviſe. If all our aci- 
ons of greatelt ſecrecy receive not light and di- 
rection from Gods Word, we do not ſet it in 
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St eMark 4. 24. 
a Candleſtick, for there nothing is hid from 
the light thereof. 
A Candle ina Candleſtick, asit gives light 
to every part of the room, ſoit doth to all the 
work and buſineſs in it. It ſhews not only the 


| endof all eternal reſt and happineſs, but is a 


light unto the paths that lead to it. It holds 
us not only _= the gaze of the glory and joys 
of Heaven, but carries us through the.darker 
mykterics of faith, and the more unpleafing 
ways of Repentance and Mortification. The 
Goſpel is not the power of God to ſalvation, unleſs 
it be alſo the power of God uponall the ſteps 
and degrees to it. In a Candleltick it isa light 
all over,from one fide of the room to the other. 

| Laftly, From Cods Word in a Candle- 
ſtick, we do Totam lucem recipere, take the be- 
nefit of the whole light im all the effetsand 
operations of it. It 18a word of inftruction, 
a word of exhortation, a word of comfort, a 


' word of reproof, a word of promiſe, and a | 


word of conimand, and fo ſerves us in all our 


neceſſities. It in{tructs the ignorant, corrects: 


the obſtinate, comforts the dejected, dejetts 
the proud, quietsthe paſſions, invites by pro- 

ſes, binds by commands. 
If we pick and chuſe, lay hold on the word 
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of conſolation, not of correction , of promi- 
ſes, not of commands. Wetake the light as 
men do out of a dark Lanthorn, from one {ide 
only, no more than looks towards our private 
ends and intere{t. But in a Candleſtick the 
light dilates it ſelf impartially in all the ſeveral 
owers of it ; there 1s no parcelling or divi- 
Negis that, all or none; we mult totam lucem 
recipere. | 
So much difference we ſee there is between 
Gods Word in a Candleſtick, and under a 
Buſhel ; and how much benefit comes by the 
one, and how little by the other. If we take 
notheed to this, we fall into the common, but 
dangerouserror. That when we have heard 
the Emcn we have done pur duty for that 
time, though we neither heed what or how 
we hear. And yet according to that only, 
Sermonsare, as St. Paul ſpeaks of them in the 
perſon of the Preacher, A ſavour of life, or a ſa- 


_ wourof death. As the evil ſervant was judg'd out 


of his own mouth, ſo ſhall the careleſs hearer 
out of his ownears. And more I could not 
fay, if I had more time. It 1s that whereon 
life or death depends ; therefore Take heed what 
you hear. | 
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And that ye ſtudy to be quiet. 


ND | isa word that takes hold 
of ſomething that went: be- 

fore, without which the ſenſe 
| of that which follows 1s not 
full. That which went next 

| before 1s, We beſeech you to in- 
creaſe more and more. We beſeech .you, is that we 
are to take into the Text, and then it runs 
thus, We beſeech you to ſtudy tobe quiet. 

But all the uſe I ſhall make of it, now we 
have it here, is but to give you a taſte before- 
hand of the nature and quality of this duty , 
That it 18no trivial thing little to be regard- 
ed, but that which obliged S. Paul, Sylvanur, 

| K 2 and 


Co01:3. 14. 


T he Study of Quiet ; 
and Timotheus, for they all joyn'din it, to be 
{o earneſt, asto beſeech them to {tudy to be 
quiet. 2. And that which commendsthis du- 
ty the more is, (as we uſe to ſay, Men are beſt 
known by the . company they keep |) And | 
brings in this Duty in the company of the beſt 
of Vertucs, Charity, for that place S. Paul 
gives it above all; Abore all things put on Charity, 
which is the bond of perfe&ion. . T'o ſtudy to be 
quiet, and to increaſe in brotherly love and 
charity, for that led the way before, are two 
duties bound together in the ſame Exhortati- 


- on. 3. Quietisnot only a fit companion for 


Charity,.butan Allie to'it,, and grows out of 
it, as the branch out 'of the" ſtock; for where 
brotherly love- 18s, there will be alwayes quiet 
to0. : 4: ;Tomake all ſuit the better with Cha- 
rity; the Exhortation'is advanced by/a Diale& 
of Love, VVe beſeech you: Paul, Sylvanus, and 
Timotheus, were all Apoſtolical men, and might 
command, as S. Paul of himſelf in —_ 
caſe to Philemon,” Though I = behold to enjoyn 
thee, yet for loves ſake I rather beſeech youÞ. And 
laſtly, that which might very well ſet this 
edge upon their affe&tions, was, that which 
_— tothe Theſſalwrians at their firſt con- 
ver{ton; for this Epiſtle was written imme- 
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diately after. The ſtory we haven the 17. 
chap. of the As : When S. Paul had preach'd 
the Goſpel to them, and with good ſucceſs; 
for v. 4. Some of them believed, and conforted with 
Paul and Silas, and of the devout Greeks a great 
multitude, and of the chief women not a ſew, But 
V7. The Jews who believed not, moved with enty, 
* took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baſer ſort, 
and gathered a company, and ſet all the City in an up- 
roar, and aſſaulted the houſe of Jalon, and ſought to 
bring them out to the people ; mad enough of them - 
ſelves; but the more to ferment and enrage 
them, they charge the Apoſtles with the fault 
that they themſelves were acting ; Theſe are 
they that turn the world up fide-down. S. Paul hav- 
ing eſcaped this fury by going to Athens, and 
there conſidering in what a caſe he left his 
new Converts, both them and their Doctrine ; 
them in a furious tumult, and their Docrine 
under the reproach of troubling the world; 
out ofa zeal, no doubt, and defire to remove 
that ſcandal from the Faith, of all things begs 
and beſeecheth them to ſtudy to be quiet. 

But how will this concern us ? I wiſh we 
never had, and had not {till the ſame occaſt- 
on. It isnot ſo long ſince, that we ſhauld for- 
get how our late troubles firſt brake jn upon 

| our 
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our quiet: We had unbelieving Jews then a- 


mong{t us. too, and ſome, as was thought, 


in the literal ſenſe; who moved with envy 
of the tinzes, took unto them likewiſe a com- 
pany of lewd fellows of the baſer ſort , ſet the 
' City in an uproar; and we may remember 
whoſe houſes they beſet ( as the Jews did Fa- 
ſons ) none of the meanelt, and cried out for 
that ju{tice which themſelves deſerved. And 
there were Religions in the world then too 
many, to the ſcandal of the true, who led on, 
and blew up thoſe tumults : - And even now, 
though ( God be thanked ) they dare not be 
ſo bold to aflault us in the itreets, and beſet 


our houles as they did then; yet {till keep their 


quarters and leaguers within doors, with more 
ſecreſie, but no leſs danger. 7 

It will not therefore be unſeaſonable for us 
now, who have the ſame cauſe the Theſſalonians 
had, with the ſameaffe&tion the Apoltle did, 

to beſeech you to ſtudy to be quiet. We have 
 allneedofquiet, and quiet it ſeems hath need 
of ſtudy, and {tudy hath need of Gods bleſ- 
ſing, and therefore before we proceed fur- 
ther, Let us pray, &c. | 


The 
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He parts of the Text are two; VPhat we 
are to ſtudy, And That we are to itudy. 

Firſt, What ? That ye fludy to be quiet . 
Quiet is here commended under the notion 
and quality of an Art or Science ; for we are 
injoyned to ſtudy it. And inthem we areto 
look, firlt, tothe object, the nature and qua- 
lity of it ; and then to the Principles and Theo- 

rems whereon the Art is grounded. 

1. For the nature and kind of this Quiet 
firſt : Forthere be many things lay claim to 


_ this word, which are either unfit for our ſtu- 


dy, or improper to this place. As firſt, there 
15a quiet from all motion or a&tion that is good 
or uſeful; to do nothing but eat and Fink 
and {leep, or worſe; Away with that quiet ; 
it neither deſerves our {tudy, nor needs it. 
This 1s Negotioſa quies ; we are commanded in 
the words following to be bulie as well as qui- 
et ; weare both to iudy to be quiet, and to 
do our own bulinels. | 
2. Thereisa Quiet, not ſimply from all, 
but publick buſineſs ; - when men retire them- 
ſelves for private ſtudy or devotion. This may 
be allowed,and commended too,when the ne- 
ceſlities of their Countries requires them not. 


But 


FF 
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But becauſe publick imployments are ſeldome 


forced upon any;nor need to be; for no mans 


parts or abilitics are ſo great, which may not 
truly, and certainly wall. be thought ſuch as 
can very well be ſpared : They therefore who 
affec that privacy, may be ſecure from that 
neceſſity; they who have a will to be quiet 
for devotion or {tudy, need not ſtudy to be 


- quiet, the accels to that is ealie enough. 


Phil.4.11. 


| 3. There is another Quiet , more com- 
mendable in its ſelf, and needs our ſtudy too ; 
To compoſe our unruly and diſordered paſ- 
ons and affections, which raiſe tumults and 
commotions within us, that will not ſuffer us 
to be at reſt or quiet day or night. In the mid(t 
therefore of all the temptations of good, or 
ſtorms of ill fortune to reſt ſecurely and con- 
tentedly, whatſoever happens to our private, 
1s certainly an adnurable temper ,' and well 
worthy our beſt care and ſtudy ; and was that 
which S. Paul himſelf it ſeems ſtudied , for he 
{aid he learned it ; I have learned in what eſtate 
foever T am, therewith-to be content. | 
But the quiet we are here to ſtudy is . not 
properly within us, but without us; it is not 
{1mply a quiet from motzon, but commotion, 
a troubling of others. _ 
FS i 4. nd 


1 Theſſ. 4. 11. 
 4- And that I may contract my argument 
and bring it into as narrow a compals as may 
be, I ſhall not take in every of the diſturb. 
ances of the.quiet of others : No not that which 
1s the: greateſt of all, and moſt contrary to 
peace and quiet,” Civil Wars and broils. The 
muſchiefs of that we have learned fo lately to 
our colt, and fo perfectly, that I hope we need 
not be ſet to ſtudy that now : when every 
good 'man was put to his ſtudy how to live, 
and. when vile: and contemptible wretches 
ranted-iniplenty and power. 
/, The horrid fruits and conſequences of that 
Yeat difturber af quiet, War, have induc'd 
ſome learned men as well as others to think 
all wars unlawful ; I ſhould have been much 
inclined to that opinion upon the ſtriteſt rules 
of Chriſtianity, F1 War were not ſometimes 
neceſſary to Peace. * A foreign War for that 
reaſon may be lawful, but a civiland domeſtick 
never. - And the reaſon of this difference is, 
becauſe for the compoſing of all quarrels that 
may ariſe between ſubje&s, God hath by his 
Ordinance provided a remedy in Princes and 
Magiſtrates, from whom alone we are to ſeck 
for: revenge or defence. But for ſuch diffe- 
rences as ariſe between free Princes and States, 
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becanſe there is no Jadyg'on earth, to' whom 
they tay have recourſe for their relief, being 
deſtitute of the common remedy, they. may, 
without queſtion, make uſe of that ſword 
which God hath put into their hands; to \de- 
fend their ſabje&s from thennjunes as well of 
ſtrangers as their own, Norare they m this 
Judges in their own caafe, 'which hath fome 
appearanceof injuſtice; for a foreign War:; 
for 'defe&t' of x competent Judg on:Earth, is 
but an appeal tothe ſupreme Judg of Heaven 
and Earth. And whetthey go mto the Field; 
it is but toplead their cauſe before:God, with 
whom are-'the iſſues of War.” Onlythey had 
need beicareful, thatthe cauſe they bring be- 
fore him be good; For ſhall nor rhe Fudg of, all 
the worla:do right ? But we muft-leave this to 
Priveesand their Minifters, whoarethe only 
pes er ſtadents of that qtuet, which is diftur- 
ed by War, and:come to that which may and 
ruſt be the ſtudy of us all: That is, a quiet 
from troubles that ariſe from differen judgments and 
perſwaſions #n matters of Religim, which cauſe 
feats and diviſions in it, though they break 
not ont itito anopen War. Not that War 
bequite left ont of the SeCtaries reckoning. 
For thongh Civil Wars and Rebellions have 
their 


Sy Thefſ. 4. TT: 
their beginning for the moſt part from the 
ambition or diſcontent of a few, yet becauſe 
the people, who are the neceflary inſtruments 
of hoe nuſchief, be not apt toſerve the ambi- 
tion of others, if it comes bare-faced to them, 
the mask of Religion is always put on, where+ 
in all people are concerned, which makes it a 
common and popular intereſt. And therefore 
you ſhall ſcarce hear of a Rebellion of late 
times, in which Religion. did not carry the 
Colours at leaſt, if not command in chief. 

But I ſhall nevertheleſs at this time forbear 
to. make that- any part of the Schiſmaticks 
charge; but treat them upon their own terms, 
that they are as great enemies to'War as any 
that object it to them : Yet I muſt charge 
themallto be guilty ofthe breach of peaceand 
quiet 1+ the Church, and that not accidentally; 
which may: ſometimes bear excufe, but: ne: 
ceſfarily ; it is connatural and incident to the 
very nature of Schiſm, which is a rent or divi- 
fion, ſo the word. ſignifies. Tt isthe worſt 
diſturbance that can-be-to any body, to-be 
torn im pieces. It difſolves the bonds by which 


the partsare' joyned together, ap that 
iſ 10 


which unitesthem-tothe Head ," for: ſchif 
the' Churches notion 13 properly' a ſeparation 
ICH L 2 from 


Sr - 


he Study of Quiet. 
from the Head andauthority, and 1s the ſame 
in the Church that Rebellion or Treaſon is in 
the State. Now as every diſobedience to the 
King and the Law 1s not Treaſon, though 
againſt the King, but the diſclaiming the right 
and power the King hath to govern, and the 
practice of ſuch things, by which his Regalia 
and rights are uſurpt by others, as to make 
War, to make Laws, tothruſt Officers upon 
him, to order the' Coin, theſe and-of: the hke 
kind are only Treaſon. . So every error or 
diſobedience in Religion makes not a ſchiſm, 
but the diſclaiming the right and power the 
Church bath 'to:govern & 4 anda uſurpa- 
tion-of a\right to themſelves, to order and 
frame , points of Belief; and Forms how to 
ſerve.and worſhip God, apart from the 
Church, for ſo went the ſtyle of the ancient 
Church for: Schiſm, -altare contra altare, which 
in'our modern dialect is a Comventicle againſt 
the Church. For though Schiſm be formally 
a ſeparation. from the Head, yet conſequently 
it works upon the members; for that which 
was at firit but difference of opinion, ſoon 
begets a diſaffetion, and from that grows to 
hatred: and' contempt, and fo falls into the 
practice; of fuch things as deſtroy the very 
570% being 


I T heſſ. 4. IT. 
being and power of Religion, which confiſts 
in the mutual affices of Charity; and though 
this miſchief breaks not out into an acual 
War, yet 1s always accompanied with moſt 
unnatural and unchriſtian practices , as S. 
James long ſince obſerved, Jam. 3. 16. Where 
envy and ſirife is, there is confuſion, and every evil 
wort, Now to avoid all this, it will highly con- 
cern us to.ſtudy to be quiet. 

Having cleared the firſt Point, the Object 
of our {tudy, Rwiet, and wherein the formalis 
ratio of it conſiſts, and how it comes to be 
diſturbed by Schiſm: ThenextPoint is, to 
enquire-into the Principles whereon we are to 
ground our {tudy.; for.if there ſhould: bean 
errour or miſtake in them, all our labour and 
{tudy is loſt, or worſe; for an inveterate, 
grounded, ſtudied errour.is ſo much the hard- 
er to be reclaimed. It was no unreaſonable 
demand therefore of the Philoſopher, who 
asked a double reward for thoſe Scholars that 
. had beenalready entred into the ſtudy of Phi- 
lolophy, becauſe his pains would be double 
with them, to undo firſt,and caſt out thoſe falſe 
prejudices which they had already learned. 

Now if it ſhould, happen, that they which 
are otherwile ſtudious and delirous of __ 
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Rom. 14 ſhould not do the things thas make fr peace, asthe 
Apoſtle requires, our ftady will grow upon. 
us, fixſ{t to untearn thote falfe. deceitful Princ1- 
ples of peace, before weenqurre intothe true: 
Of fome of the chietof theſe therefore I (hall 
give you'an account. inthe firft lace. It will 
conduce much to the peace of the Church, 
they ſay, Firſt, 


I. I Religion were free, T's all compulſory | 


means'fc 
2. If-meer Serie in Gul bowſoever were 
mot puniſhed as crumes, whichs is-not in the. power of 
to: 

"7 Or:fthus;-yet Thirdly That omit of 
Forms! amb Ceremonies were ntt'imore ſeverely and 
frequemly puniſhed, than notoriour and ſcandalous 
Crimes... 

4.1f fewer Articles ant Prinas-of Reb! ion were 
defined; it would make moie room- in is, #rch for 
thoſe tha diſſent. 
5. mere is, If men of moderate _ 
were only imployed in the Church. - 
6. The TO 
tender to peace, 1s, Liberty of Conſcience. 


But thatnone of all theſe are things that | 
make for peace, I ſhall -ſh&w' with as: nanch | 


brevity as the matter js capable'of;/ as firſt, 
I. Not 
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and'-moſt importunate Ye- 
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| 1. Not'the forbrarance of all compulſory means 
by pundhments, which, they fay, is repug- 
nant to that freeneſs with which Religion 
ſhould beentertained, and only forces men to 
an hypocritical obedience to that which in 

in their judgments they deteft. WA oi! 
Religion, I grant, ſhould be free ;; it isno 
Religion which is not ſo; Burt it i as true, 
that every other a& of vertue, and'obedience 
to the Laws ſhould be free hkewiſe;; but 
therefore not to puniſhthem that tranſgreſs, 
were to proclaim a perpetual Jabile, and ſet 
oper all prifon doors; God would neverhave 
enjoyned the Magittrateto puniſhtemporally, 
nor himſelf threatned to punth eternally, if 


. the fear of that did corrapt our obedience : 


For our- Saviour'in''the Parable, when. the 
pucſtscatne not to the banquetat his invitation, 
commanded his fervants to compel them 1ocome ig. 
And where they ſay, the fruit of that is but 
hypocrifie;” Hypocrites theyare like enoagh 
to be, but from a worſe cauſe, not fromthe 
puniſhment, bat their own frailties, becauſe 
they prefer their temporal ſafety before the 
eternal blefſing which Chriſt hath promiſed 
toall thatifauffer forhiviake and thetruthst Se- 
condly, It is true, that puniſhments weach not 
21 | | direaly 
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direly themnwird man,:nor do they teach or 
inform the - Judgment, that 1s, they do not 

rfe&.the-work.; but are nevertheleſs a good 
bs innmg'to it: For, Fear is the beginning | of 
FVViſdamy which Love: muſt perfe. -- Though 
the Needle [tays notin th&® Garment; yet it muſt 
lead the: Thred that makes it up. -- The Rod 
mndeed. doth not teach the child, yet ſcares him 
to:bis book where he may learn : So though 
puniſhmentsdo-not-perfect and; accompliſh 
our duty, yet they ſet usto our ſtudies, to con- 
fider that we do notraſhly caſt our (elves up- 
-ondavger,which otherwiſe poſtbly mans 
.neverthik.off;, butrun-on-whither our wild 
vain'fancies ;and:; groundleſs-perfwaſtons-led 
us: For Spes impunitatis eſt illecebra peccandi. Pu- 
-niſhments therefore are: both juſtified for the 


. -good they do, andare abfolved-from-the evil 
. they are pretended to. do; and therefore 


wholly to forbear them.mn matters of Religion 
:18no-good: principle whereon to. ground the 
Churchespeace.:.> $itov 5 1h), 

T he next 18, That howſoever it be in other matters 
of Religion, it would make much for the quiet of the 
Church, if Errors in Judgment - were tot; puniſhed. as 
crimes, becauſe na man' can'be: abler. and wiſer than 
' God hath made him.” FF ks 

| It 
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It true, that an Error, fo long asit ſtays 
in the Underſtanding, and goes no further is 
- not properly a {in ; Br the Underſtanding is 
not agens liberum, but paſſive. In that the eye 
of the mind 18 as the eye of the body; if that 
be naturally ſhort-{1ghted, it 18 no fault that it 
ſees not ſo far as another : But it the weakneſs 
of the Underſtanding participate with the 
Will, which 1s agens liberum, and fo the Error 
comes within our power, then it may be pro- 
perlya {in. Thus is the caſe of all that difſent 
in Sefs, tor though in ſpeculation the Under- 
{tanding-18 diltiaet from the Will; yet in prac- 
ziſethey are ſeldom ſevered. For it ismorally 
impoſſible, that after a man hath concerved an 
mion, heſhould not be well pleaſed with it, 
and have'a will as occalion is to defend and 
propagate it too. And when it is Poluntarium, 
no doubt but it 1s Peccatum, and when error 
ows to be a {in, I know no reaſon why it 


may not bepuniſhed , for intereſt reipublice pec- 


cata puniri. But for all that it is, they ſay, a 
great diſturbance of quiet to be tied to aflent 
to that we cannot know nor comprehend, 
That'sa great miſtake. I know there 1s much 
exception taken to the too punctual definitions 
of ſome myſteries of the faith, and particularly 

| M n 
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in the Creed .commonly called' by Athanaſiur, 
where thereare many. particulars which they 
cannot know nor- comprehend. W hereas in - 
truth it 18 not required of them, they. are not 
bound to.know them, but to believe them ; for 
it is the mercy of God, that the defect of our 
knowledg may be ſupplyed by the knowledg 
of others ; for to believe isto ſee with other 
mens eyes, as knowledg is with. our own. 
But may we fafely ruſt others in that 
which ſo neerly concerns as a Creed ?- Yes ſure, 
and it i8as well the mercy, asthe'command of 
Gad, that we ſhould:truſt thoſe that watch 
over our-ſouls ; yet:{bll that miſt be to ſupply 
the defect: of our knowledg, not otherwile ; 
for the Church is not Lord of our Faith, but 
helper:of our Ignorance. - -It ſupplies the de- 
fe& of our light,it dath not put 1t out :. for if a 
man knowsthe contrary,he is not bound to be- 
lieve others ;for if he can ſee with. his own eyes, 
 why.ſhallhe be tied to ſee with other mens? 

Butthen wemuſt diſtinguiſh betwixt not 
knowing the mgative, and a poſitive. know- 
ingthe contrary : for. if we refuſe to believe 
meerly becauſe, we do not know or under- 
ſtand, we leave no place for Faith at all, which 
s the benefit to ſee by others. And. for that 
politive. 
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. politive knowledg which diſcharges us of be- 
heving others that we be not miſtaken, it is not 
every conjectural or probable perſwaſton will 
do it, but certain knowledg :: and when that 
' ts, we may fafely learn fromthe Schools ; U6: 
non eſt formido comtrarii, after diligent ſearch and 
enquiry,when there remains no ſcruple,doubt, 
or fear of the contrary,” when the underitand- 
ing 1s fixed, weare ſaid to be certain. | 
If this knowledge will ſerve to diſcharge us 

of believing others,every one that difſents will 
ſay he knows the contrary, yea, and if need be 
will ſwear to it too, for that's an expedient 
lately found out to obtain that liberty, That 
they may be admitted to ſwear they know the 
contrary to that which is commanded. Truly, 
x they will fay it, and think ſo too, whether 
they ſwear it or no, I think we may ſafely ab- 
ſolve them from the guilt of diſobedience : but 
that muſt be in foro Conſcientie only, and let 
them make the- beſt uſe they can of that ; yet 
in foroexterno we cannot ; for there the Judge 


mulſtgive-ſentence according to his know- 


| ledge, and not according tothe knowledge of 
 theparty, ifhe will dojuſtice. And that courſe 
can be no good friend to Peace, ' which iis an 
enemy to Juſtice. | | 
Though 
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Though Exdcen may. Fas hpinidheik yet it - 
troubles the quiet of many; that ' zhe!: onifſun of 
Forms and Ceremonies is more ſeverely puniſhed then 


” ſome. fouland ſcandalous crimes. 


To this E anſwer, Firit, That the 
object this, are not to betruſted with: x Orhir bal- 
lance of fins,” for we know how'the Market 
went for ther when they held the Scale : O- 
bedience tathe aa pr Laws, and ferv- 
mg God: according bo them,” avexothe! paeat 
Fs ATI F19VE 

2. Allowmgitto betrue as they fay, That 
omiſſion of Forms and: Ceremonies 1s by the 
Church more frequently-and feverely puniſh- 
ed thenprearer faults. © 'But' how greater ?'It 
maybe 1n their proper and natvral guilt and ob- 

ity,” according to which fſentenceſhall be 
erenat the day-of Judgment, and'to death 
eternal. But our earthly-T ribunals are'not 
ereted toanticipate the day of Judginent, to 
brmg alt finners to triat for whatſoever they 
have committed i in the fleſh, and according 
tothe/proper meaſure of their-guilt ; - but for 
a panticular end and'uſe; that people, while 
theyhve here in the world, and' in ſociety, 
maybe kept in-good order an et, from 
doing or receiving injuries. to this end 
18 
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isthe degree of their puniſhments commen- 
ſurate: Treaſon and Rebellion are more ſe- 
verely puniſhed in the State then many other 
hainous crimes, becauſe they deſtroy the very 
foundation of government and Society. Ard 
for. the ſame reaſon, a ſchiſmatical diſobedi1- 
ence, though but m matters of Form and Ce- 
remony, 1s purſued with more-careand {trict- 
neſs,becaule it deſtroys the very end for which 


the power 1s given the Church to puniſh, 


which 18, the preſervation of peace and unity. - 


For though the Paſtors of the Church may 
and mult by way of Iſtruftion, the better to 
are us for our account at the great and ge- 
neral Judgment, give every lin the proper 
weight and meaſure of guilt, that is by way of 
Iafiruftion But by way of Correflion the Church 
is bound upto certain cauſes, and if they ke 
not their. bounds, they ſhall be ſureto hear of 
a prohibition ; and thoſe cauſes are eſpecially 


or 


ſuch, for which the | ge 1s only given, - 


T hat the peaccable orderly Worſhip and ſer- 
vice of God be not diſturbed. | 
For though they are ever tellng us, i 1s 
for trifles, ceremonies, or indifferent things, 
its but : the fame quarrel- the Atheiſts. have 
againlt God hinaſelf, for bemg {o- mm 
nde 


% 


fended for-an Apple, a trifle which ſcarce any 
man that hath-an Orchard would have been 


troubled with ; and. one Anſwer will ſerve 


both in effet. In that forbidden fruit, Gods 
authority in commanding, and Adams duty in 
obeying, were ſymbolically engaged for him 
and his, and there was venome enough in that 
toinfet both. The Rites and Ceremonies of 
the, Church, in hke manner, though - not in 
like degree, though in their opinion as incon- 


{iderable as the paring of Adams apple, yer 


* whendiſcord and diſobedience is found with 


them, there is poyſon enough in that for the 
ſtrongeſt antidote the Church doth -at any 
time make uſe of. Let not that therefore miſ- 


 kadordiſturbour Student of Quiet. 


IV. 


Nor that which, in the Fourth place, they 
look at as another Expedient for Peace, If 
fewer- Points and Articles of Religion were defied , 
that ſo the Church-door may be wider open 
to let in thoſe whole diſſent now troubles the 
peace of the Church. | 

It is fat, I grant, the Church-door fhould 
and always open, but for ſuch as ſhall be fit 
toenter ; for it would be a dangerous thing to 
{et any, door ſo wide open to let inan enemy 
upon us. But to what purpoſe would we have 

| Z ” the 
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- the Church-door ſo wide, when the Gate of 
Heaven 1s {trait ? why ſhould they betaken 
in here, if they ſhall be turned back there ? 
The Church isa City, as Jeruſalem, a City that 
1s at uinity 1n it ſelf, ſo it isa City too that hath 
eates and walls to ſhut out others. 

He that came to a liztle City, where there 
wasa great Gate, merrily warned the Citizens 
to take heed leſt their City went not out at the 
Gate, may ſoberly be ſaid to thoſe that would 
have the Church-door ſo. wide to let in: all 
Seas, totake heed leſt the Church gets not 
out at the door: For where ſo many Religi- 
ons are,it may be feared, that ſoon there will be 
none at all. If we be not, as the Apoſtle com- 
-mands, built up in the ſame Faith, it will avail 
us little to be found within. the ſame walls. 

It is therefore a perverſe remedy for peace, 
' toabate or diminiſh the: Articles and definitions 
,- ofthe Church,which were made of purpoſe to 
take away controverlies; it would be a {irange 
courſe toend controverſies, to take: away the 
definitions. Our Student muſt read his Books 
backward jfhe ſeek for peace from hence. We 
might as well ſay, all the world would be 
quiet, if there were no Judges nor Laws to 
determine differences. T 
| Fs | | There. 
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V.”” There is another Expedient for Peace, 
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which I hear much - a of, and highly ſet 
by as a-great point of prudence, If men of mode- 
rate opinions were only taken mto imployment in the 
Church. | 

Moderation, 1 confeſs, 1s an excellent vertue, 
and much to be delired ; Let your moderation be 
known unto all men, Phal. 4. 5. But then it muſt 
be in a ſubject capable of it, wherem there arc 
extremes and excelles to be moderated, as 
there is certamly in our paſſions, there. it 15 
o_ S. Paul gives it for a Leſlon to All 
ts 


tudents in Religion, Epheſ. 4. 31. Lit all bit- 


rernefs, and wrath, and anger, aud clamonur, and evil 


Speaking be put away from you, with all malice, and 
be ye kind | 


one #0 another, and tender-hearted, forgiv- 

ing one another, even as God for Cbrifts ſake bath for- 

iven you. This no doubt 18a very fit temper 

or quiet, and none more unfit then angry, 
waſpiſh, and domineerig ſpirits. 

Only this caution is to beobſerved in lenity, 


. That it be ſuch as may win men into the 


Charch,not fuch as may ſecure and encourage 

them to Ray without. Yetlenity and gentleneſs 
is fogood a Vertue, that Iam loth tocait wat 
upon it, or ſeem to temper it. fr 

But for men of moderate opinions, I am 

at 
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at- a loſs to know what they ſhould be; for 
moderation there cannot be, bat between ex- 


treams: Now what extreams are there of o- 
_pintons In a ſetled Church, unleſs the Church 


one extream, and the Schiſmatick another ? 
and then the man of moderate opinions is he 
that 1s part Church-man, and part Schiſma. 
tick. I hope none are ſo unkind totheir Mo- 
ther the Church, to chargeextremuties upon 
her Do&trmeor Laws. Ifthere be any-ſuch, 
they are but Hybrides m Religion, and nmake a 
new ſe in the Church, as pernicious to the 
peaceof it as anyof the relt, The truth 1s, 
moderate opimons are a Chimera,.a phanlie ; 
either nothing, or ſomewhat worſe then no- 
thing : for poſſibly they may beſtow that good 
word ( Moderation ) upon ſuch as care little 


| either to obſerve the Law themſelves, or to re- 


quire it of others. If theſe be the men of mo- 
derate opmions, I wonder how they wall be 


|  abletogrveaccount oftheir juſtice and fidelity 


to the truſt committed to them. Yes, they 
fay, very well; It is rather prudence then in- 
juſtice, to mitigate and ſweeten the ſharpneſs 


| and rigour ofthe Law. But if the Law it ſelf 
rous, in God's name let it be amen- |. 
ded, and not left to the arbitrary power of 


be toor 


N others 
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- others to doit, for that's known to be a reme: 


VI. 
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dy ten times worſe then the diſeaſe, It is ſaid 
m Phyſick, I know not how truly, that an 
error in the firſt concoction, 18 not mended in 
the ſecond : It.is certainly true here, an error 
or exceſs in the Law, which isthe firſt conco- 
Aion of juſtice, will beill cured afterward by 
an arbitrary partiality in the execution. [ 
hope therefore no wile Student of quiet, will 
take ſuch Moderators for the beit Miniſters of 
peace. But I leave them, and come to the 
moſt popular, and therefore moſt dangerous 
principlein the {tudy of quiet ; that is, Liberty 
of Conſcience. 

_ I have ſpoken to this point heretofore in 
this place; yet becauſe of late our New Philo 
ſophical Divines, as well as others, preſs, hard 
for it, knowing without a free Market , they 
cannot vend their new bold ſpeculations; 1 
ſhall reſume the point again a little more 
largely , yet within the compaſs: of theſe two 

articulars. | 

-\ Firſt; That there 1s a great deal of reaſon 
to reſtrainthe Cimſcience, and -Secondly, That 
there 1sno reaſon to give it liberty. | 

1. There is reaſon enough to-reſtrain the 
Conſcience, for the miſchief it -doth to Quiet 
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 not.repent ofthe miſchief done by it 2 


when it 18 at liberty iy all ma diſcord and 
diviſions of the Church grow from hence, and 
that is: a miſchief we have reaſon to avoid. 


Mark them (. faith S. Paul ) which cauſe diviſions Rom. 


among you, and avid them. Theres reaſon then 
to mark that which cauſeth them to make di- 
vilions, and that's the Conſcience. It is noquiet- 
terin the Common-wealth, where it deltroys 
the very Foundation of Government, and fru- 
{trates the Ordinance of God for it in -Princes 
and Magiltrates; for what 1s left for them to 
do, if every one mult follow the ditate of his 
own Conſcience, that 1s, in plain terms, be 
bound only to obey himſelt. 

\This is no{lander to the prerenders of Con- 
ſcience ; they will ſay as much themſelves, if 
ye ask them. Ask the S chiſmatick why. he 
joyns not with the congregation of Gods peo- 
ple? and he will tell you, His Conſcience-will 
not ſuffer him. Ask the Rebel in the State, 
why he takes up Arms to the ruine of his Kin 
and. Countrey ? _ and; his Conſcience; will an- 
{wer for him, That it is Gods cauſeand it is to. 
do hin ſervice. Askhim again, why he doth. 


(or that 
they: ſeldom ; do'),. and the. Confeie e- wall 


ſtrve that.turn too, ; Its Godscauſe,: and the 
N- 2 Con- 


od 


ww, Her bees: Gra » ha 
ut ie AE Bs 


y 


en _ 


—_—_— 


 me-for $ 
. ſcrupleputsin for it againſt both, and takes it 


ett 
us CG a a A A 
—— 
* 
% * 


- . III hs Oy $a dads 3 mo 2 RN : 6. ITT EN +1 ts Ss as ow s : 77 , ; 
% -.” [ -. Q: j Y — © p 
T} \ { ; s 


Conſcience will not fuffer them to repent of that. 


Fhus we fee; the Conſcience, as it 18 ufed,doth 
not only open a door to fin, but ſhuts the very: 
door to mercy,that is Repentance. 

; If S. Jobs faid true, as no doubt he did, 
That there were many Anichriſts, then poſſibly the 
Conſcience thus 1mproved may be one of them. 
For, it fets it felf in the Church above all that 
is called God, yea, and God hamfelf too, m 
a ſenſe; for his Laws are not to be obeyed, 
unleſs the Cmſcience firſt allows them to-be his: 
and thus al} is reſolved:mto the Confcience, as the 


 dernierrefort and. laſt appeal. 


Whule the King and the Pope are' contend- 
upremacy , the Confcience without 


for her right to be ſupreme i all cauſes as well 
Ecclefiafticabas Civib. There s great com- 


.  plamt-mthe world of domineering over the 


Conſcience; but have we not rather cauſe to 
complains of the domineering ofthe Conſci- 
enec? And i any hft toſec the Conſcicnce 


_ ating alt this, we need go no further then 
ouv hte-tymes, when the-Conſcience was looſe - 


fora while ; one would think Hellhad broke 
looſe, t fil & was on a ſudden the Church 
with fects, and the- Common-weakh with 
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confuſion. There is reaſon enough therefore 
to reſtrain the Conſcience that acts all this, if 
we knew how. 

The next thing 1 undertook to ſhew, is, 
That there is no reaſon why it ſbould have liberty ; 
and particularly, not that which gives the fair- 
eſt colour tot : Neither the duty we owe to 
Truth, which feems to have ſome right to liber- 
ty; nor that we owe to the Will of God, that 
nothing be done againit the Conſcience. For 
the farlt. CEE 

Truths that ( I confeſs which no confi- 
deration of peace may warrant us to deſert ; 
for I could never be of that opinion, That 
Fruth m ſmaller matters may for Peace ſake 
be either denied or prejudiced. Magnaeſt weri- 
tas etiam in minimis ; m Gods name let it pre- 
vail over all. But then it muſt be Peritas in re- 
bus, not Veritas in intelle&iu. For though Truth 
be defined to be a conformity of the under- 
ſtanding to. the thing as it 1s indeed, yet takes 
the name from bs. from the thing where 
T ruth-is originally, and from the underſtand- | 
ing where 1t is only repreſented. Truth in that 
firſt reference tothe thing, admits no qualifi- 
cation ; things mult betaken as they are, be 
they never fo ſmall: but as the things come to 


be 
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be repreſented to, and entertained by the 
Underſtanding, by reaſon of the miſtakes and 
errours that may happen in that, though 
Truth it ſelf, or Truth in the thing cannot, 
yet my apprehenſion of it may both yield to 
better, and may ſometimes be waved for 
peace fake. To argue from Truth in the 
thing, to Truth inthe apprehenſion only, 1s 
a fallacy again(t the Rules of Reaſoning, we 
call it Petiti»principii, or a begging of the quetti- 
on. If a SeRary ſhould beg an alms, I wiſh 
he may haveit; but he ſhall beg long ere it be 
granted him, that he hath the Truth. How 
then can he preſume upon that truth, to which 
he hath no other title but his own perſwaſton, 
which can beno better then. any mans elle, 
who is as {trongly perſwaded to the contrary ? 
' And this 1sall the ſervice that Truth can do 
the Conſcience for liberty. oth: 
. 2. The ſecond thing whereupon the Con- 
ſcience eſpecially bears it ſelf ſo high, -is the 
Will of God that nothing be done. againſt the 
Conſcience... T hat no:doubt is a great offence, 
and made ſo by the greateſt. Authority :, Yet - 
the ſame God that requires our obedience to 
the Conſcience, commands us likewiſe to o- 
bey our.Parents, our Prixces and\Governours, 
Þ and 


and all theſe ſtand upon as good authority as 
the Conſcience. If we cannot reconcile our 
obedience to that with our obedience to theſe, 
we may {1n againit God, when we do not {in 
again(t the Conſcience. For though God hath 
erected a Tribunal inevery mans breaſt, and 
there ſet the Conſcience to be a Judg of all 
our actions, there be other Tribunals of Tu- 
ſhice beltdes, of Gods erection too, and to 
which he hath ſubje&ted the very Conſcience. 
le muſt needs be ſubjet ( Rom. 13. ) not only for 
wrath, but alſo for conſcience, And after both 
theſe, there 1s another Tribunal m Heaven, 
to which all Judges, Conſcience and all muſt 

ive an account one day. For the Conſcience 
8 no Court of Record ; the Decrees and Acts 
palled there, wall be no good evidence at that 
Bar; there all muſt be re-examined, and tried 
over again. Though I know nothing by my ſelf, 
( faith S. Paul ) yet am I not thereby juſtified. 
Though he could not charge his Conſcience 
with any offence , he knew a further traal 
mult paſs upon him before he could be ab- 
folved. My Conſcience indeed- may be 
pleaded there m evidence againſt me asa Wiit- 
neſs to condemn me, but not as a Judg to 
abſolve me. It isa great nuſtake in the power 


and 


and operation ofthe Conſcience : That it will 
condemn us, if we doany thing againſt it , 
the Text 1s clear for that ; butthat it will ab- 
ſolve us for that we doaccording to it, there 
i5no Text, I am ſure, for that. We muſt 
' then be tried by the Law , and not by the 
Conſcience: For how the proceedings will 
be at that Bar, we have arecord, Math. 5.31. 
When the Sm of Man ſhall come in bis glory, and 
all the holy Angels with him , Then ſball >. ſet upon 
thethrone of bis glory , and before him ſhall be ga- 
thered all nations. When the Court was ſet, the 
Charge was given to thoſe on the left hand ; 
I was an hungred, and ye gave me mo meat; {was 
athirft , and ye gave me marink; 1was a ſtranger , 
ye took me not in, naked, anil ye cloghed me 
not ; ſick and inpriſon, and ye viſited me not. 
Tothis Charge the Conſcience { no doubt 
confidently enough ) pleaded Nor guilty ; Lord, 
when ſaw wee thee an bungred, or athirſt, or a 
firanger , or naked, or ſick, or in priſm, and did 
not miniſter unto thee? Their Conſcience could 
accuſe them of none of theſe things; for all 
that, the Sentence went again(t them upon a 
point of Law and Equity ; b that ye did it not to 
theſe ( faith the Judg -) ye did it not rome. And for 
this they were condemned to eternal puniſh- 


| "th ment. 2 


I Theſſ. &.: ti 
- If they that ſtand ſo much upon their con- 
ſciences did ſerioully conſider this,they would 


find as little cauſe to deſire that. liberty , as 
there is to grant it, ſeeing it ſtands them in 


ſo little ſtead when they have molt need of 


it ; for when they: think their conſcience 
ſhall anſwer for them, they mult then anſwer 
for their conſcience, and upon trial, the con- 
ſcience may prove the great offender. Thus 
have hitherto given you an account of ſome 
of the vulgar miſtaken- principles of Quiet , 
which our Student is fir{t to unlearn ; which 
are all but the patching up ofa falſe deceitful 
peace, condemned in the Politicks under the 
name of a Syncretiſmus, when all the Factions 
in Crete joyn'd together in a common _—_ 
which laſted no longer then the -caule of it : 
like the bonds of a hard Froſt , that binds 
' Earth and Water , Sticks and Stones all to- 
- gether, till the Sun comes to ſhine upon them, 

and then they all preſently return to their 

proper place and nature again. 
But fear Thaverunoutall my time almoſt 
in theſe miſtaken ways of peace: I preſume 
it will be a greater offence to leave you here 
now , then to beg a little more time to ſet 


you in the right way, though I ſhall not go. 


beyond 
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beyond the office of a Mercury, to point the 
hand where it lies. x; | | 

There is the Kings high-way to peace, and 
the Students private way, and both good in 
their kind. With the Kings way I ſhall not 
meddle, as being fitter matter for our thank- 
fulneſs then inſtruction, who hath already 
paved the way for us by whollom Laws for 
that i ſe. But becauſe oft-times Fitia ſunt 
remediis fortiora, the compulſory way by Law , 
though always neceſlary , 1s not always ef- 
fectual; tothe Kings way we mult add the 

Studentsalſo: - That every one in his: parti- 
cular makes it his care and bufineſs to contri- 
bute tot, that it be an artificial ſtudied peace , 
to which not Fear only , but Conſcience of 

Duty and Religion obligeth us. 

| Nowevery good Student of any: Science 

ſearches into the true and proper cauſe of 

things; for, Scire eſt per cauſas cognoſcere. If 
the cauſe of all divition in the Church , be 
differing in judgment, nothing can cure that 
but a conſent.  S. Paul therefore preſcribes 
that for the remedy, 1 Cr. 5. 10. That there 
be no diviſions among you; how may that be 
helped ? ut follows, Bue that ye be perfeRly joyn- | 
ed rogether in the ſame mind , and in the ſame judg- | 
ment, 


Fi 
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ment, This isthetrue Apoſtolical Principle, 

whereon we are to —— Study of Qui- 
et:: Forallthe fine things and ſentences that 
are ſpoken for peace and quiet, will little 
move thoſe that are, and may very well be 
: confident, they ought not howſoever have 
peace with Sin, or Error, ' Unleſs therefore 
we can be firſt perſwaded that we ought not 
to charge the Church with either , we do no- 
thing for Peace, This I confels 1s the great 
dithculty , yet if this be not done}, there can 
be no hope of Peace. 

And to dothis, I ſhall not ſend our Stu- 
dent to the Polemick School, to convince 
| him out of ſpeculative Principles of Reaſon 
and Divinity ; for to that ſtudy, ſome have 
not capacity, others not leiſure: I ſhall on- 
ly commend to him fome prafiical Princi- 

les of Religion, obvious to all, and denied 
bo none, that out ofthem he may learn not 
to diflent from, or condemn the Church of 
Error. 

Toprevent the paſſing that ſentence, let 
the Student, 1. Study- himſelf , his own con- 
dition. 2. Let him Study the Church againit 
which he paſſeth ſentence. 3.-Let Rn ſtudy 
the nature and quality of the things where- 

{7 O 2 upon 
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' upon judgment 1s given. 4. Let him con- 
| ſider well the —_— proceeding in judgment. 
In-all which we ſhall find ſome known Prin- 
ciple of Religion to direct us. = 
r. Firſt, In the ſtudy of our ſelves, and our 
own condition : Religion teacheth us to 
have an humble, lowly, mean opinion of 
our ſelves ; and not without cauſe, whether 
we reſpe& our Underitandings, or our Af- 
fetions : Our Underſtandings are naturally 
weak, imperfe&, ſhort-{ighted, we know but 
" in part, the beſt of us; and our Aﬀections 
too are diſloyal to our Underitandings, The 
heart of man, ſaith the Prophet, is deceirful a- 
bove all things, Wehave little reaſon then to 
truſt our Elves much in either. He that 1s 
truly conſcious ofthis own weakneſs or lame- 
neſs,will be content to be ſupported by others. 
If we {tudy this point well, our own infirmi- 
ties, we ſhould learn more willingly to aſſent 
to, andtake ſupport from the Church. - 
Eſpecially, if in the ſecond place, we ſtudy 
that too whoſe Governors Religion likewiſe 
teaches us to obey, For they watch over our ſouls , 
Heb. 13. 17. Ifit bea good point of Religi- 
on, in logflineſs of mind to eſteem others better then 
er ſelves,” Phul. 2.3. it 15 Religion and Rea- 
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fon. both, to think our Governors wiſer too : 


before two or three witneſſes, becauſe it 1s to be 
preſum'd on the part of Age and Authority, 


107 
for there isa preſumption always in favour of 


them. . S. Paul gives it fora rule to Twothy, 
Not to receive an accuſation -_ an Elder , bui 


1 Tim, 5, 
19. 


to know more, and offend leſs. - But when 


it comes to be the whole Elderſhip, all our 
Governors joyntly, the ' preſumption is ſo 


"much the ſtronger. If we add this ftudy to 


the former, how little reaſon we have to truſt 
our ſelves, and how much we have to truſt 
our Governors, we will not raſhly paſs ſen- 


tence againſt them, if we have either Reaſon 


or Religion in us. 

3. And yet we have more work for our 
Student ; Let him, 1n the third place; conl1- 
der the nature and quality of the things where- 
upon judgment 18 given, how apt they are 
to deceiveus. Truth is many times ſo like 


. an Error, and Error comes {o near to T ruth, 
that he had need-be careful and circumſpect 


that ſhall diſtinguiſh them 1n ſome caſes. And: 
in others again, Truth hes hid under many 
folds, «ſpecially ambiguity of words, the com- 
mon cheat of all Students, whoare more of-. 
ten deceiv'd into opinions then convinc'd, It: 

is 
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is not ſtrange to ſee ſo many go aſtray from 
the Church, to whom the things of it are re- 
preſented under the covert of falſe .names, 
when they hear the Government of it called 
Tyranny ; obedience, ſlavery; contempt, 
courage ; licence, liberty , frenzy, zeal ; order, 


ſuperſtition. How ealily thus may ſimple | 


people miſtake their way, and fall into the pit 

that's cover'd over: with- ſhadows and falſe 

namesof things ? When he hath ſtudied this 
int well, ER, 

4. Let him, in the fourth, place; be: well 
adviſed in what manner he proceeds in judgment, 
and upon what evidence : For, allowing the 
Cont to bea Judg, it mult not treſpaſs 
upon the Rules of good Judicature, as, both 
{ides mult be heard impartaally, which 1s el- 
dom done : the Conſcience muſt not be mil-led 
no more then other Judges, by prejudice, 
paſſion, or favour ; for what can that judg- 
ment be worth which is perverted by any of 
theſe. Now if we examine how molt men 
come to pals ſentence againſt the Church,. we 
{hall find it to be upon very ſight evidence : 
It way be their Education, they have been 
always brought up that way ; for Sets com- 
monly run ma blood, ina fanuly: Or. they 


have 
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\. have been ſotaught, they ſay, by 'good men ; 


that indeed 1s the ſum and upſhot of the Faith 
of moſt that diſſent, the credit given to ſome 
weak, private, ignorant Inſtructer, whoſe 
perſon they have in admiration, without 
any great cauſe, God knows, whereas their 
private judgments, becauſe they are parties , 
ought always to be ſuſpe&ed, if we be wiſe; 
and becauſe againſt their Governors, to be 
contemn'd, if we be obedient. 

All theſe well ftudied, may make for peace 
when poſſibly Arguments, and Diſputes, and 
Puniſhments too will not doit. And yet if 
fill none of theſe will make our Student 
quiet, 

Let him, inthe laſt place, make trial of a 
common remedy that prevails in all caſes of 
difficulty : Let him but ſtudy his own ſecu- 
rity,” the ſafe{t courſe, and he ſhall find that 
better provided for in the Churches judgment, 
then in his own; for, if he ſhould erre in 
following the Church, or his Governors, for 
that is poſſible, the greateſt part of that guilt, 
fome ſay all, I fay only the greateit part, 
muſt he at their door that command that 


which js unlawful : But it they ſhould erre 


in-following their own judgment, or a Judge 


of 
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of their own chooſing, for that makes it their 
own too, and that 1s more then poſſible , All 
the blame and guilt then muſt of neceſſity 
and inexcuſably fall upon themſelves. Up- 
on theſe principles, ſetting aſide all thoſe that 
may convince our judgments in particulars, 
from theſe alone, I ſay, we ſee how ſafe, how- 
prudent, how religious a thing it is to ſubmit 
our private judgments to the publick , for the 
peace of the Church. _ | 

It remains only now, that we imploy our 
beſt endeavour and {tudy for it, which is the ſe- 
cond part of the Text; and the laſt thing to be 
conlidered, 


That ye ſludy. 

C* Tudy 1s an earneſt intention of the mind, 
by diligent ſearch and enquiry. Wiſhing 

well to Quiet, or ſpeaking well of it, wall 
not ſerve; the greateſt diſturbers of Peace 
will do that many times, give it a good word, 
when they will not part- with the phanlie for 
it. And yet Quiet 1s a thing that requires 
care and pains ſomewhat more then ordina- 
ry: For when S. Peer likewiſe ſpeaks of 
eace, it isinthe words of the ſame import, 


it 
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it out ; if it flies from you, purſue after it. 
It. is a, buſte thing to be quiet. The word 
here tranſlated, Study, is in the Original $:2-- 
Ties aa, Be ambitious of it ; that is, purſue and 
{tudy it as you would do Honour and Preter- 
ment; - And that, IT think, 1s as much as 


— 


can be defired ; and yet no more then Quiet | 


both deſerves and needs. | 
Firit, I: deſerves it. For though quiet be 
rather Status wvite, then' Virtue ;, 1t 1s no Ver- 
tue it ſelf, yet the beſt ſoil to plant Vertue in. 
The fruits of righteouſnef are ſown in peace, Jam. 
3. 18. Soare all the fruits of Induſtry ; Learn- 
ing, Arts, Sciences, Traffick, Commerce, 
flouriſh moſt in the calm temperate clime ; 
but in troubles and difſentions every good 
thing goes. backward, only miſchief thrives. 
It fares, with troubled times, as in troubled 
waters; all the filth, dirt and mire in the 
bottom gets them up to the top. We ſaw as 
much "_ our waters were lately troubled; 
what a deal of filth, dirt and mire, what ſor- 
did {tuff was then got up to the top and high- 


eſt place of ruleand command? So much 


are we the more oblig'd to ſtudy that peace 


and quiet, which hath ſunk them to their 
proper place again, the bottom: And 
xt | P there 
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there let them le, ' if you would be quiet. 
'2. Asitdeſerves thereforeourſtudy,' fo it 
needs it too; for it" is a difficult”: thing to be 


quiet, the way to it lies 'through fo my 


parts and duties of Religion, and not the ealt- 
eſt of them neither: To deny' our ſelves, 
by humility and lowlinefs of 'mind to ac- 
knowledge our own weakneſs and frailty, to 
ſubmit/-our 'judgments to others, 'as better 
and wiſer then ourſelves; to ſubdue our paſ- 
frons anduſts, from whence the Apoſtle ob- 
ſerves Wars and Contentions to come , from our 
Lufts; and to- all theſe the Fleſh bath natu- 
rally a reluctance. Our Student therefore hath 
need to contend with himſelf to be at peace 
with others. | 

8. Paul was at Athens when he wrote this 
Epiſtle, a famous Univerlity for the ftndy of 
all liberal Arts and Sciences.” I cannot ſay 
he had theſe in his thought, when. he com- 
mended this ftudy to the Theſſalonians, as an 
Art of more uſe then any he found at Athens : 
Yet when' I fee him fo paſſionately earneſt 
for it, to beſtech them to ſtudy, we have 
reaſon to value it as an Art well worthy of 
Schools, and Profeſlors, and Students. And 
they would make a Royal Society, whereof the 
King 
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King himBelf ; 1s; Maſter ,:  who1s our Peace- : 


maker:by office, 'and:by:4:care equal-to that, 
and quiet life in all godlinef and 


live 2 


honeſty: * ' oHleburh little ſenſe. of Honour; that 


will not enter himſelf a Student under that 
conduc; Fhe very word for Study, ®ioriaele- 
_ $44 carries Honour with it. 

And yet1 can tell them ofa higher School 
for it then this, and wherem Kings them- 
ſelves are content to be Students. Our Lord 
Chriſt, the great Mediator of our eternal 
peace with Heaven, would not be brought 


into the world without a Soug of Peace on. 
Earth, by Angels: And when he leſt thes. Joh. 14. 
World, bequeathed it as a Legacy after him,*” 


My peace I leave with you. And when he comes 
' again tojudge the world, we have reaſon to 
look that he will call us to a reckomng how 
| weule his Legacy. And ſo he will too; for 
| heis That Lord, Matth. 24. that when he came 
and found ſome ſmiting their fellow-ſervants, 
commanding them'to be cut aſunder, and have 
their portion with hypocrites: A puniſhment 
well fitted tothe offence; there was Aſchiſm 
in the fault, and there ſhall be another ſchiſm 
in the puniſhment ; they who ſundred and 


P 2 divide® 
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hath'by atk that under Him we may I T. n1, z 2 
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divided: fro their. Brethren, {ould them- 
felvsbei cut» aſunder,:and-have' their! portion 
with hypocrites. But'fotr the Pan athis 1 
whenhecomes; he will provide better com- 

Mart. 5.9-Pany) for they ſhall be talled the.:Childiren of God. 
Bleſſed arc "they (then whomthe Lord when 
he comes ſhall fhnd at their ſtudies of that 
Quiet,which gives them ſo faira Title to Eter- 
nal Reſt.and Peace in Heaven with Chrilt, 
and all the Children of- God. 


; 
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A. SERMON 
 Preached before His 
Majeſty at Whitehall, March 18. 166.. 


{Tan 7s..4 I 1, 
_ And to do your own buſineſs. 


2>% HE whole Verſe, wheredf theſe 
PX words area part, is an Exhorta- 
tion to the ſtudy of Two Leſ- 
ſons; One for Quiet, the other 
for Buſineſs: That ye ſtudy to be 
quiet, and to do your own buſineſs. 

Of the former, the laſt time I had the ho- 
nor to be called to this Service, we treated 


particularly ; and it wasa point well worthy 


our care and ſtudy. But the Leſſon we are 


' nowto learn, ſeems not much to deſerve o 


need it. LY 

I have not ( I confeſs) ſought far for a 
Text,but took that which came next to hand. 
Nor 
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Nor doth the Text put you to ſeek far what 
you are to do; It is but your own buſineſs, In 
both reſpe&s it may be thought unfit for this 
Audience, which 1s not of that quality to be 
entertained. with, no. better - Proyifian. than 
what comes next to hand; and eſpecially, if 
that ſhould prove plain and homely, as this is, 
To do our own buſineſs; and as it follows, To work 
with our own hands : This is but a kind of Mecha- 
nical Dotrine ; and what ſhould that do here 
Not to leave my ſelf and the Text under 
this prejudice; That I ſought no farther for 
it, was not of caſlinefsor negleFt,;but Choice ; 
Becauſe'I found-it not.only in conjuntion 
and company with the excellent Study of 

Quiet, to which any kind of retainer at 'lar 
might deſerve reſpe&; but alſo, Becauſe T ſaw 
it ſet by the Apoſile, ina place of near and in- 
timate relation, a Principle and Foundation to 
it. The next wayto be' quiet abroad, is to be 
buſie at home. And though it be but plain Do- 
arine, 'tis never the worſe for that uſe; for 
Foundations are beſt, when plameſt. It is noted as 
a cauſe why men make little proficiency in 
Artsand Sciences, that the Principles and Ele- 
mentsare not ſo well {tudied as they ſhould be. 
| | And 
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And the reaſon why = fall under that neg- 
t 


le; 1s, Becauſe none of the great things which 
the Art it ſelf promiſes, are ſeen in the Princi- 


et firſt. And therefore Quintilian, that the 


chollars of his Art might not be diſcouraged 
with the meannelſs of his Firlt Elements, tells 
them, that Latent Fundamenta, conſpiciuntur adift- 
cia; there is little to be ſeen in the Foundation, 
that hes hid under ground ; all the beauty and 
luſter is m the Superſtruction. This doing our 
own bu fineſs, T& id\ia TpaTlay 13 a practical m_ 
ciple , whereupon depends much of the buſt- 
neſs of our whole lives, and ſo hath the fate of 
other foundations, to be little ſeen and regard- 
ed, It lies low under ground, and we over- 
look it, as a thing not worthy any mans 
thought or care. But to give it the due, we 


' mulſtnotlook upon what it 181nS igh},but what 


it is in vertwue; a Principle and Foundation 
whereupon is built that, which is the deſire of 
all good men, the publick peace and quiet of 
the Church and Kingdom. And then we may- 


allow it to be good Doctrine which hath {o 


good a Uſe. Itisa good tree that brings forth 
good fruit. - | | 
But then you will ſay, It muſt be im ſeaſon 


17 


too. Now the wiſe man tells us, There is a time Eccles 3, 


for” 
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for war, as well as a' time for peace. And can it 
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then be ſeaſonable again and again thus to im- 
portune the ſtudy of ſuch things: as make-for 
peace, at a time when we areall, and have 


cauſe to bein preparation for war ? Indeed if 


it were ſuch a peace, as would weaken the 
hands of pare. purſuit of that Juſt, Ne- 
ceſlary and Royal. Expedition, it were a moſt un- 
ſeaſonable Soleciſm'; But we muſt know, As 
there.isa War that makes for Peace,ſo there is 
a Peace.that makes for War. Unity among our 
ſelves, binds us cloſe together ; ' we are the 
ſtronger for it. Vis unita fortior ;, in diviſions and 


diſcord, ftrength-is diſtracted and ſcattered; 


| 5 
. Dum ſing nant, omnes vincuntur. Domeſtick 
nz 


Peace ugh it.. comes not out of the 
Artillery, is good Ammunition for War : And 
it fallsin well too, with the expreſs Letter and 
Do&trine of the Text, It is0ur own buſineſs. As 
it 18 the proper buſineſs of a King to prote&t 
His Subjects from the Infolencies and Injuries 
of proud inſulting Neighbours; ſo it is the buſt- 
ak of every good Subjedt too, to aſſiſt Him 
in it with their Lives and Fortunes. Whether 
therefore we ſeek for Peace at home, or have 
cauſe of War abroad, the duty of the Text is 
for us. Weare doing our own bulineſs. But. 


though 


wy” Pn a. Tl 
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though.itbea good Foundation to build on 
every way ; yet, except the Lord build the houſe , 
their labour is but loſt that build. Let us therefore 
before we go farther in the work, go to him 
fora bleſſing upon it, &c. 


That ye ſtudy to do your own buſineſs. 
[ ;Take tt the word ( ſtudy, ) being forc'd by 
Þ-: the necellary conſtruction. of Grammar 
and Reaſon. For an oje4:without an a8; im- 
p__ nothing : to do our own buſineſs, may 
eas. well a fault, as a duty ; but if ſtudy be 
taken 1n, the ſenſe 1s certain and perfe&, it is 
' thatwhereinweſhall do well to imploy our 
{tady.-. As we are to ſtudy to be quiet, ſo weare 
to. ſtudy alſo to doour own bu fine 
-- The words will bear two ſenſes;as there are 
two-ſorts of offenders about buſineſs, nihil a- 
gentes, and aliud agentes, And in the words of the 
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Apoſtle, pndsy Epy@&Copevas and epiepy=Copevot, 2 Theſ.3. 


the d/e that work nt at all, and the buſie-bodies ; fo 1: 


we tranſlate TzpwpyaGouern: The Text will 
reach them both, tor either it ſets every one a- 
work, to find himſelf ſome buſineſs, or it re- 
{trains and confines him to that which is his 

OWN. -: | 7 
[The former againſt laleneſs, is a good leſſon, 
2 that; 


. " _ wen xx _y 


that, toawaken the lazy [laggard out of his 
dead lleep; for, they are, as 5. Paul ſpeaks of 


\Tim.s.6. is idle wanton widows, dead while they live. 


T here is no more life- in an 1dle man, thenin 
an Idol-god, that hath eyes aud ſee not, ears and hear 
nt ; but the other ſenſe ſeems to agree better 
with the ſcope of the place, and will afford 
work enough for this time, the Apditle ſeerns 
to have obſerved ſome among them too much 
buſted in matters-:that brought trouble and 
diſquiet to themſelves and others; for remedie 
whereofſhe eryoyns them to look to their own 
bulineſs. 4 44L194 LETS 
Bat how their own? For itmay be afault, 
anda great one too, ſo. to do our own buſ1- 
neſs, as not to regard what becomes of others; 
thatif our own turns beſcry'd, and we get, 
nomatter who loſes. This is deſervedly for- 
bidden by our Apolile himſelf to the Philippi- 
ans, chap. 2,vtr. 4.. Look not every man on his own 
_ bt every man alſo on the vhings of others. 
And m the 21. v. complains of it too, - that 
every one ſeeks his awn,. and not the things 
which are Jeſw Chriſts. But our own here, and 
ourown here, are two diflerent things : That 
which he blames there, is our own of intereſt ; 
there may be too much of our ownin that : but 
| RS _ 


I Theſſ. foe 11. 


that which he commands here, is our own of 
duty and: office. In this it muſt be ſo mnch 
our own, that it muſt be none but our own. 
Having reduced the words to their proper 


enuine ſenſe, in this Leflon there will fall to 
be learned theſe particulars. 

1. That, there is and ought to be a propriety 
in buſineſs, that to every one there rh 
ſomething that he may properly call his own. 

_ 2. The Obligaton of Duty and Religion to 
confine himſelf to that which 1s his own. 

3- The Operation it hath had in the World 
upon our Quiet or Diſqutet. 

4: Fromtheſe is inferr'd a Neceſsity to Stu- 
dy it ; That ye fludy to do your own buſmeſs. 

Firſt, That there 18a Propriety in Buſineſs. 
This muſt be laid for a ground; all thereft 
elſe will fall to nothing, It will beno Religion 
to keep it ; no Sin to break it; no rieed to 
Study it. | 

That which S, Paul-ipake of the Doctrine 
of the ror m general at Epheſur, A great 


I2I 


door, and effeflual was opened to him, and there : Cor, 16. 


were many Adverſaries ; is true alſo of this partt-** 


cular Doctrine of Propriety, It isa door open 
| to allwiſe and ſober men; yet it hath many 
Adverſaries. | 


Q 2 There 
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There is a buſie humour inthe world , to 
lay all common; and it is grown tobe a Sef of 
Religion ; yea, more than one; as many as 
there are kinds of Propriety , ſo many Secs 
endeavour to fling down the Incloſures. 
T. As firit, There 18'a Propriety in| Goods and 
- Poſſeſsions , and againit this, there riſes a Sect 
| of Letellers, who. tell us from the Pſalmiſt , 
Pra, ins. The Heavens, are the Lords-;, but, the Earth hath he 
iG. givento the Children of men : [That to which ever 
| man hath a. Right by the Gift! of God, 'the. 
Pride and Covetouſneſs of a few have .en- 
roſs'd, and made their.own, - -:.,- » + 


-- _- 


- 


2. .- There is a Right and; Prapriety of Reſpett 
and Honour due to ſome aboveothers. Agamſt 
this ariſes another Se, of Levellers they call 
Quakers, who, refuſe to gize Hoour 40, whom 
Honour. belongs: | Though. this looks like a 
Religion againſt good mangers only, or were 
but ſome Quarrel with the Grammarians 
again{t proper Names; . the Miſchief of it 
lies deeper, and is of the, ſpirit of Anabaptiſm, 
who oppole the very Powers and Dignities 
themſelves, which they deſpiſein their Titles: 
for they cannot be fo foolth, though ſimple 
enough , as to. make a_ Reigion of, Names 
only. T heſeare dangerous Sects of Levellers 

| both : 


1 Theſſ. 4. 11. 
both; but they lie not in our way. The Text 
toucheth only Levellers of Buſineſs, who think 
they are not to be barr'd the liberty of doing 
any thing that 1s good ; bonum quo communius eo 
meliue,and ought.not to beimpropriate to any. 
But that there 1s a. Title and Propriety in 
ſometo bukineſs, wherein it is not permitted 
toevery one to interpoſe, a neceſſity in Na- 
ture requires,.. 'Fhe World is repleniſhed with 
hate yaricty of;things,: and a great deal. of 
work is to be done toinake them uſeful and 
ſerviceable to us. Now 1t 18 not poſſible for 
every one to do all, and hardly all,m any one 
thing, to gain the fulluſe and benefit of it. 
But when the works are diſtributed ſeverally 
to ſome, the benefit may redound toall. 

All the bulineſs of the world refers either 
toa Spiriiual End, the good of the foul; orto 
= Temporal and Civil, our well-being while 
we live here upon earth: And to both theſe 

Ends,God hath appointed and aſtigned parti- 
cular Wfons ; he = not leave them in com- 
mon... In BgTemporal.there 1s private bul1- 
neſs and publick. For private uſe, as in Fa- 
milies, there 1s the. bulineſs of the Husband 
and Wife, the Parent and Children, the Ma- 
iter and Servants: And out of Families, for 
= private 


_ 
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tvate ule likewiſe, there is the buſineſs of 
hyficians and Advocates, Husbandmen , 
Merchants and Mariners, Mechanicks and 


 Labourers; andalltheſeare of private nature, 


though of common benefit. Then'is there 
the publick buſineſs, by whithall theſe are or- 
dered and governed , and they are by S. Peter / 
diſtinguiſhed to our hands; asthat of the. Kin 
as Supreme , and: of Governors ſent by him: ; ind 
they are Magiſtrates and'-Judges for Peace, 
Captains and Commanders'for War, | And 

ſ1des theſe, there is the buſineſs of Miniſters 
and Affiſtants to the Supreme Power, Conn-. 
ſellors, Lawyers, Officers and Servants; and 
all theſe are for that temporal end. 

And for the Spiritual, whoſe buſineſs refers 
to the foul there is likewiſe a Propriety ; as in 
Biſhops to Ordain, Inſtitute and Order the reſt 
of the Clergy ſpecially, and of the whole Dio- 
ceſs occaſionally', as the neceſſity of it ſhall 
require. Then 1s there the buſinel of the 
Presbyters, in the ſeveral parts of the Dioceſs, 


 1na moreparticularand mninediate Cure and 


Charge, to be directed by, and accountable to 
the Biſhop. There be others Diaconal and Mi- 
niſterial to both. -And all together, Temporal 
and Spiritual, as ſeveral Members, make one 


4" LTB8f. $00.) - 
Body ; and every Member , faith the Apoſile , 
bath not the ſame office , Rom. 12.'4. God di- 
vided his'Gifts ro every one ſeverally as He will, 
1 Cir. 12,11. he did not ſcatter them m com- 
mon,but divide them; and all hold.in ſeveralty. 
' And as that Severance and Propriety 
ſtands upon good Authority ; ſo Authority was, 
no doubt, induc't upon reaſon of Profit and 
Intereſt; It conduceth more to the common 
good, than Community it ſelf could. 

Firſt, It brings Order into the common 
bulineſs of the world, and that takes away 
confuſion; , which never did any. thing well. 
To avoid fornication, 1 Cor. 7. 2: let every man 


have his own wife. Upon the ſame Equity , to | 


avoid the promiſcuous luſt and curiolity men 
 havetomingle with any bulineſs, Let every 
man hkew1ſe have his own. 1 

2. Inrcaſon all bulineſs will be beſt done 
too, by thoſe to whom they are peculiar and 
proper. Artifici inſua arte credendum. Men are 
molt truſted in their own Trades. We truſt 
the Lawyer. with our Eitates, the Phyſician 
with our Bodies, Ifay nothing of our Souls; 
weare ſo wiſe atthat work , as to truſt none 
but our ſelves. | 


3. Yet thirdly, The nware and condition of = 


the 
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the buſineſvitfelf, may-require 1t Some are 


bm A his own. 


| of Doing Otr Buſs meſs; 


ſo difficult;that every'bnecannotdo, though 
he would : and ſome are ſo mean, that every 
one wouldnot do, though he conld: and all 


. aye: ſuch;:as' thitorigh; themercy-of Godwe 
need not Yonf wewil. Bnlets'1 It be our /own 


buſineſs. *. © - 
Weare now faln upon his FM Part; wa 


as every ons hath ſome! bufineſs that ishisown, 


ſo Duty and 101, abligeth hm to TA 


"Hi al hr belfrelibrlikimnd, 
asthe\ former.:ical confinement of it ſelf 


Co uncahe: He thathath no mind to £0 a- 


broad;would not be tied to ftay at home. And 
hethat cares for no buſineſs; ders take it ill to 
be barr'd any. But-this*confinement beſides, 
mps the growthand:encreaſe of good, where - 
of they. think, more would be done if every 
onehave free libertyto dd'it ; and therefore 
1t1sju{Fand reaſonableto allow any 0ne'a con- 
current juriſdiftion with others/in” any” thing 
that is otherwiſe good, though that be to,go- 
vern with the King;'to prayiand preach, or 


what they pleaſe, with the Prieft> Andthey 


have asmuch of propriety as any can have to 


buſt- 


buſineſs; yet even to theſe, they think any 


man may make a ſufficient title, that hath un- 
derſlanding to know what 1s to be done, as well 
as any other, and affefim to do it, perhaps 
more then others. And all have right and in- 
tereſt in the publick, eſpecially that wherein 
Religion and the ſoul is concerned ; how God 


may be beſt ſerved, and wherein His glory 


may. be moſt promoted. Wyll not all theſe 
makea Title good.enough to any buſineſs ? 

| The Glryof, G 0D, indeed, isa high and 
_ over-ruling Title ; it we do not ſet it on our 
own. heads,.as the manner 1s, to make Gods 
glory ſerye onr own. -. Otherwile that, and 
the re[tareſuch things, as all men of wiſdom 
or conſ{cjence ſhould have regard to, in any 
buſineſs they undertake ; provided yet it be 
their own, In that everyone; hath, liberty to 
improve his underitanding and'knowledg for 
the be(t,..as well for his own ſoul as the publick 
good ;..In that et the glory of God wp. Star 
| to guide,him. But all theſe do not :make the 

ng ours;;.they are a good qualification 
in any;for buſineſs, yet give no right or Title to 
it.. Great knowledg and kill in the -Lawsxyill 
not ſet a man upon the Bench ; nor of Divinity, 
inthe Biſhops Chair ; nor will the dexterous 
R glib- 


"20 
glb- gifted tongue put 2 man into the P ulpit. 
There muſt be beſides a Title and Commiſſh- 


0fDa - es, _ 


on to make them ours. 


But muſt allthe obligations we have to the 


Publick good, and to Gods honour, ſtoop to Com- 
misſions, Titles and proprieties, which are but the 
creatures and conſtitutions of men ? 
 Tothisqueſtion, I anſwer in the words of 
Job, 14. 7. Will you ſpeak wickedly for God, and talk 
deceitfully for him ?1t is deceitful talking,to 
for God againſt himſelf; for thought ſhould 
be granted, that the ſorting of ſeveral employ- 
ments and functions have nching of man in 
them; yet the confirmation and approbation - 
of God makes it þi4, and ſo divine : boy as God 
hath founded a divine Moral law , upon the 
propriety of goods and poſſeſſions, Thou ſhals 
ht ſleal; yea; Thou ſhah not cover that which'is 
anothers; and yet it comes not to be anothers, 
but by Þumane Laws. So though different ſtates 
of hie and employments have ſomewhat. in 
them by diſpolition of Law,or our own.choice;. 
+uponthem is alſo founded this moral duty, 
to keep within thoſe bounds: For though 
men laid the Land-marks , yet God DCE 
ed They ſhould nt beremoved, Deut. ty. rs. 
It 8a kind of Buylaryto break into ano- 

| | ther 
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ther mans buſineſs, as well as into another 
mans houſe : or if you will not allow it to be 
theft to have anothers buſineſs found with 
you, as1t 1s to have anothers goods ; it 1s as ill 
astheſft in S. Peter's opinion. The Murtherer, the 
Thief, the Evil-dver, the Buſie-body ; there's a Meſſe 
of them, he puts them all alike together, 
1 Pet. 4. 15. | 

To ſhut up this point, It the gory of God, 
and the publick Good, and ſuch like fair preten- 
ces, might let us looſe upon one anothers bu- 
ſneſs, it would quickly bring us round, where 
we were, to that confuſion and diſorder, for 
remedy whereof, the Apoſtle added this Leſ- 
fon to the former. We ſhall never learn to 
be quiet well, unleſs we learn alſo to keep 
within our own buſineſs. 

Yet I deny not, but that Diſcord and Dil- 
ſention have other cauſes beſides; for, of Pride 
cometh contention, ſaith Solomon, Prov. 13.10. And 
from covetouſneſs, ſaith S. James, they deſire, and 
have not, James 4. 2. It istrue of other- Luſts, 
Wrath, Revenge, Envy, Slander, and Curio- 
ſity too, break the peace too often, and had 
need be bound to their good behaviour all : 
Yet we may obſerveit, That none of all theſe 
doactually any great miſchiefthat way , till 

R 2 they 
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they firſt bring it tothis, till it draws us from 


our own- ſtation, and fling us upon ſome 


thing that is none of our own bulineſs. 


? HE truth ofthis will more fully be ſeen 
| in the Third Part, which comes next to 
be conſidered, The Operation it hath had in 
the world, by diſturbing the Peace and. Quiet of 
it. Meum and Tuum bath not fill'd it with more 
Suits and:Contentions1m;our Goods and Pol- 
ſeſſions, than it hath in the actions and buſineſs 
of our lives, W hat 18 our own, and what 15 
not our awn 17 wo ho OT £51 

-' To arraign:allthat' are gulty: of breaking; 
this Rule in fevera} kinds, would: ask a long 
roceſs. We will therefore take notice 'only 
here ofthe attempts upon Government and Fe- 
ligjon, 'bythoſe whoſe bufineſs it was not; be- 
cauſe the: moſt avd greatelt-tempeſts and 
ſtorms:m the Chriſtian World, - have blown 
from that Coait.- Vat, | 
' - 'The Wars and Combuſtions over all Italy 
and Germany ;.in the time of the Emperor, 
HENRI the. 4th, had their beginning 
trom-hence. Pope Hildebrand, GREG. vy. 
not content.with: that which his Charge/and 
Offce of Biſhop-;allow'd/him, began to mea- 
ſure 
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ſure out to himſelf, a Greatneſs-equal to the 
Gity he ferv'd in, which had been Domicilium 
Imperii , firſt” brake in upon the Temporal 
Power , -not heard- of before in the * Church, 
_. though then a Thouſand years old : Where, 
for the better ſupport of his Greatneſs, he en- 
deavoured to get into his Diſpoling, all 
Church-Promotions ; and for that end, call'd 
a Council at Rome of a tew Biſhops for. his 'pur- 
pole, and there Decreed all Patronages and Do- 
natims by Lay-men, Princes not excepted, to be 
void, and of noefte& in Law. W hat could be 
. expected from ſo Unjuſt a Decree, but vehe- 
ment - Oppolition, and: a bloody Diſpute ? 
What troubles the ſame Parronage and: Inzeſti- 
zure of Biſhops brought preſently aſter into this 
Kingdom, our Stories are full of. But the an- 
gry Pope;' wheriche ſaw ho-couldnot quietly 
enjoy the: Rights of the Crown,  falls-fercely 
upon the Crown it ſelf, and would. be Maſter 
of that too; and then he thought he ſhould 
Rule to purpole for the, Catholick Cauſe. And 
for an Eilay ofthis bgjd Uſurp'd Power, fairly 
Depoſed the Emperor; and abſolv/d his Subjects 
of their Obedience. This was certainly no 
Biſhops buſineſs. He may bleſs the 'Corona- 
tion, not diſpoſe of the CrownHe may pray 
| for 
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that Feite of his, yet 
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for a Godly and Peaceable Government un- 


der it, not make a prey of it. To abſolve Pe- 
nitents of their Sins, isa Biſhops work ; not 


of their Duties ; that is not to remit their Sins, 


but to make them Sinners. Now what was 

likely to be the effect of all this, but that which 

hapned, Wars and Combuitions over the whole 
Empire ? 

Though that my did not long out-live 

1s. Succeſlors and their 

Paraſites have fo ply'd the Cauſe ever fince 


that time, ſome directly, ſome indirectly, that 


the fire is not yet extinguiſhed. Now if the 
Pope met with ſome Princes that would not 
——_ his Renging thus in their Dominions, 
but thoughtit lygh time to quit his Miter, to 


| ſecure their Crowns, he may thank himſelf 


for it. They may call it a Schiſm, if they pleaſe; 
but it isa Schiſm without a Sin, That word 
will hurt none ſo much as the Cauſers and 
Authors of it; For it is but reaſonable and 
ju{t, That if the Pope would not know his bu- 
{ineſs, that Princes ſhould know theirs. This 1s 
my Firſt Inſtance, of the Troubles that by this 

means brake into the whole Church. 
We need not go far from home for ano- 
ther, We werein aſad caſe not long (ince 
in 
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in this Kingdom by a Gil War. I meddle 
not with the fault, let.that {Jeep under the A& 
of Oblivion. We may, Itruit, without offence, 
enquire into the cauſe of it. What were they 
dog that gave us that diſquiet ? Look upon 
the Standard fet up for the War; I mean, the 
molt Execrable Bo ENANT, &Quomodo legis ? 
how read you there ? was it not medling with 
buſineſs was none of their. own ?. They Cove- 
nanted fir{t to extirpate the Government of the 
Church eſtabliſhed by Law, That Law, with 
hands lifted up to Heaven, they ſwore they 
would aboliſh. The Legiſlative Power we know. 
in whom it is, to make or mend Laws; it was 
none oftheir buſineſs. In this they were cer- 
tainly too bold with the Kings Scepter. At the 
next turn they take hold of his Sword too, and 
engape themſelves toa mutual Defence agamſt 
all Oppoſition. This alſo was none of their bu- 
ſinefs. For thougha Self-defence may be allow'd 
as natural to all; it is againſt private, not puÞ- 
lick Oppolition; and then -too, as Divines 
generally reſolve, Cum moderamine inculpate Tu- 
tele, never to the hurt of others; that 1s, 
Every man may defend himſelf clypeo, but not. 
every one glagio. The Sword the Kmgs, 
and He that takes it from any hand' but His, 

| b where 
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where God hath plac'd it; ſhall periſh with the 


Sword: In this the Covenanters, as ll as they - 
like Biſhops, wonld be,in the Apoſiles phraſe, 
A NoTpLO ET iT X09) the worlt fort of Bilhops 5 
that is, medlers in buſineſs was none. of their 
own.:- The .Worſh'ppers of the Covenant have 
therefore been well dealt with , as the wor- 
ſhippers of the Golden Calf were by Moſes, Exod. 
32. 204:\As hemade them. arinkthat, ſo have 
they been madectoeat;this:; though ſome: of 
them be-found ot fo foolifhly.diltempered ito- 
macks, that- they chogſe rather to part with 
that:which js their own, thanjrenounce a 'Buſi- 
neſs was none btthein OWN: cBut the: Cove- 
nant 1s-paſt, and let-it-go.-1 with for quiet ſake; 
we may neverhear of. the: like aggn. | 
-'T his, was; tranſient [But there {till remains 
a permanent. and! habitual Difturbance of. our 
Peace, th themultitudeand ſwarms of Sxcrs 
ang Factions in Religion,'to which it 1s patu- 
rally and inſeparably inherent : An incurable 
mulchief ;-. ike the: Leproſie on the walls,. | that 
could-ngt be cleanſed, but by pulling down the 
Houſe. From:theſe we hayefelt already but 
too much, and have cauſe yehto fear more. 
But can;we chargethem with doing a -bu- 
finels is noneof their own ?: Can any thing be 
| more 


| 1 Theſſ. 4.11. 
more properly our own bulineſs, than the care 
of our ſouls, and to ſerve God in the beſl manner 
that our underſlandirgs and Comſciences ſhall dire us? 

They are nuſtaken that think the Charge 
lies upon this iſſue, what every man may > 
for himſelf and his own ſalvation. He may 
without queſtion do very much, for he may 
keep all Gods Commandments, if he can; 
and when he cannot, he may be truly contrite 
and penitent for breaking them ; and then he 
may aſluredly believe his fins ſhall be forggyen 
him by the merits and paſſion of our Lord fe- 
ſus Chriſt. And agam, He may ſerve and 
worſhip God with as much fervency and de- 
votion as he can and will; he may abound in 
| Charity, Meekneſs, Humulity, Patience and 
Temperance, and all other Chriſtian vertues : 


Ando long as ye thus follow that which is good faith 
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S. Peter, who will harm you? And I miay fay too, , p,,, 
who can hinder you 1n all this? but if he'z 


makes himſelf a party in a Sef#, if there be 
aſſembling together in companies, gather 
Congregations, incorporate in a Body , mo- 
dule Churches , give Laws of Doctrine and. 
W orſhip,ſet up Teachers and Leaders of their 
own ;. to all this they have as little Right, as 


they have need. A man may go far, ye ſee, in 
| 5 Religion, 


ye 
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Religion, without troubling any ; and if then 
they fall into ſome Erroror Mwbelief in Reli- 

ion; they ought not to be ſeverely handled ; 
bn when they betake themſelves toa Sef,that 
alters the cafe, it will then be compaſſhon m1- 
flaken. A' Zocuſt alone is no fuch perilous 
beaſt to be fear'd or regarded by any; but 
when they come inſhoals and fwarms, and 
cover the face ofthe carth, they are a plague 
to the Countrey where they light. Sotolook 
upon a Sefary lingle, who out of frmplicity 
and good meaning follows his Conſcience, 


- our hearts ſhould be every what as tender for 


ther, as their Confciences are. But if we look 
upon them m Company, they areas iff and dan- 


| gerousas the company they are found in ; and 
| the dangerofall popular Mectings, and. Afo- 


c1ationsto a State,makes it the pr buſineſs 
ofa King and'his Miniſters to: to'1t, and 


to provide againlt it; wherein the care hath 


beentakicn, defervesajuft commendation. - 
' And yet when F affert and! referthis buſt- 
neſs to: the Rs F'N'G, Book tobe calfd toan 
account forthat; For they:take- the- boldnefs 
by: way of reermmnation, to turn the Fext 
upon, the King: himſelf, That His Power is 
Oil, and” Mtzers of the Church and Religion 


are 


1 Theſſ. 4. 15: 
gre Ecclefiaſtical, and ſo none of his buſineſs. 

This is, I'confeſs, too weighty a matter to 
be here thruſt into the corner of a Sermon : 
| yet it will be neceſſary to ſay ſo muchas may 
ſomewhat lay that loud clamour againſt it : 
For the Papiſts and Presbyterians both, how ill 
foever they may agree in other matters , hunt 
- In couples againit the Kings Power and S {4- 
* PREMACT. But as wedenie not all to others 
in their places ; ſo we claim not all for the 
| King. If I ſhall but only now fet out His 
Partin matters of the Church, it wilt appear 
ſufficiently, that he is Refus in Curia, Rends 
right m the Text, and takes.not upon him 
buſineſs which is not his own. 

We acknowledge the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 
_ ta betwadiſtme Powers, and though they 
may be both in one Perſon, and were origi- 
nally fo; yet by the Divine, poſitive Laws both 
of Jews and Chriſtians , they were fo diſtin- 
guithed, that though one perſon were capable 
of both, -yet not without a lawful Title and In- 
veſtiture toeither.* I cannot therefore think, 
Thatthe King isan Eccleſtaſtical Perſon, who 
was never Ordained or Conſecrated to be fo. 
Therefore when ſome Learned in our Laws 
afirm, That the K ING is Supreme Ordi- 


I 3. nary; 
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nary, and mixta perſona, it muſt be underſtood 
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in ſome other ſenſe, and for ſome other pur- 
ole; for we do not find that he attempts the 
Sn any thing that is the proper act of an 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſon. 
Yes, they ſay, he claims by his Title of 


| Supremacy, To govern all perſons in all cauſes, as 


well Eccleſiaſtical as Givil. 

We acknowledge this to be his juſt Title ; 
but deny, that he Joh any thing by it; which 
1s not properly his own buſineſs, and in Fight 


| ofhis Crown. That he is the Fountain alſo 


of all Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdi&tion, though it be 
not expreſly in his Title, we acknowledge to 
be in his Power. But here I muſt crave leave 
to ſay ſomething of the nature and notion of 
Jurx1sD1cTION, though it ſhall taſt ſome- 
what of the race and harſhneſs of the School; 
yet much of the Caſe depends upon it, and no 
little miſtakes there are about it. 

| It is agreed generally, That there is in the 
Church a Power of Orders, and a Power of 
Juriſdificn diſtin; that is, for the Power, 
thongh not diſtin& in the obje and matter of 
that power ; for thats the ſame in both : As, 
preaching Gods Word, adminiſtring the Sa- 
craments, or the Cenſures of the Church, are 
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of the power of Orders. And the putting all, - 


' orany of theſe in execution, is by a power of 
Juriſdifion. T he former,as Divines diltinguiſh, 
is a power in habitu, the other in a&u. So that 
Juriſdifion is nothing elſe, but a power to do aQu- 
ally, what was potentially or habitually receiv'd in 
Orders. 

I do not here take Furiſdifim in the tric 
vulgar ſenſe, to be a power jus dicendi inter partes 
ktigantes only, as the word imports; but more 
largely, as it reacheth to any act of Order, 
— without which it cannot lawfully be put in 

© execution. 


Now the Queſtion hw will be, How a | 


King can be the Fountain of the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſ- 
diftion us din his Dominions, who neither givs Orders 
himſelf , not executes any ; that is, hath neither power 
of Orders, nor Power of Juriſdifion? 

My Anſwer to this Queſtion, is, That the 
Kings Power lies without both theſe, and is 
that which gives Commiſſion and Faculty to 
perſons ordained to execute their Orders 
within his Dominions. And the Reaſon, 
Ground and Neceſlity of that is, Becaule the 
Eccleſiaſtical Fun&tion cannot be put in exe- 
cution, but by ſuch ways and means as are ab- 
ſolutely and originally in the King,and inRigh: 
sf his Crown, As firſt, | There 
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" There muſt be ſome Swbjefs upon whom 
they may execute their Eceleltaltical Orders ; 
now all the Subjefts within his Dominions , 
are the Kings, who mult of neceſſity loſe fo 
much ofthe Right he had 1n them, as any o- 
ther allymes withent' Him. From hence 
grows his Right to order and conſtitute Div- 
ceſſes and Pariſhes.and to ſet them their bounds 
and limits; thats, upon which of his Sub. 
jeRs, and how far he will allow them reſpec- 
tively to execute ther Orders; for without 
thoſe bounds, itis not, nor is us'd to be taken 
for any part oftheir buſineſs. 

To te 


publick exerciſe of Religion the peo- 


_ ple mult meet togetticr. And all aſſemblings of 


people together,are abſolutely in the Power of 
Princes ; all States in all tunes have ever been 
jealous of them, and provided fevere Laws 
againſt them ; for itis impoſſible, be the pre- 
tences of meeting never fo.farr, to gOVeErn PEO- 
pke,and keep. them quiet tong, if they may = 
hberty to flock together at their pleaſures. - 
When they are met together, there muſt be 
ſome to teach and inſtru them. How dange- 
rous a thing it 1s promikcuoully to ſuffer Ha- 
rangues and. Orations to be made to the people 
by ſuch who, poſſibly may: be Os 
edi- 


Sedition; who by ſlandering the Govern- 
* ment; and ſpeaking evil of Dignities, may in- 
flame people to Rebellion ? We have known 
ſuch things done. It is therefore neceſlary, 


that none be allow'd that liberty to ſpeak to. 


Multitudes afſembled together, but fach with 
whoma King may fafely truſt his people. And 
this gives him a Right and Capacity of Patro- 
nage and Nomination to Ecclefiaſtical Charges ? 

Left the Defirme which they teach the 
people, ſhonld be fixch: as would amuſe them 
with Novelties, or occaſion Alterations, - artd 
foment Diviſions, or any way diſturb the 
Peace of the Kingdom ; it 1sjuft and reafon- 
able that the King ſhoald confine them: with- 
w the. compaſs of certain Articles and Do- 
cries of Religion, which gives Him —_— 
to that, which1n- other reſpects, no doubt, 
longs to the care of the Chareh:. 

But beſides the Articles of Peace, we find 
that the King in His Laws declares wha is 
Hereſie : That, if any thing,ſeems tobe the pro: 

work of the Eccleſiaſtical Power; yet even 
m-that he is not out athis own Civil buſineſs. 
For ſeeing meer Ecclefiaſtical' Cenſures are 
found-not'to be of ſufficient force to ſuppreſs 


the 


rr 


dangerons and Heretical' Opinions', without 


Of Doing Our Buſineſ, ; 
the uſe of the zemporal Sword : Out of the care 
the King hath ofthe Lives and Eſtates of His 
SubjeRs, he will not let His Sword looſe to the 
will of others, who by declaring what they 
pleaſe to be Herelie, may bring themin peril; 
He therefore confines them to ſuch caſes only , 
wherein He is content His Sword ſhould be 
made uſe of. This 1s all, and is that which 
mult be allowed to be the proper buſineſs of the 
King toaſſign, how far, and in what caſes His 
Temporal Power and Sword ſhall be em- 
OE” and can be no invading the Eccle- 
aſtical. VDRO; | 
. Butlaſtly, Is not this the ſame wrong and 
illafion we charge the Fope with, who in order 
to his Spiritual End, Uſurps the Temporal 
Power; ſo the King in order to his Temporal 
Government, invades the Eccleliaſtical £ 
No, the caſe is far different ; If the Pope 
did order temporals by ſpiritual means only , 
i. & Ecclefiaſtice, we had the leſs to fay againſt 
him ; he is not out of the way of a Biſhops 
power though he ſhould abuſe it. But he for - 
s ſpiritual end,uſurps temporal means, and takes 
upon him to diſpoſe of tempors Eſtates,that is 
none of his buſineſs. But the King in ordering 
Eccleſiaſtical things to His temporal end, uſes - 


no 


PRO ONT 
1o- Eccleſialkiegl}gneans:,; but temporal only, 


whichate his Piper, buſineſs, He doth not 


excommunicate the Pope. out of the Church, 


as the Pope would dohim out of his temporal 
Dominions. But the King , -af he ſee cauſe, 
may baniſh him and his Emiſlaries ont of his 
Kingdom. That cannot be deny'd to be the 


proper buſineſsof a King to ſecure and free his 


Kingdom from any. thing that is deſtructive 
to it. Now itinall this the King moves not out 
of his own civil Sphere, to return to our Sefa- 
ries, Who put us upon this digreſſion, they {hill 
remain as we ket them, -guilty of doing much 
that is none of their own bulineſs. 

W hat thenis to be done with them ? Ac- 
cording to a late Statute, a Mirtimus (I think) 
might be made to fend them to priſon; but 
the Apoſtle here deals more kindly with them, 


and ſends them only to School to ſtudy better, 


which is my Fourth and laſt Point. 


Hat ye ſtudy to do your own buſineff. 1 will 
$ take no more out of the word Szudy, 
then what any one underſtands to be init; A 
ſerious weighing and conſidering of the matter ; 
and there 1s need of 1t. 

The firſt thing the Student 1sto do before 
| 'E he 
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he takes in hand atv matterbf fnportance, to 
 ſetdownand confider-whether it be hisown 
buſineſs, or no ; what Tiflehe can make to it. 
It is utterly a fault amongſt us, to think that 
no part of'our buſineſs, to conſider whether 
' it beour buſineſs or no. If a qualm comes o- 
ver the ftomack, that we'begin to grow Go- | 
vernment-fick, or that the'Ceremonies and Su- 
perſtitions of the Church offend us, preſently 
without further diſpute, what ever comes of 
it, it is reſolved we will havea better Govern- 
ment; and a more pure and reformed Church. 
That is commonly concluded, before this be 
diſputed. No good Student will do fo, con- 
clude without premiſes. We muſt ſee whe- 
ther it be our own buſineſs firſt, how we can 
derive a Title to 1t. 
 Weknow,thatGovernment and Religiom come 
; both originally from God, to which none can 
have Right, but they to whom God hath ſet 
over, and entruſted the Care and Charge of 
either; Our part is to ſee by what mean Con- 
peyance it comes from them to us. If we have 
nothing to ſhew that either of them have 
been particularly committed to us, we may 


fafely and certainly conclude, it is none of our 
buſineſs. __ - 


Every 


1 Theſ.' 4.12. 
Every Student:mulſt.obſerve a good me- 
thed in his ftudy;-whereof one Rule is, To 
proceed''a manifeſtis ad obſciridra; Let him be- 
| gu at thatwhich 1s without queſtion his own 

ulineſs: Hath he. done all that belofps to his 
proper placeand.Fun&tion; which is certainly 


- 


i45 
2. 


his own? 'Or hathhe'a Family at home w | 


vern, that no doubt-is his too ? Are his Wite , 
and Children, and Servants well ordered, all 
as they ſhould be?' $.:Paul gives! a charge to 
 Timuthy; notto ſet a Biſhop over the Church , 
who hath | = governed his own Family well. 
Though ſome have not a Faruly without, yet 
every one hath a Family: within, anda large 
one too: To rule his paſſions and inordinate 
delires only, ask a world of work, and they 
will find it ſo,” whenever they ſet themſelves 
uponit. PST GEE 0 | 
What a prepoſterous method and courle is 
it to hunt eagerly after Liberty from ſome ima- 
ginary Preſſure in Government, or ſome poor 
Ceremony inthe Church, while in the mean 
time; weare true ſlaves toſome baſe, vile luſt 
within us. Here we ſhould begin to ſet our 
ſelves at liberty from'our ſelves. And this the 
method of Charity requires, as well as the me- 
thod of4rr. Charity begins always at home, at 
ufo: 6 | our 
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our. own bulineſs;::Tantuwmme ab re tda otii eft tibi, 
was well (id in the-Coledy;!: Aliens ut Cures. 
True Chatity.will find 1no.leiſure for other's 
work, till her-own be:done, If this. method 
were:;carefully:obſcrv'd;;!the world would be 
"A oreat deal quieter: (hebabhy. |, G5 12 4 

Study wall be thereforeteedful in this caſe, 
becauſe-otherwiſe unconfidering men are apt 
to be carried away.withthe/fair ſhew of Zeal 
and, Religion. in reformingothers ;/'they take it 
for awrongfram any that think not ſo of it : 
But by conſidering well; they will find they 
are diſappointed of that hope; for whatſoever 
ſets them on work;:it-cannot be true Religion, 
thatisnot contrary to; it ſelf. -All ok | 
know, that One truth is not-repugnant to an- 
other; .nor one yertue to.another.. 

Religion doth not make men fools,to employ 
themſelves in that whereof there comes no good. 
All we do in:other mens buſ1nefs, runs walt. 
S. Paul, 2 Thefſ. 3. 11: calls it idlenef}, wndiy 
£ pyaCopiybys &ANG TERIEPYRCOmevesy working notat 
all; but are buſie-hodies., bulic,and yet notwork 
at all.He ſays the ſame of his Fidows of pleaſure, 
I Tim. 5.3. Thatthey were «yi and Teplepyor, 
idle, and bufte-bodies both. He thinks that not 
worthy to be call'd buſineſs, which-is not 
m——_—_ +7 - Al 


TB, £511. - 

And yet, Secondly, There is a worſe mat- 
terin it than idlenefs. It charges. our account 
more'than needs; and there is no Wiſdom in 
that ; for when the Conſcience brings us in 
more work than either God or Man particu- 
larly requires, though it be not our own'of 
Duty here, it will be our own in Account here- 
| aſter : For the conſcience of doing it, makes 
it ours howſoever; and fo guilty both of it, 
and all the miſcheif: that comes by 1t. 

'Tis againſt Juſtice: That doth fuum cuique 
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zribuere. Juilice lets every man enjoy his own. 


He that takes upon him another mans buſinels, 
becauſe he can " it better, { for that's the great 
pretence,'to do that which 1s beſt ) may as well 
take another mans Purſe, becauſe he will ſpend 
the money better. 1 think we will hardly allow 
of that Juſtice. 

'Tis again(t Hope,that Chriitian hope which 
ſupports us in all our Sufferings and Aficti- 
ons. Whereof, when S. Peter, 1 Ep. 4. c. had 
for the conſolation of his Countrey-men, ſcat- 
tered abroad, pour'd out a plentiful meaſure, 
y. 13. 14. Rejoice, in as much ye are partakers of 

 Chriſts ſufferings, that when big glory ſhall be re- 

. Teal 'd, ye may be glad alſo with exceeding joy.Ver. 14. 
 - If ye be reproached for the Name of Chriſt, happy are 
Ls Ye; 
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ye ; for the. Spirit: of Glory, 'and of God reſieth up 
you. But, preſently inthe very next words, 
ver. 1.5; he puts nan exception to: buſte-bo- 
dies; they have no part or {hare m that con- 
ſolation ; Let none 'o you ſuffer as a Murtherer, ar 
 aThief, or. a Buſie-body. T hey haveas little right 
to thecomfort.in ſuffering; as they had to the 
buſineſs for which they ſuffer. Wa 
Laſtly, As it diſappoints them of the hop 
of that Mercy from:God ;; ſo it calts them into 
the ſnare of the Devil, It was ſafe and wiſe Coun- 
ſel the Apoltle: gives, Eph. 4. 27. Not rogive 
place tothe Devil. He whoſe bulie thoughts car- 
ries: him abroad; to pry into, and meddle in 
others bulinefs, 'grves place to the Devil in the 
mean time to enter in, ranſack and diforder all 
at home, where there 1s none to reſfſt him: 
There isno better fence againſt the Devil, than 
this, ſe invererit occupatos, 1t he finds us diligently 
employ'd at home in our own buſinefs. 
If for all this, the medling Reformers of 
others would be thought the men of Religion, 
and of the firſt ratetoo; Let them know, That 
it8of ſuch a Religion as hath neither Prudence 
in it, nor Charyy,nor Juſtice,nor Hope,nor Safety. 
And when he hath weigh'd all theſe miſchiefs 
that follow the breakung this Rule; © 
Let 
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Let him in the next place, conſider the be- 
nefit that comes by keeping it. At that I began, 
and with that I will conclude. This Leſlon 
was ſet us of purpoſe by the Apoſtle to ſecond 
and enforce the other of Peace and Quiet. The 
beſt way to be quiet with others, is to be bulte 
with our ſelves. It is the natural and genuine 
eftect of it. All diſcord and diſſention mult be 
between two, either perſons or parties; and 
' that which commonly kindles the fire, is envy, 
or ſome ſuppoſed injury ; now he that intends 
his own buſineſs only, can giveno occaſion to 
others, ofcither envy or complaint ; and ſoin 
recompence of kengeng to his own buſineſs , 
he ſhall quietly fit under his own Vine, and 
under his own Fig tree; he ſhall have own 
for own. | 

Leſily, Beſides this outward quiet with 0- 
thers, 1t will produce another within us, the 
quiet and tranquillity of the Conſcience, without 
which outward peace may prove to ſome but 
a quiet paſlage here, to eternal miſery hereat- 
ter. But this wakes ita thorough yu both 
{ides alike, within and without ; for it layes 
thoſe buſte, unſatisfied thoughts within us, 
which otherwiſe grves trouble both to our 


ſelves and others: That when we ſee not, or 
| | | | think 


think we ſee not all things ſo well carried in 
the Church and Government, as we could 
wiſh ; yet having gone as far to mend it, as 
the live of gur own buſineſs will reach, and the 
fartheſt end of that is, having peaceably mov'd 
for it, and heartily'/pray'd for it, we may with 
a ſafe and quiet Conſcience, leave the reſt to 
God, and thoſe to whom he hath committed 
' that Care and Charge, whole proper buſineſs 


| itis. And as many as walk according tothis Rule, 


| Peace benthem, and Mercy from the God of . 


; _ glory and praiſe, for ever. Amen. 


.. Peace and Mercy ; To whom be all honour, 
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PER V7. + *H 


Be not Py; God is not anchnk.. or + wha | 

© ver. aman{oweth, that ſhall be alſo reaps! : 

For he that foweth to bis fleſh , ſhall of the 
reap corruption.; but he that ſoweth to tes « 
rtf, fd of the Spirit reap li everlaſting.” 


mASes Efore welookineo the ROT 

© Ng of the Dparine ofelve Fett, awe 

#) 3 may from the Preface | Be! not 

EWTS deceived}, Jearn fo. much} of che 

hate -of it, that we. arecither- in danger ro 
be deceived, ori 10 grodc- TV ad if we hid 


_— 


Of Compreben/on. 
be deceived, or both.. Ir. will therefore be 
necella —Aiftt to implore the aid and. afſi- 
{tance of Gods grace,which is the beſt Guide 
co lead: us through th&.intricate ways of Er- 
-and Deceit, Cc... B 
he Tex it ſe cems nÞc at. faſt ſiphe 
to.an{wer. - EX tion. "_— the Preface: 
hath. raiſed of Danger Ic - hath, on 
dhe: purpoſe; bur if cartidd np6f tw 
Propoſitions ; One Gerd TI wi whatſ o 
ever aman ſows, he ſhall reap :: r Par-- 
ticular, Y; ns, be ſol A reaped, is ck the- 
Hleſh, or from the Opirit. 

For the General, | myſt confels,ir is a truth: 
wherein few or none are 'deceiyed not a 
Gardener or Plotightman, in, "never ſo'fi imple , | 
chat lope: vo-reap" What" h&'Tth"Hi6e ſawn. 
erhit « Verture? iff th&" Creation to 
al}li Fing chingk: 90 bring forth" affer their kind. 
And.onr —_— bimfelt *made\uſe of ir to. 
2-higher purpoſe We Ca _ ather Gra es 0 
Th, Pr Soy Go fr 2, er. of 

- Sofariwe' RY Je y digeſt this nick | 
inthe-General; arid-fexr not much tobe d+- 
ceipetlz buc! when we came* to Particulars, 
where itironches:d8t5 owir fleſh aid; wit, 

Gangs it: ———— General;andmuſt 
be. 


__ p 
— 


Gal. VIV 7,8. 
be ſo, being conrainediin.it & yet becauſe irv 
this: caſe ir mixech/wirch our. awn' Intereſt 
and AﬀeRtion, what we:with may net be 
true, we areealily miſled tothink it ſo. 

Fo: this. therefore, atleaſt the Caution: 
in the--Preface is: proper and neceſſary , 
thoughnot inthe General. For this reaſon 
I ſhall lay that aſide , asleſs liable to fraud, 
and beſtow our care at this:time upon this 
ta:Which the Apoſtle direts his, where we 
are in:danger to be deceived ; He that ſoweth 
tothe fleſh, &c. | £6 

And here our firft care muſt: be that we 
be not deceived in the meaning of the words ;_ 
which look {alike a Deſcription-of the Day: 
of Judgment, that ſome Expoſitors: have 
taken thentfor it,. and. to- be the ame with 
that 2. Cor. 5. 10.. Weiſhall. all appear before the 
Tudgment ſeat of Chriſt , that every man may re- 
ceive the things done m his body, according to-that 
he hath-done , whether it be good or bad. 
. 1 do nor refuſe this Expoſition for any 
danger that might come by: miſtaking , for 
it would howſoever. lead us to a point 0 
great conſequence, and not .a little neceſſa- 
ry. for theſe times in which our: beloved 
Liberty. hath rifled ſo far into the Myſteries 


of 


1s 


 Fonndation.;: that 


Of Comprehesfion. 

and dipped {a h about 
of Religion',,2an igged + ear arigh the 
where, chey fay, ll depends u on the re. 


your: of-others, who know. as little as our 


'Whather there be a Liogvor orHell, 


or Day of Judgment.orno. Thederetion 
offo fa. a Deceit had been neceſſary, 
iftheoccaſion had been asfic;. Iſhall there-. 
fore leave itt: other Texts, which are 


more: proper. For-ic:then \chis. is, knowing 
well, that /F'ruch-receives not more preju- 
dice any way, then whemit is ook 


.aw uncertain Foundations. : 


. - Now the! voadom wh virakoneoochardanſs | 
in here; becanſerhe nds will not fairly 


bear it. If it had been ſowing bed 


luſts-ofche fleſh, on the lat 
en,\\it had been'ckar 


MeEBt: given, 
that; {a words are to.the Fleſh, = | 


the Spurit, os onipugy, —— ——_ another 


meanin 


And! anche Squaie; ſGrbe Reaping allo dif. 
[aan thararthe Da ine, for 


be that ;/anes-to: ithe-fle reap -conruption ; 
RE FRO or 


err antbattward which narurally' fi nifes no 


-moreitien privation.df Lite or:Being. Nove - 


they 


Gar. vi. v.7,8. 
cheyc that give” themielves! over all 'their 
ng Toy Maſt of the fleſh wichour re- 
morte, would be: content, with this doom, 
-and/ hearne- quit all-ſcores with Dying, 
i: vheyp-taight mare of- ire... 

Whar other ſenſe then. will the words. 
more- properly bear ?. T9 the fleſh, and. to the 
Pirir, inp rathes-the ſtilwhertin. they-axe 
r6foge; rhenthe ſeed , and-areias, rwo. Fields. 
in which Gad fers all men to work, - Every 
one harh- rwwo Plaughs! going , one. to the - 

feſt, and anarhes t-thet ſpirit... ey" yf"e214 4 
 1Tor: the Fleſh fart; 3c muſt; "ans be OY 
frattly from the ſins of the fleſh, though it 
be hard: Le _— _ MP; 

We:'may c Cr ten £ 9NeE * 
20s roman hy Qu; Sei rations 
flelhupowhim;:chat is, our natural, we ye Ci: - 
wil condition of life, he had all che inficmi- 
tissofthe: oneexcepr; fin, andthe burtheas 
hn theoeher,; che was bar under the Law, | 

and aid obedience 20d:trjbite; $0 the. Gi- 
wit Power. _This.is thar-flefh which God 
hack given 52s, atock tobe: ongloye, but 
TIpo account:3"! He: hath nos given hay tang our - 
naturallives cofligarrapatorr's | 
by diſorders, diftemapers, of ex1arcel No | 


& 


Of Comprehenſoon, 
harkthe: Pur us here intothe World into.che 
Hoeieties of men, ts live in'want' and con- 
remprt, but to improve our induſtry tothe 
beſt advanrage bs E riſetvesandothers; 
and may by that attain rofomeduſter: and 
ſplendor of riches; honour, and command, 
co which no oppr Gon; , Or extortion, ;orany 
_—_ "fin": 7 radvaniced us; andthat- is; 
_ k4v6-trve-brought -rior-corcuption 

he fleſh; "yet we ſhall redp-corruption 
| Cock it This is 2 DoEririe, which our dai- 
ly experience abutidaraly coafierns, by.che 
ig ETC (changes: and vieiſrude of 


eo that? o_ deſires ſhould be b un- 


changeably ied "i things fo — 
ſonic: eatdelution;>or inthe: 


{tles'phraſe: « alike manifeſt 'caſe;:al 
within ching, ;norto-rruſtour'own eyes — gr wel 
ery day. ':'Bur-becauſe though che 
Worlbte fall:of Deteivers; we-ate-ſhll the 
yreateft © odeteivers: - of our: ſelves; - det [us 
xake it the credicof others.; Ar «thoſe 
*the. wileſt; Kings, Solomon , .and-his Father 
:Duvid norhe may be! the! benter.ccruſted-in 
his) foetharneiche -ofrhehawereardy:greac 
-eriernieseo the fleſh: - Solomon, when he had - 
runs 


Gar vjv%7, 8. 
run Pucapgh allthe glories, pleaſures;and de- 
lights of the werld; never any King .diank 
deeper in that cup; .yethe ar laſt wearied, 
{ate down to write -a Book to teach others ; 
thatall was Panity, and:that is: bur anccher 
word to] ſjgnifie. Corruption. . And David, as 
well of ahtvation as Experience, 1 my. ſelf 
have feen the ungodly. in great power flouriſhing 
like. a green. Bay: tree ; .1'went by and lo be was 
Lone, .. fought him;.- and bis place could. no where 
be found , Pſal. 37. 36. And leaſt we ſhould 
think this the portion onely of the ungodly, 
P/al:.49,9. Wiſe men alſo die and periſh together, 
as, well as the.ignorant and fooliſh, .and leave their 
riches for others; and.it-may be northat nei- 
ther ; 'For riches (-{aith the Wiſe man /Proy; 
23+) make themſelves wings and fly away from the 
owner. And at. another time the Owner :too 
makes, himſelf wings and flies away from 
them. All things-1n the World are upon 
the Wing. And it. is a ſtrange deceit the 
Prophet obſeryes (verſ.1 1.) And yet they think 
that their houſes. ſhall continue for ever.” . And:to 
ove themſelves a kind of Immortality; they 
call them after their own names. : But )they are 
oft. times; deceiyed. in that tao; :{o far doth 
Corruption "eat-into all outi deſigns. :The 
[ors EE 


7 


Of Comproben/eon. 
lewd:people! poi Tai aHd'fatie 


che: Ghjld: th: $2 id 


- thaclictle to: his liking ing; or honour. ' Weate 
 net+{hce ito: 


joj.cthat-poor: Vanity to leave 
a name: betiind us|upon thatiwhich coſts 
ſo nwebſ care. andwexpenſd> T.ztly; How 
well-ſoeverhe ſpeeds here; and that the Glo- 
ry.of his houſe be mereaſed;, 78) this will be: 
certain; (verſ.a'7 fe thing; away 
with«ban hhens dinghy nimer hut bs) pomp fol. 
low hin. - Xe NL 

_ Idonot e think by this; or any ehiin char 
can be play more, toxmake'you' out ot-love 
with the fleſb, iis neichetpotible not Needs 
ful: Iſhall only foraeontluſion'df thisfirft 
part. begin. the Apoſtles) name ,"* that 
would \not:be deceived; avallare wks vive. 
morefor thing; when iris wotth:''Fo petid. 
all our/time and toſt ypon'chit which will. 
be worth: nothing ;; or'as; W, noberer then. 
rotreancfs and corruption..Þ. 

Ll make the 'n@re afterta ous Shi bi aſd: 
ofthe. Eleſ ;that we. may fa" the longer in. 
thar of the Spirit, whete our Labour tine ti. 
lage.-will. be to. better: purpoſe, for'ye fee. 
the beſt that can be: hopedfor from theother, 
i« but to; fevrith as a Flower of thatiFieſd, 


Fa ; 


Gaz. vv, 9,8 
andifhac ©/all1 DE 9 4s 6 fobn cothe el doer 
over it is gone. | Natha flos nifi'novis. Corr 
ption:bloweth upon the-mioft florid coridi. 
tioaip it 7But cthegrowth aid increaſe from 
the. fieldot the: Spirir-isincormaptible,-chac 
fadeth.not away, reſerved in beaven for #, 1 Per. 
t:4; for be that ſewer, GC. 

When we lee ſo great a Harveſt, and yet 
{ofew Labourerginthe: Field; ſome: range 
deluſion" there\muſt bez whereſoever it lies 
we mult confeſs the: Apaſtles caution: hete 
was .no. more: then. needs :. Be not deceived, 
God is not mocked. - For is'it pollible whete' ſo 

WagES are, ſo fewſhould ſetrhemſetves 
at work 2 unleſs they either miſtruſted their 
pay, Ecernal Life, and ſo mocked God that 
promiſedir; orimiſtook the lowing; and lo 
deceived themfſelves.: Both thele would 
deſerve to bewell' confſidered;ibut becauſe 
they who have ſomediffidence ofa lie here- 
after to: come, have-not the confidence to 
lay ſo., I have: not fo much ſpare time as-to 
ſpend in- proving that which they-will be 
ready to ſay they do notdeny. I ſhall there- 
fore now endeayorionly to undeceive them, 
if-1 itmay be, in the? vain pretences they make 


toit:urrthe ſowing." 


| B2 And 


IO 


4 — 
that whatever; elſe Jekives them, to ſee; 
that, a miſunderſtanding-of the words give 
no occalion-ta.it; to-know what this ſowing 
to the Spititis;; and how: it-comes ito) tnake'a 
Title to, Everlaſting Life, for there #are'ng 
mean Competitors. -in- the, ſame Claim. 
For, 5:15] £3691 ut 39h 5577 91 ve | 

1» Chriftj$ the, Author ofthis like | For as: 
mn. Adam -all. die. j; or ps Chrift ſhall: allr be | made 
alive, 1 Cor, 15./4-;Andi2/Tim..1. 10 Our 
Lord Jeſus. Chriſt. bath aboliſhed. death:, - and 
brought life e ad ummartuletyito light. NEATKIEAIS 

_ 2: Anotheri Conipetitor with-the Spirit, 
is.the Goſpel; that is; the immortali ſeed of 
this life, Bejzg born ugain by the Ward of God: 


which live and alidethoforeves, Per. v.27; 


It is the Power of God to Sobjation:: - | | 
Juſt ſhall live by Faith;Rom. 1cr7; And's Tim, 


- 1:16. St..'Pay profeſleth that Jeſus Chriſt had 
_ fer forth. him as a. Pattern; to; all them who 
ſhould bereafter ; helieve. on - bim-to- everlaſting 


life. 


\ Ithere yet pagan. way .to:Everlaſting 
life by ſowing to theSjp 

, that there 3s any way to. it, but:yer we 
BE? e © _ may 


G A'L, VI. V. 7» 8. 
may be ata loſs and confounded wherethere 


are ſo many. | | 
Toremove that fear, we muſt know, that 
all theſe; are but ſeveral names of the ſame 
thing ,-though in divers appearances , and 
Phaſes, as the Aſtronomers word is, Chriſt, 
the Goſpel,. Faith, and the Spirit, do all relate 
to jife everlaſting. oiled s 3-51 oy 
Grit: as the Author of it, provided all 
things neceſſary to it. The Gyſpel, as the Re- 
Siſter of- all that is to be known or done ta. 
attain it. 'Faith is our ſubmiſſion and obe- 
dience:to the Goſpel. The Spirit is the-pub- 
liſher and preacher of. it, Epheſ.3.5. The my- 
ſeries of Chriſt which in other ages was not made 
known to the [ons of men, as:it is naw revealed un- 
to the Apoſtles and. Prophets by the Spirit.. And 
for this reaſon. the Apoſtle exprelly, calls the 
Goſpel the Spirit ; Gal.3.3. For whereas they 
having already, embraced the Goſpel , fell 
back to; Circumciſion-and other rites of the 
Law , ſeverely charges them with. folly-; 
Are ye ſo fooliſh having ab in the ſpirit, are ye 
now made perfeft by the fleſh * The Spirit is the 
Goſpel, and the Law the Fleſh.:. they. are ſo 
called Heb.9.10. Carnal Ordmances ; and the 
reaſon why is intimated, becauſe they were 
teml> 


Of Comprebenfiow 
temporal, impoſed upon'ithem ; until the 


time of Reform ation and no longer; where- 


asthe Gv ſpel abideth for ever, 1 Pet.1.23 


"Thus ve fee'thar Chrift, and-Faith ; and 
the Goſpel; «1d the Spirit muſt all racer ir 
the title to everlaſting life ,"if we ſeparate 
and divide them; we are. certainly decei- 


ved; itis a fallacy a compoſt w_ diviſa,' di: 
viding thoſe chings* which che Spirit © hach 


.Joyne« together. - 'Andby this we rnay t trie 


and examine/the [common of their Pleas | 
apatt and, divided; 512 © 

Firſt; Forithoſe that: Tr their? ciehe- to 
life from Chriſt. alone? that they ate Chri- 
ſtians ar large, not to be tied u up by-any 1 par- 
ticular rules of Faith -or Obedience; tharis 
to divide Chriſt: from.\his Goſpel againſt his 


own will, who proiniſed to reward them 
thar forſook any thing for his ſake and the 


Goſpel, he joins them both together, Mark 
4'0.29;and will nor - 6wn'them for his friends 
thar do not all that ke cormmarids them, 

Johm 15. and they ſhall find more Work- 
commandments in_the Goſpel then a fan- 
taſtical'name-of Chriſtianity. Whileſt by 
his means they think toaverd Schilm, they 
:make one , for they are Schiſmaticks nipor 
re- 


(ar. VIV. 7,8. 
record,1:(or.1-10- Its declared ((faich Sainc 
Paul) that chere- are..diviſions., the Greek 
words Schiſms among you; every one of 
you faith Iam of Pay, Lam of Apollos, I am 


phas, lam of Chriſt, . Is that a Schiſm ta 


of: 

be-for Chriſt 2 Yes: fure, jt is dividing of 
him ; for he adds, 1s Chrift divided * and how 
could thar be, but from his Apoſtles, whom 
he had-appoimnted to, inſtruct them in the 
Golpel, and had made them as it were one 


perſon with himſelf, [He that hears you bears 


me, - And thus was Chriſt divided. 
What could probably be the caule of this 
ſeparation from them, but; that they were 


not ſatisfied either: with their Doctrine, or. 
ſeverity of their Diſcipline, ſought to ſhroud. 


themſelves under the name of Chriſt , not 
Gut of a great reſpe@. to, him. and his Do- 


Erine, which. we may. well preſume could. 
not differ, bur becauſe it was amore xapanch 
ble way to ſhift off their Authority, by ap-- 


pealing from the Servancsto the Maſter. 
-- Much after this. Copy do- eur Chriſtians 


of” the Latitude write. They | believe in. 
Chriſt withour- a- Creed',, they obey him- 
without doing his Will , they worſhip him, 
no man knows how, but every on he. 
es IKES +. 


I3 


Of Comprobenſon, 
likes; andifhe likes that better, not:atall. - 
from his Goſpel, ſo ſecondly others by the 
fame fallacie divide the Spiric-from it. : So 
fully was the Myſtery of Chriſt made knoyn 
in the Goſpel by the*Spirit, that: St. John. gives 
a charge, that if there come any that bring 


" Not that Doctrine, not 40 receive him, nor bid 


him God ſþeed; 2 Joh.1 o. This Doctrine ſerves 
not many wh PREP they muſt have 


other Doctrines, tocredit them, other 


_ Spirits too.” Every one will have a_ Fami- 


tar Spiricof his own'to teach him, .  , 

- Burt are we to: look'for: no other Inſtru- 
Qtioti from the-Spirir ; bur what. is already 
taught in the GolSel? that is to depole him 
of his Office from the time that the Goſpel 
was firſt revealed,” and leave him-no work 


to'db after. ' God forbid,» there are many 


other excellent Offices. of the:Spirit beſides 
Revelation , there is the Spirit of Sanctifica- 
tion, whereof we have: continual need , to 


_ Infuſe all divine Graces and Vertues mto us, 


to alliſt and ſtrengthen us.1n all our infirmi- 
ties, to lead us'out of temptations, troubles, 
and dangers, which, every. day ſurround us; 
yet not to reveal anew what we are fo be- 
 lieve 


Gar, vi. v.7, 8. 


ſpel. And yet the Spirit will help us in that 
roo , For when any difhculry or contention 
ariſe about, them, we may and muſt pray 
for the Spirits aſtiſtance,, to clear our under- 
ſtandings, by removing pride and prejudice 
that obſcure it, to inflame us with a true 
love of truth, not todi@ate and reveal, or 
whiſper any thing which is not to be ſeen 
in the Goſpel, as well by the eyes of others 
as Our OWN. 

.. But doth notthe Spirit bear witneſs to our ſþi- 
rits that we are the children of God * This can be 
no other bur a private Spirit. That this Text 
ſtand not in our way (Rom.$.16.) we muſt 
diſtinguiſh, not onely, as I have ſaid already, 
the Spirit by the ſeveral operations of reveal. 
ing and ſanCtifying : So of the ſeveral kinds 
of bearing witneſs, which is either proper, 
by affirming or denying any thing expreſly, 
or improperly,by proof and argument from. 
the Nature and Ancidents of the matter in 
queſtion , as AFs 14. 17. God left not himſelf 
without witneſs in that he did good, and gave us 
rain from beaven , and fruitful ſeaſons. Rain 
and fruitful ſeaſons affirm nothing of God, 
yet prove ſufhciently his Godhead, rowen 

7 -- an 


15 
lieve or do, which is already done in the Go- 
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Of Comprehenſion. 
and Providence in governing the World. 
Now the Spitit it both theſe ſenſes doth 
bear witneſs to our ſpirits , that we are the chil- 
dren of God, without the help of private Re- 
velations. ' For if we ſpeak of bearing wit- 
neſs properly , the publick Spirit in the 
Goſpel will effect that where it gives. this 
teſtimony , That whoſoever believes, te- 
pents, aid arnends his life, is the Child of 
God, when our ſpirits tan experimentally 
aſſume that we are ſo qualified', then rhe 
Spirit in the Goſpel beareth witneſs with our 
ſpirits that we are the children of God. And 
if we ſpeak of bearing witneſs in the ©- 
ther ſenſe, of proving by argutnent and 
reaſon, then the Spirit of San&ification 
wotking a real change m us, a deteſtarion of 
Sin, and atrue love and prattice of Verme 
and Godlineſs , beaterh witneſs ro our Spi- 
rits that we are thechildren of God. Here is 
therefore no plate in this Text for private 
Reyelations, attd I with they had none a- 
mongſtus; for under colour of them, every 
one will have a private Spirit, though of his 
own making. No Chymiſt can extract Na- 
eta] Spirits ont of any thing with more cafe, 
then they cati Divine, any vain Dream or 
VM 


Gar, vj.V.7,8, 


Imagination , nay any wicked deyiliſh ſug- 
geſtion {hall be an impulſe of Gods Spirit. 
It were happy for this Kingdom and Church 
if wecould Jay theſe Familiar Spirits, No 
Schiſm in the Church, no Miſchief in the 
Commonwealth, no Rebellious Pratice 
which was not carried on by the conduct 
and impulle of thele Spirits, Thus by them 
they trouble the World , deceive ſimple 
men, and work deſpite ro the Spirit of 
God. 

There is yet another ticle made to Life- 
everlaſting upon the ſame fallacie, by Faith 
divided from the Goſpel. 

Faith hath been an unhappy word of con- 
tention , but I ſhall onely take notice here 
of the inſufficiency of the Plea of that Faith, 
which by thoſe that invented it, is called , 
Fides ſpecialis miſericordiz , that no man is ju- 
ſtifed , and by conſequence, hath righc to 
Life Everlaſting, but he that believes by a ſpe- 
cial mercy to him in particular, his {ins are 
forgiven , or which is all one, that he is ele: 
cted, for without that there is no remil- 
{10n, | | 

The Faith of the Goſpel they think is too 
general, without life, and common to the 

| "3 Devils, 
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Devils, who believe and tremble ; they are Be- 
lievers and Quakers too, and yet are Devils. 
L cannot ſay how much of the Goſpel they 
believe, but by 'their trembling, and their 
own. confeffionto our Sayiour, Art thou come 
to torment 15: before our time ? thatthey belie- 
ved the Article of the laſt Judgment, that 
they ſhall be one day tormented for their 
ſins. By theway , the Devils may ſhame 
thenr that: have not learned ſo far in their 
Creed. | 

Bucnotwithſtanding this, we muſt nor be 
ſo kind to the Devils, as to think they have 
the Faith of the Goſpel, becauſe that works 
by love, Circumciſton avatleth not 'any thing, nor 
uncircumciſuon, but faith that worketh by love, Gal. 
5.6. I think no man hath ſo much charity 
for the -Devils, as to' think they have-any. 
There is no reaſon therefore why the Faith 
of the Goſpel ſhould fuffer for their ſakes. 
The word of Faith, ſaith Se.Paul, Rom. 10.8. 
is that which we'preach , and that was the Go- 
ſpel. © Out particular election may be wrir- 
tenin'the Book of Life in Heaven, bur it is 
no where to be found written in the Book of 
the: Golpel. - True Faith is that which we 
preach ; faith the Apoſtle, but this Faith of 

TRETS Ele- 
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Election no man ean preach; for who can lay 
and fay truly of his own knowledge;that I,or 
you, or any man by name is ele&ted. Now it 
this Faith cannot come by hearing , what 
will become of out Sermons? indeed , of 
any thing that can be called Religion or 
Sowing to the Spirit ? for that leads us a way 
ro Heaven through, believing ſome myſte- 
ries we underſtand nor, through- many 2 
heavy and hard law of mortification and 
denying our ſelves ; whereas this Faith cuts 
oft all that, and may well go for ſowing to 
the fleſh. For firſt, in Cog cothis, it ſhrinks 
up all the duties of the Goſpel into Faith, 
and then all Faith into one Article, and that 
not in the Creed neither : and ſomething 
they pare from that too, it works not as an 
act which we may call ours, for that will 
prejudice Gods free Grace, bur as a relation 
co Chriſt, and: in the Logick Schools it is 
diſputed, whether Relations have any real 
being or no. And thus all hangs upon a 
Pins point, and leaves not a Corn to be _ 
to the Spirit. We may therefore conclude 
that this, and the other Pretenders are all 
deceived, miſtake the Field of the Spirit , 
which is the Goſpel , and ſowe. quite be- 
{ide it. Ir 


LY. 
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It will be now titne to enter into the 
Field ir ſelf, and ſee what work the Spirit 
there ſets us to. It isa large Field, and rea- 
ches as far as the Goſpel ; indeed too large 
to be paſſed through at one time. But this 


as a great Country may be (een in a little 


Chart. 
1, Oneof the works, and achief deſign of 
the Spiritin the Goſpel, is agodly,rightcous, 


and vertuous life, 


2. Anda ſecond is like to it, A right Faith 
in the Myſtery of Chrift and Salvation. * 
3- Athird is a devout and reverent wor- 


| ſhip of God in Prayers, Praiſes, and Con- 


felons, | 

4. A fourth is acaretul uſe of the auxilia- 
ries of Grace, Sacraments,Faſtings,and other 
acts of Humiliation. 

5. Fifthly, Then we have the adorning 
all theſe with comely and decent Ceremo- 
nies. This laſt though far from the Hearr 
of Religion, is yet within the Body of it, 
as well as the el. 

Onething more I have not yetnamed , 
which ſeems at a farther diſtance from the 
great-duties of the Goſpel, and yer hath the 


advantage above the reft, chat it is here ex- 


preſly 
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preſly called, ſowing to the Spirit , and what 
that 1s, we ſhall learn from the Verſe prece- 
dent ; where ; 

6. The Apoſtle exhorts him that is taught in 
the Word, to communicate to him that teacheth in all 

ood things. If there be any coherence in the 
diſcourſe,any reaſon in the rational Particle 
[ for | For he that ſoweth unto the Spirit. The 
communicating our Goods for the Goſpel, is 
true ſowing to the Spirit. 
This duty therefore together with thoſe 
already named, are all Sowing to the Spirit, 
and have a joint tendency to life everlaſting. 
For the meaning is not that any of them 
apart make a full Title ro ir, but according 
to their quality and degree carry us their 
part in the way towards it. 

Ir is therefore but a piece of fraud and 
| Sophiſtry to diſcountenance one duty, by 
ſetting up a greater againſt ir, as the man- 
ner is, that the mam purpoſe of the Goſpel 
looks another way. And ſo run down one 
duty with another, the leſs with the greater, 
as Great Perſons do their Inferiors. This 
is not onely a Deceit, but plain mocking of 
God, who commands both, and a ſetting 
him againſt himſelf. 

[ 
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Tnotethis Fallacy in common, that it be 
not made -uſe-of here on our particular, to 
miſlead us from the due regard-ought to be 
given tothe maintenance of thoſe that mi- 
niſter in the Goſpel; though .ic be not the 
accompliſhment of the great.duries, yet hath 
a remote influence upon all. Ser it in as 
low aplace :in Gods Houle as you pleaſe , - 
bur for the Spirits ſake, let itnot be tumed 
out of dores. EL area, 

1 ſingle out this duty from. the reſt, that 
may deſerve 'our care'more, and need it leſs. 
It hath fewer friends to ſpeak for it I con- 
fels, -but the true reaſon why I do it, 'is be- 
cauſe it was.the particular' occaſion of the 
Apoſtles delivering this doctrine; and in 
this I ſhall keep both a better meaſure 
with the Time, and with the Apoſtles 
intention, and it is a point too, wherein we 
are as much deceived as in any. 

Our worldly Goods by nature and kind 
are Carnal, yet being ſown to the Spirit , be- 
come ſpiritnal, they are infranchiſed and in- 
corporate into the Family and Retinue of 
the Spirit, they alter their property , not by 
imprinting any real indelible character into 
them, as envy and 1il]-will objects, but gi- 
ving 
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ving. onely the reſpect-that perſons of low 
birth have, when they are adopted or affian- 
ced into a more noble Stock. When the 
Fleſh ſerves the Spirit it is advanced above 
her condition , the Volatile nature of the 
Fleſh is fixed by the Spirit, and helps to make 
up the title to everlaſting life. | 

| This-is warrant enough for me to make 
a Suit., and reward: enough: for thoſe that 
grant it : That, for Gods lake and the Spi- 
rits, when the Church Revenue comes into 
your thoughts to caſt an eye, if not of duty, 
of compaſſion upan ſuch miſerable places, 
where there is. but too much neceſſity for it. 
1 can ſpeak of my own knowledge , that 
there' are many hundreds of Pariſhes in this 
Kingdom, where there isnot ſo much year- 
ly maintenance. for ſerving the Cure, as one 
of your Foot-men: ſtand you in. | 
fſogreata ſcandal to Religion, and real 
obſtruction to it, be in theſe indigent Times 
too heayy-a burthen to be removed, and 
therefore unſeaſanable allo. ro. be moved. 
Though this be no time of ſowing to the Spirit, 
it can be no-ſcaſon to pull up, that which 
hath been already ſown by the devotion of 


F 
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"Tis ſtrange that the. Church mainte-- 
nance ſhould be. thought. to hang ſo. looſe, . 
more then other. mens Eſtates, as that any. 
man, when the fullen_humour takes him ,_ 
can think. to blow: them away with a Mo- - 
tion, Let the Church Lands he ſold... | 
If they were. held onely upon Frank al-- 
moign,it is.as firm a Tenure as ny is in Law... 
But it is moreſtrange,thar they ſhould think 
to mock and elide Gog, who once_declared, 
ir to be x robbing of him alfo.. When he- 
charged the: Jews for detaining Tithes and . 
Offerings from the: Prieſts of that Altar, . 
Whar reaſon can Þe given that the Miniſters - 
of a. better Coyenant ſhould have. a worſe - 
_ ticle> There are. not many Fftares in the - 
World beſides which God. himſelf. owns, 
this bears the iouge and Superſcription of : 
the Spirit,  -Itmaſt be a deſperate. boldneſs. 
ro break. into. his peculiar, ro ſtir any thing 
that is ſown in his Field. Fo 
' And: that it. may not ſeem ſtrange-rhat - 
Carnal: things ſhonld be thus advanced ;to - 
| ſpirituals,; for by a like converfion- Spiri- 
wal things degenerate: into. Carnal. . "This . 
likewiſe wilt be worth our obſervation. . 
Religion is out of doubt a Spiritual thing , 
was yet 


A 
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"yetif that ſpread and run into Schifms , it 
grows Carnal, For while one faith, I am 
of Paul, and anothey 1 am of Apollas, are ye not 
carnal, 1 ( 0#.3.4. So'Rom:16:17. They who 
cauſe diviſions among you ſerve not the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, but their own Belkes ; if any thing be 
fleſhſure the Belly is. | 

If. there be ſo much malignance and 
ſowreneſs in. Schiſms and Divitions to turn 
Religion into Fleſh, what ſhall we think of 
a Religion, in Deſign, that is made up all of 
Sects and Diviſiens2 that nauft be all Fleſh. 
I ſay no more, itis in private Deſign onely, 
a5 When St. Paul charged the (ormhs with 


ſrife, and ſchiſm., it was-but upon report 


onely.. It is xeported ({aich be) by them of th 
houſe of. Cloe,'that'there are contentions among you. 
So [ fay, onaly, it. is xeported from a houſe of 
Cloe, bow thele, Schiſms ſhall be diſpoſed of. 
A Church ſhall be contrived that will give 
room.and Laberty tothem all.” 

_ But if the Church muſt benew modelled 


for their ſakes, they muſt new model the 


Rules. of Wiſdom 'and' Government too; 
For by that is. was' ever thonght: neceſſary 
that the People ſhould canfarm:to the Laws 
of the Church, never that a Church ſhould 


Dz con- 
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conform to the: humours of the - People; 

\ This is ſo irregular thing, that it will 
not be labour loſt to take a little farther no. 
tice of it.” . And 'firſt that you may know it 
by name; it- is to-be called; a Comprehenſive - 
Church ,_ a name, Lmuſt confeſs, notunfit for. 
the purpoſe, chan h I think- it mi ht have-_ 


been better. calted 'a Drag-net , that will. 
fetch in all-kind of Fiſh, good or bad, great. 


ar ſinall, there will be. room enough: for Le. 


viathan to take his paſtime: therem. But how - 
ſhall the. Church: be drawn our to? ſuch: 2. 
bredth and laticude 3 2; 

That will beno hard matterto AG; Ir iS. 
bur pulling down-the Old: Walls, the Con- . 
felGon- of. Doctrine, and Canons: of Diſci-, 
pline. Lay-all common; /andchen'r "NO > doubt. 
there will be-room: enouph for all. 

But will theſe prove-{o g90d clifibany 
when they are in, f: whoſe lake thisſhould 5 
be done ? Will they notrather* givetis cauſe 
ro fear whar the-poor T#9jans found © when 
they broke: down the old Walls-of their Ciry 
ro erin a Horſe” with'a:Comprehenſive Belly, 
that carried; armed enemies ——_ to ruine 
chem and their Cit 


bye 2 
And leaſt we ſhould think this digs for 
> Jove 


Gat, vi. 7,8. 
love of their company, they let us know they 
have no meaner- inducement to it, then that 
which governs all the World, Gain and Pro- 
fir, 'advancement of Trade, and increaſe of 
Money... "This is plain dealing, they profeſs 
to.ſowe the. Spirit to the Fleſh. They will 


make a Church that ſhall make us rich. Bur- 


can there be any blame or harm in this ? 
Can we not be Religious .and-rich too? I 
will nor. diſpute thar, it we bring riches up 


to.Religion... But I will diſpute it, and de-- 


ny it too, if we bring Religion down to 
Riches. Godlinels may be Gain, but Gain 
will never be Godlineſfs. - Riches may bea 
good Nurſe to cheriſhit, bur an ill Mother 


to bring it forth, for whatſoever 5s boyn of the 
febafh. 

It is. the greateſt difhonour that can be to 
the Spirit to. make it ſerve- for. Compolt , 
onely to lay in the Field of the Fleſh, 

. But "Som ſay, though carnal things 
may- be: ſecondary ends,which do not make 
void the ſpiritual. Peace and Charity are the 
ewo Pillars. whereon.;this Church is to be 
built, and they. will ſerve ro keep-up the 
Spagdh ine. ! 17 , oranLant 

We cannot.deny- but that they are true 
ipirt- 
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ſpiritual things, bur if both thele Pillars' 
uld fail, there would nothing belcft 1 in 

the Church but Fleſh. & 

R For ant If Union, a "ow feeds 
the h that, is taking down the. Walls 
that divide .them.; that is, removing the 

Confeſſions. and Canons, and all-will natu- 

rally fallin together. . | 

©  Foranſwer tothis, we muſt diftieguith 

. the qualicy of. the perſons for whom. this. 

_ room is to be.made. And. they..are either 

ſach as will be:coatentto leave their faults 

and errqurs: behind them. ;--and te thoſe we 
ſhall do-well c0i.ſet.ur ates wide :open,, 

_ —— pull _ our Wall. Or 

; axeſuch as bringrheir exrours, animo- 

ſities, and divided judgments along. with' 

them, And'to pacihe theſe, the raking a- 

way the Walls will. do no good, for they: 

bring their Divifgons with them into; the 

Bowels of the Church, where, the flame 

will be more fierce, and dangerous;'then 

when it buznt onely without. All the be- 
neft can be. for by taking away the 

Confeffions Canons., is; bur to. ſecure. 

them from ——_— "but leaves. chem 

free to all- other cauſes of diſſention; or ra- 


ther 
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ther fortifies and animates them co purſue 
their differences with more violence, Impu- 
nity and Authority. will not cool their zeal 
of advancing the. Intereſt . of their Sect, for 
1t 18 not Toleration. but Maſtery they aim ar. 
In the: mean time our. Sownmg will be-turned 
into. Fighting, our Plough-ſhares. into. Swords , 
the field of the Spirit into. a field of War , and 
thus we: ſhall live in a-perpetual ſtorm. 


This s all the hope. we.have- of Peace 


KN 
And for Charity, we {hall find it hath as 
lrtle tro dohere.. Ir will be neither want of 


Charity to leave: them . out , nor.a work of 


Charity to take: them in. - 


1. Itwill .be-no-want of Charity to leave | 
them out , if by tharwe-condemn them nor. - 


And condemn them we donor, if we keep 
Sei Pauls rule. . Schiſmarticks are withour 
the Church, we judge not chem; Thoſe that 


are without the Church, God judgetb, 1 Cor.5.13. 
They\nwſt ftand. or fall. ro Gad. And 


when we do. refuſe. them, we do not. con- 


demn them to Hell. All we fay is, if they ' 


will not go to Heaven our way, they ſhall 


not. goin our. company ; and .ia. truth they 


Cannot. | 4 
2: It 
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- 2; Tris nowork'of Charity: to take: them 
in with-all their faults. -: For though Cha- 
rity: be a good natured: Vertue,. and covers 
a multicude of fins, . but when they are not 
known abroad, bur'cheriſheth none that are. 
Icould never think it a breachi of Charity to 
condemn 'Hereſie or Schilm , which . are 
known fins, though it be againſt Charity. co 
condemn'-any perſon iof: either ; ; of whoſe 
guilt there” may-be doubt. | Charity may 
ſometimes ablolve the Offender , but never 
the Offence. When the Offence is known 


to us, /and the:Fact avowed by them, they 


cannor-/be taken :in-for-Chaxity ſake, 3f-we 
love our own quiet, and:Charity-begins,'at 
home;? 1155-0 34 299 lira! . 

; Now if- neither Peace nor Charity have 
any thare in> framing this: New [Church , 1 
may for a Concluſion ask' the-queſtion qur 
Saviour: did the: Jews concerning Fohn's 
Baptiſm , Is it from Heaven, or of men.? or 
which- is all one, is-it from the Fleſh or 


fom- the - Spirit /?. If they ſhall ſay from 


the” Fleſh , all men'will 'adjudge- it- to Cor- 
ruption ;” If they: ſhall 'ſay-- from _Hea- 
ven, or from the Spirit ,-I will ask them 


another queſtion, Whether a Church with- 


fo out 
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out Walls can be of: Gods making? His 
Church us a garden encloſed, Cant. 4. 12. And 
when he planted a Vineyard, Eſay 5.2. and 
that was his Church , be fenced it m. But 
when he ſaw it brought forth wild Grapes, 
then he threatens them with this Judgment, 
I will take away the hedge thereof,” and it ſhall be 
eaten up ; and. break down the Wall thereof, and. 
it ſhall be trodden down. Can it be wiſdom 
ro draw that upon our ſelves, which God: 
would not inflict but in- vengeance? 'To 
make the Field of the Spirit no better then. 
the Field of the Sluggard ? Prov. 24.31. 1 
went by it , and lo it was all grown over with 
thorns, and nettles had covered the face there- 
of, and the ſtone wall thereof was broken 
down. Nothing can be liker then Schiſms |, 
to 'Thorns , and Liberty from Laws to a 
broken Wall. | 

If I had kept my ſelf to the proper 
work of the Preacher this day , i vr 4 is 
Palm Sunday , :I ſhould have carried a Palm 
to the triumph of our Saviour entring into 
Jeruſalem. But finding ſome ſo buſie in 
ſtrewing our way with THorNs, In 
ſtead of Parims, I thought it fitter firſt 
to clear the way of them, to o_— 
this 
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this day for a- greacer 'Treamph at Eaſter, 
over Sis Death and Hell. * Yor, 
- have no more to lay, but to end as I 

an ,.i'Be notideceived God is not mocked. 
That which is deareſt to us, -our own Cre- 
dit, tharwebe not men deceived ; and that 
which ought ta-be Gods henour, that he be 
not wecked, are both engaged in the Truth 
of chis Doftrine, that 'wedo not raſhly- ad- 
venture to fowe what we would be loathto 
reap ; * and unwilely prefer that which will 
certainly and ſuddenly fade away, before 
that which wilt laft for ever. - He that ſow- 
eth to the fleſh, Ec. " 
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